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At the turn of the last century an unknown person created, and gifted to other 
unknown acquaintances, a remarkable achievement in document collage. Labeled 
by its creator Absinthe in Carcosa, it combines pages from widely available books of 
the time, plus idiosyncratic ephemera and compellingly peculiar marginal notes. 
Together these elements present an elaborate piece of mordant whimsy to its 
intended recipients, and now to us.

Internal evidence shows that both the scrapbooker and his intended audience 
were American art students attending the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris. As part of 
an elaborate jape, perhaps a preexisting extended in-joke shared between the creator 
and the friends he assembled the book for, it posits a conspiracy of supernatural 
proportions unfolding across the city. A passage excerpted from one of its main 
sources refers to hazing rituals senior students visit upon new arrivals at the École. 
This document, with its running commentary of winking demonic doorways, 
murderous foreign agents and fiery ghosts, comprises a literary and artistic prank 
of the highest order—a precursor, if you will, to the détourned texts of Dadaism and 
the surreal collages of Duchamp and Ernst. In its motifs it draws on contemporary 
literary movements, chiefly the French Gothic tradition of Eugène Sue, Paul Feval 
and even Communard revolutionary turned science horror pioneer Louise Michel. 
One also detects the influence of Symbolist and Decadent literature, from Joris-Karl 
Huysmans and Auguste Villiers de l’Isle-Adam, to the Comte de Lautréamont.

In both its fractured, compelling marginal notes and the eerie arrangement of 
its components, it evokes the fervid imaginings of a world about to die, to plunge into 
the nihilism and terror of the Great War.

Absinthe in Carcosa was purchased for $3 in 1963 by the trailblazing American 
ephemera collector Henry Littlefield, at a junk shop outside Dobbs Ferry, New 
York. He engaged multiple experts, working in a then-fallow field, to authenticate it. 
They unanimously pronounced it a genuine product of an American hand in fin de 
siècle Paris.

The texts used by the author in creating the scrapbook have been identified as:
ȬȬ Paris From the Earliest Period to the Present Day, Volume II, 1899, by William Walton, George Barrie 

and Sons, Philadelphia.
ȬȬ Bohemian Paris of To-Day, 1900 by W. C. Morrow, illustrated by Eduard Cucuel, J. B. Lippincott 

and Company, Philadelphia
ȬȬ Bradshaw’s Illustrated Guide To Paris and Environs, 1880

The scrapbook maker cut up at two copies of each to assemble the work.
During the 2004 dispersal at auction of the Littlefield collection the book was 

sold for £26,000 to an anonymous collector. We thank this individual for generously 
allowing us to reproduce the book in this edition. This process, not without peril, 
ultimately resulted in restoration work preserving this strange treasure for future 
generations.

— Kerubo Okeno-Kennedy
Editor-in-Chief, Editions Melotte, London, 2018
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abattoir 172
“Absinthe Makes the Heart Grow   
     Fonder” (song) 57
Académie des Beaux-Arts 23
American, insisting on one’s rights 
as 63
Apocalypse 67
Aqueduct of the Dhuys 15
Arc de Triomphe 156, 163-164
Archives Nationales 70
Arrondissements, List of 5
Arsenal 67
Asnières 171
assassination, attempted 17
assassination, successful 67, 165
attire, art student 18
Bains Deligny (Public baths) 162
Bal Bullier 28
Balzac, Honoré 111, 129
bars Américains 28
du Barry, Madame 172
Bastille, Place de la 17, 169
bathing arrangements 10
Batignolles (neighborhood) 5
Batignolles Monceaux (17th 
arrondissement) 5
Bazaars 4
Belleviille (neighborhood) 5, 171
Duke de Berri 67
Bibliothèque Nationale 67
Bibliothèque Sainte-Geneviève 66
Bicêtre 117-122
Blanqui, Louis Auguste 148
Blasphemies 7
bloodsuckers 27
boat racing 171

I n d e x

Bohemian life 7
Bois de Boulogne 7, 162
Bois de Colombes 171
Bonaparte, Josephine 112, 174
Bonne Nouvelle, Boulevard 17
Bougival 172
Boul’ Mich; 
     see “St.-Michel Boulevard” 
Boulevards 4, 17
Bourse (2nd arrondissement) 5
Bourse (stock exchange) 152
Bourse crash 184
bridges 170
Bruant, Aristide 51-57
Bureau of Lost Articles 75
bureaucracy 63
Butte Chaumont 
     (19th arrondissement) 5
Butte Montmartre 
     (18th arrondissement) 5
Buttes-Chaumont Park 171
Cabaret du Ciel (Heaven) 35-39
Cabaret of Death 40-48
Cabinets d’Aisance 16
cabs 11
Café Anglais 17
Café d’Harcourt 27
Café de la Paix 7, 17
Café du Neant 40-48
Cambodian museum 172
Camilla (as Devil Daughter) 1
Capucines, Boulevard 17
Carcosa 26, 56
Carcosan royal family 5
Cassilda (as Devil Daughter) 1
Catacombs 127-137

