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Europe has been mentioned and used as a setting many
times in Shadowrun, but with the exception of a few specif-
ic countries (Germany, Ireland, the United Kingdom) the
information given has been spotty and incomplete. Shadows
of Europe remedies this situation, exploring Western and
Central Europe in detail. The vast majority of the authors and
artists who contributed to this book
hail from Europe, so the perspective
is as authentic as we could manage.

Some of the material in this book
has been drawn or based on previous
Shadowrun sourcebooks, and so cred-
it is due. In particular, the London
Sourcebook and Tir na nOg (both by
Carl Sargent and Marc Gasciogne) and
the Germany Sourcebook (by Jens
Eggert, Martin Ellermeier, Guido Holk-
er, Michael Immig, Irene Fehlberg,
Alex Kleesen, Hartwig Nieder-Gassel,
Jorg Raddatz, Thomas Rémer, Carsten
Scheibe and Andreas Wichter) were
referenced. The chapter on the Allied
German States in this book summa-
rizes and expands on the ideas pre-
sented in the German-language-only
sourcebook Deutschland in Den Schat-
ten Zwei (by Jens Ballerstidt-Koch,
Lars Blumenstein, Florian Don-
Schauen, Tobias Hamelmann, Tilo
Horter, Timo Gleichmann, Gunter Kopf,
Jérg Middendorf, Lars Siele, Jens Ull-
rich and Frank Werschke) as well as the
German-only campaign Shockwellen
(Falk Behr, Lars Blumenstein, Tobias
Hamelmann, Tilo Horter, Frank Wer-
schke and Tobias Wolter).

In the days when FASA owned
Shadowrun, licenses were granted to
Fantasy Productions and Jeux
Descartes to publish European-specif-
ic sourcebooks in German and French,
respectively. Though the material in these books was not offi-
cially “canon,” we have attempted to stick as close as possi-
ble to the histories, characters and plots they presented while
still adhering to the continuity of the official Shadowrun uni-
verse. The authors of those books also deserve mention:
Shadowrun France (Philippe Tessier), Chrom & Dioxin (Cristo
Fe Crespo, Sebastian Frankfurt, Timo Gleichmann, Guido
Holker, Tamara Kistner, Bjérn Lippold, Stefano Monachiesi,
Thomas Rémer, Jon Szeto) and Walzer, Punks and Schwarzes

’

IC (Otto Blume, Cristo Fe Crespo, Sebastian Frankfurt, Timo
Gleichmann, Guido Hélker, M. Rudi De L’Eau, Bj6érn Lippold,
Joérg Middendorf, Ten Pan Sni, Thunder).

Shadows of Europe is presented as a series of electronic
documents posted by Captain Chaos, sysop of the vast Shad-
owland archive and data haven—the number one source for
shadowrunners on what’s going on in the

world of Shadowrun. The documents
come from the viewpoint of shadowrun-
ners, for the consumption of other shad-
owrunners. These sources are each
uniqué in outlook and perspective, influ-
enced by their own particular prejudices
and interests. Each article is marked up
with a running commentary by shadow
denizens who add to, revise and contra-
dict the original post. These inserted
comments add innuendo, allegations,
opinions, rumors, misconceptions, misin-
formation, lies and sometimes even the
truth to the information presented. It is
left up to the gamemaster to decide what
information is correct and which is just
filling, as appropriate to his or her game.

The first document, The New Old
World, provides an overview of
Europe’s history and its corporate,
underworld and magical affairs. Two
major events are described here: the
founding of the New European Econom-
ic Community (and its internal dynam-
ics) and the brewing mob war between
the entrenched Mafia and the Vory V
Zakone. The activities of the Big Ten
megacorps and the top fifteen AA Euro-
corps are also explored.

The chapters that follow detail
each nation in turn, including history
and current affairs, cultural differences,
important figures, interesting locations,

corporate and criminal dealings, and vari-
ous business opportunities for enterprising shadowrunners.
This information provides a wealth of plot hooks and back-
ground setting concepts for gamemasters to draw from.

Following these sections, the Game Information chapter
provides information on getting in and out of each nation,
including border crossing by both legal and extralegal
means. Suggestions for using each country in your Shad-
owrun campaign are also provided, as is a complete listing
of Central and Western European Matrix RTGs.
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America last year helped them to better understand the underworld dynamics across the

continent, so they managed to avoid walking Into a situation blind and getting their hoop
shot off. Given how small our world has grown (thanks to suborbital traffic, the Matrix, lingua-
softs and other tech), it seems appropriate to give other continents the same freatment. First
up for the hairy cybereye Is Europe, a patchwork land of mini-states, fairy-tale kingdomes, reli-
gious conflicts, corporate scheming and many other sundry affairs that draw out shadowrun-
ners like devil rats to a corpse.

In‘my quest to bring you paydata from the most reliable sources available, it only made
sense to turn to the European shadows to find some Euro-runners who didn’t mind giving us
the scan on their local scene. | contacted Synner, one of the Helix data haven sysops, to
recruit his help in rounding up some streetwise peeps with solid refs. Synner went above and
beyond the call of duty, pulling in favors from some of Europe’s top talent. As a result, we've
compiled a comprehensive exposé of the European shadows unlike anything seen before.
Starting with an overview of European history to put everything in context, these files move on
to cover dll of the important places and people that visiting runners might need to know.