Catherine de Medici 67
cattle markets 172, 174
Chambre des Appels de Police 
     Correctionelle 101-102
Champ de Mars (park) 162
Champlain, Lake 2
Champs-Élysées 7, 157
Chantilly (race track) 61
charities 108
Charles III 160
Charles IX 172
Charles X 183
Château des Fleurs 161
de Chavannes, Pierre Puvis 24
Chéret, Jules 8, 53
Cimetière des Innocents 132
city gates 64
city revenue 152
climate 182
clowns, warnings against 60
Cluny (museum) 7
“Cock Fight, The” 19
Collége Nationale de France 70
Column of July 169
Comédie-Française 59
Commune 60, 131, 156, 163, 166, 
     169, 173, 183, 184
Conciergerie 4, 107
Conseil Général de la Seine 166
Conservatoire des Arts  
     and Metiers 70
conveyances 11
Corday, Charlotte 66, 163
Cour d’Assises 
     (Criminal Court) 89, 97-99
Cour de Cassation 
     (Supreme Court) 89-94



Cour des Comptes   
     (Financial Court) 89, 95-96
Court d’Appel  (Appellate Court)  
     89, 91, 93, 96-97
courts 89-105
Crematory 149-151
currency 13
cursed items 73
customs fees 64
d’Enfer (Hell), Boulevard 17
d’Italie, Boulevard 17
Dagobert 174
Dante 37-38
Danton, Georges 163
“Death of Caesar, The” 19
Death, depictions of 133-136
Delaborde, Place 17
Dépôts de Marbres 68-69
Dépôts des Mendicité 
    (poorhouse/hospice) 117, 123
doppelganger 31
“Duel After the  
     Masquerade, The” 19
Dumas, Alexandre 173
École de Medecine 70
École des Beaux-Arts 18, 73
Ecuadorian, sinister 56
Eiffel Tower 7
Elysee (8th arrondissement)) 5
embassy locations 63
Enghien 172
English Orphanage 117
Erie, Lake 2
evil eye 32
facial transmutation 35
Faubourg Saint Germain 
     (neighborhood) 5
fight, gratuitous 33
Filles du Calvaire, Boulevard 17
foreign agents 27

fortifications 153
Foucault’s Pendulum 72
Franco-Prussian War 164, 183
Freycinet, Charles 183
Gallo-Roman museums 172, 173
Garde Municipal 34
Garde Republicaine 76
gargoyles 7, 27, 184
Genii of Commerce, 
     Sciience and Industry 157
Genius of Liberty 169
Gérôme, Jean-Léon 19-20
ghosts 184
goat, obliging 10
Gobelins (13th arrondissement) 5
Gobelins, Boulevard 17
Golden Porcus 37
Gouffé trunk murder 184
Grand Bourbon (tree) 160
Grand Café 17
Grand Hotel 17
Grand New Opera (Café) 17
Grand Prix 61
Grand-Roquette (death row) 113
Grèvy, Jules 183
Hali, Lake 2, 15, 184
Halle-Aux-Vins 
     (wine market) 167
Halles 9
Hartford Hospital 
     (English language) 117
Hastur 27
Haussmann, Boulevard 17
Haussmann, 
     Georges-Eugène 17, 117
hazing rituals 18
Heaven (Cabaret) 35-39
Hell (cabaret) 49-52
Henry II 172
Henry IV 172

Hippodrome 161
history 183-184
Hôpital Cochin 127
Hôpital, Boulevard 17
hospitals 117
Hôtel Cluny 27
Hotel de Ville (City Hall) 166
Hôtel des Invalides 17
Hotel-de-Ville 
     (4th arrondissement) 5
Hôtel-Dieu (hospital) 125
Hotels 58
Île de la Cité (neighborhood) 5
Institute of France 4, 72
Institution des Sourds-Muets 
     (deaf and dumb institute) 117
Invalides, Boulevard 17
Italiens, Boulevard 17
James II 173
Jardin d’Hiver 
     (Winter Garden) 161
Jardin des Plantes
     (Botanical Garden) 167-168
Jardin Mabille 161
Joan of Arc 59
Jockey Club 17
Joinville 173
Jouffroy, Passage 17
juries 102-104
King in Yellow 
     (entity) 1, 13, 23, 49, 70
King in Yellow, 
     The (play) 20, 184
La Marche (steeplechase track) 61
Lafitte, Jacques 60, 129
Last Judgment 165
Latin Quarter 
     (neighborhood) 5, 27-28, 30
lawyers 104-105
London 4
Longchamp (race track) 61



Louis Philippe I 183
Louis Philippe II, 
     Duke of Orléans 163
Louis XI 174
Louis XIII 116, 165, 167, 173
Louis XIV 65, 67, 165, 170, 173
Louis XVI 146, 157, 160, 163
Louis XVIII 146, 172, 183
Louvre (1st arrondissement) 5
Louvre 
     (museum) 4, 7, 20, 154-156
Luxembourg 
     (6th arrondissement)) 5
macchabées (river cadavers) 42
Madeleine, Boulevard 17
Madeleine, Place de la 17
Magenta, Boulevard 17
Maison Darblay (beanery) 30-31
Maison Dorée (café) 17
Malsherbes, Boulevard 17
Map of Paris 6
Marais (neighborhood) 5
Marie de Medici 172
Marie-Antoinette 146, 163
Marivaux, Rue 17
MacMahon 183
mask of death 133
masks 26
massier 18
matches, poor quality of 64
mathematics, aversion to 13
Maza (prison) 107-108
medical students 125-127
Menilmontant 
     (20th arrondissement) 5
metric system, 
     demonic logic of 182
Metropolitan Railway 171
ministerial application form 63
Mirliton (cabaret) 51-57

Miss Leigh’s Mission Home 
     For Young Englishwomen 117
models 19-20
Molière 59, 146, 147
money 13
monkey’s paw Armagnac 27
Mont-de-Piété 73-75
Montmartre  (neighborhood)  
     5, 21, 33, 35, 55, 173
Montmartre, Boulevard 17
Montparnasse, Boulevard 17
Morgue 85-88
Moulin de la Galette 
     (dance hall) 33-34
Moulin Rouge 21, 38
Mucha, Alphonse 8
Museums and Libraries 65-69
Musset, Alfred de 111
Napoleon Bonaparte 156, 163, 167
Napoleon II 183
Napoleon III 68, 174
Neuilly 173
New Opera House 
     (Opera Garnier) 80
Ney, Michel 28
Notre-Dame 4, 27, 86, 165
Obelisk de Luxor 157, 163
Observatoire
     (14th arrondissement) 5
Observatoire Nationale 70
octroi 64
omnibuses 11-12,
Opera (9th arrondissement) 5
Opéra Comique 17
Opera Garnier
      (New Opera House) 80
Opéra, Passage 17
Orsini, Felice 17
Palais Bourbon
      (7th arrondissement) 5

Palais d’Orsay 4
Palais de Justice 4, 89
Palais de l’Industrie 161
Palais des Beaux-Arts 23, 65
Palais du Luxembourg 
     (museum) 20, 28, 65-66
Palais du Tribunal de Commerce 166
Palais-Royal 89
Palais, Boulevard 17
Panama Canal Affair 184
Panoramas, Passage 17
Pantheon (5th arrondissement) 5
Panthéon (mausoleum) 7, 27
Parc de Monceaux 17
Paris Wall 4
Paris, map 6
Paris, view of 3
Parks 162
Passy (16th arrondissement) 5
Passy (neighborhood) 5
Pére La Chaise (cemetery) 139, 140, 
145-147, 149
phrases 175-181
Picpus (cemetery) 149
Pierre (taverner) 27
Pigalle (neighborhood) 5
Place de Carrousel 156, 163
Place de Chàtelet 163
Place de la Concorde 154, 157, 163
de Poilloüe de Saint Mars, 
     Léon 76
Poissonnière, Boulevard 17
police methods 84
Polytechnic School 72
de Pompadour, Madame 174
Pompes Funébres 
     (Funeral Guild) 141-144
Pont d’Austerlitz 17
Pont d’Iéna 170
Pont de Grenelle 17



Pont du Arcueil 15
Pont du Carrousel 4, 170
Pont Neuf 170
Popincourt 
     (11th arrondissement) 5
Porte St. Denis 170
Poussin, Nicolas 66
Préfecture de Police 77-83
Princes, Passage 17
Prison de la Sante 110
prisons 107
Quat’z’ Arts Ball 25
Queneau 184
Racine 129, 145
racing 61
Rampart, Rue 59
reality, questionable 7
reign of terror 183
Reuilly (12th arrondissement) 5
Richelieu (cardinal) 174
Richelieu (cat) 31
Robespierre, Maximillien 163
Robinson (restaurant) 174
Rodin, Auguste 24
Roman baths 27
Rubens, Peter-Paul 66
Rueil 174
Saint-Just, Louise Antoine 163
Saint-Lazare 
     (women’s prison) 114-116
Saint-Ouen (town) 174
Saint-Ouen cemetery 148
Sainte Chapelle 4
Sainte-Germain-des-Prés 
(neighborhood) 5
Sainte-Pélagie (prison) 111-112
Salon 23
Salon du Champ de Mars 24
Salpêtrière 117-122
Saumon, Passage 17

Sceaux 174
Schools and Research 70-72
Sebastopol, Boulevard 17
Seine, River 4, 17, 27, 86-87, 154
sewage 15
Sibyl’s Temple 171
Skin Affair 183
Société des Artistes Français 23
Société Nationale des 
     Beaux Arts (museum) 17
Soleil d’Or (Cabaret) 32
sommiers judicaires 
     (court records) 82
Sorbonne 70
sorcerers 27
Souricière 107
St-André-des-Arts, Rue 9
St. Augustin Church 17
St. Germain’s 172
St. Laurent
     (10th arrondissement)) 5
St. Vincent de Paul 116
St.-Denis, Boulevard 17
St.-Germain, Boulevard 9
St.-Jacques, Boulevard 17
St.-Michel, 
     Boulevard 10, 17, 21, 27, 30
stars, black 20
statues depicting future events 68
Steinlen, Théophile 8
Strasbourg, Boulevard 17
student riots 184
Sue, Eugène 111, 113
Surrounding settlements 171-174
Talleyrand 173
telegraph offices 14
Temple 
     (3rd arrondissement) 5
Temple, Boulevard 17
Theaters 59-60

Théâtre des St. Martin 17
Théâtre des Variétés 17
Théâtre des Vaudevilles 60
Thompkins, Mr. 
     36-40, 42-43, 46-47, 49-51
Tomb of Héloise and Abélard, 
     73, 129, 146
Tomb of Richelieu 27
trades 152
Transportation 11
Tribunal Correctionel 100
Triple Alliance 184
Trocadéro 162
“Truth Coming out of a Well” 19
Tuileries 4, 154-156, 163
Unknown Woman 8
utilities 15
Vauban, Place 17
Vaugirard (15th arrondissement) 5
Venus de Milo 156
Verdeau, Passage 17
Verlaine, Paul 53
Versailles 158-160
Vincennes, Avenue 17
Voltaire 59
Waddington, William 183
water closets 16
water supply 15
weights and measures 182
White, Samuel 66
Willett, Arthur 53
Yellow Sign 13, 58
Young Men’s  
     Christian Association 117





The Handout to End All Handouts

T  h e Ci t y Gu i d e T  ha t Sh a tt  e r s Mi n d s

At the end of the 19th century, an American art student went to Paris, read a play, and lost  
his grip on reality.

The play was called The King in Yellow.
Having read it, head reeling from absinthe, bedeviled by unseen adversaries, he realized  

that the alien world it described, Carcosa, had sunk its traces throughout the City of Lights.
As he explored Paris in search of its decadent influence, he created a scrapbook. A guide for 

himself, and for those who would come after him.
Yoked together from existing travelogues, newspapers, and the disquieting ephemera of the 

occult tradition, it laid out a skewed portrait of a haunted city:
•	 Art student life, from hazing rituals to fabulous bacchanals at the Moulin Rouge
•	 Hangouts and nightspots, from everyday beaneries to ghoulish cabarets
•	 Neighborhoods and attractions, with useful maps
•	 Sources of knowledge, from museums to institutes of technology
•	 Operations of the justice system, from the city’s police to its prisons
•	 Rites of death, from funeral fees to the notorious, bone-stacked catacombs
•	 Details of everyday life, including currency, communications, and essential phrases
•	 A timeline of recent historical events

In the margins appear the increasingly fervid scrawls of the anonymous compiler. Through 
them, determined investigators of the Yellow Sign mystery will learn:

•	 Who to seek aid from
•	 Where madness lurks
•	 And to never waver in their distrust of clowns

Absinthe in Carcosa is an indispensable city guide for The Yellow King Roleplaying Game and a 
stunning, full-color visual artifact in its own right.

Give it to your players and let them find the mysteries of Paris.
Or let them buy their own deuced copies and keep their snack-festooned fingers off of your 

pristine edition.
Brought to you by document blandisher extraordinaire Dean Engelhardt and feverish  

scribbler supreme Robin D. Laws.
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