Even more than North America, Europe is a mixed bag of nations and cultures, rubbing
shoulders in close proximity. You don’t have to go far to cross a border and immerse yourself
in a different world. But thanks to the New European Economic Community, Europe is now
more unified than ever before, at least where the authorities are concerned. And while cer-
tain pan-European entities like megacorps and the Mafia aren’t restricted by minor hassles
such as borders, they still tailor their activities to suit the needs of each particular locale. I've
said it before and V'll say it again: do your homework, and be aware of what you're getting
into before you bumble in to some tense situation like a clueless tourist and wind up as a foot-
note on some travel advisory.

Without further ado, I'll pass things over into Synner’s capable hands and let him walk us
through New Europe.

e Captain Chaos
Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 05:03:26 CET

| ‘ve had more than one runner tell me that the flle collection we threw together on North
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overview of the continent—specifically, what makes it different from North America and

other places. We'll start with a history lesson, courtesy of my old friend Echec. We'll then infro-
duce the New European Economic Community and delve Into the major powers in the realims
of crime and corporations. We'll follow that up with an introduction to Europe’s Awakened side
and wrap it all by briefly touching on the parts of Europe that don’t get full coverage later on,
such as the Balkans, the Baltics and Greece. You may be tempted to skip ahead to your favorite
Euro locale, but the info In this section may be vital to your survival. | suggest you take a peek.
o Synner

Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 05:12:29 CET

ONCE UPON A TIME IN EUROPE

by Echec

If you're reading his at all, it probably means you're not from Europe. You may think it's
all Swiss chocolate and Italian wine. You're wrong. They say you can learn a lot about a peo-
ple from talking to them, but truth be told, you can learn a lot more by studying their history.
Europe’s past is at times convoluted, bloody, dark and light—as befits a continent that boasts
faerie-tale kingdoms and corporate democracies, religious wars and civil wars, all side by side.

B efore we dive into the details on specific Euro hotspots, | thought It best to start with a basic

o Echec Is an archivist at the Hellx. He was once employed as a Contemporary History pro-
fessor at the Sorbonne before his work tweaked one too many noses among the arlsto crowd.
He's the perfect person to fill you in on what's old news in the Old World. Nothing happens
around here without a few centuries of backstory to precede It, but I've asked Echec to focus
on just the last fifty years or so. If you want older data, the Helix has links o numerous history
sources in its main directory.

® Synner

THE END TIMES
In the early years of this century, Europe was the world’s leading consumer market; local
’ corporations were going through a period of unrivalled growth. The positive economic cli-
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mate allowed the European Union’s (EU) integration policy to
overcome its final obstacles: common currency came into use
and definitive trade and transit laws were settled. In sharp
contrast, however, social and governmental instability grew as
electoral abstention reached all time highs. Companies
increased their influence through privatization of public ser-
vices and industries across Europe.

Vulnerable Eastern European markets soon became a test-
ing-ground for newly licensed products or trial runs of new
technologies. The cheap labor there also meant that many
Eurocorps gained an edge over other transnational counter-
parts in European and near-Europe markets, especially in fields
that required unskilled labor. High-tech corps followed con-
sumer goods into these markets; for the first time, the poorer
countries of Western Europe felt the pressure of recession as
they were abandoned for higher-profit territories. Despite the
economic fluctuation, a bright future seemed certain. Nature
had other plans, however. In less than a decade, Europe fell
into chaos.

A long chain of eco-catastrophes began to unwind in the
latter half of the first decade. Nature rose up against man:
severe rains, flooding and snowstorms in the north caused
massive crop failures and severe damage to basic infrastruc-
tures. Decades of environmental abuse finally took their toll as
over-fishing and pollution brought some industries and eco-
systems to the verge of collapse. Panic loomed large, and yet
disasters of this magnitude were only heralds of the troubles to
come.

Crisis paralyzed the continent as institutionalized corrup-
tion was revealed across Europe; crime rates soared and gov-
ernments fell. Civil war returned to the Balkans, Germany
faced pressing internal dissention and terrorism became
commonplace in Spain and France. Above it all, the European
Union was paralyzed by the demands of what had become a
litany of chaos.

DARK DAYS

Refugees spilled into Western Europe as the Border Wars
flared, sparked by the desperate assaults of Belarus'’s dictator-
ship on its neighbors. Eastern Europe was quickly engulfed in
a long series of conflicts that involved Russia, Poland, Ukraine,
the Baltic States, Romania and Bulgaria. The ensuing chaos put
regional geopolitics back 50 years and fueled a revival of
extreme left and right wing factions, prompting further seces-
sion movements.

In early 2006, Russia stepped in to stabilize Belarus, ignit-
ing a new wave of conflict over what was seen as expansionist
ambitions. The wars raged on and off for the next twenty years,
shifting focus from country to country, in long drawn-out con-
flicts not unlike the Chechen conflict of the 1990’s. Over a mil-
lion people lost their lives in a series of continuous clashes.

By 2008, the situation was critical. The EU’s dwindling
resources were overstretched, funding everything from radia-
tion fallout cleanup to compensating agricultural losses. As
governments struggled with their own internal problems,
financial support for the Union became a controversial issue in

.

the richer countries. Radical movements in all sectors and inter-
ests developed during these years, giving birth to a new gener-
ation of activist groups (dubbed “policlubs” by the media).

o Policlubs atftracted activists and intellectuals alike. Having lost
faith with major political parties, many people turned to policlubs
that achieved direct results rather than wallowing in apathy. This
explains why policlubs have much more active and direct par-
ficipation in politics in Europe than in America.

© Morse

2008 was also marked by the collapse of the German gov-
ernment, causing chaos throughout the EU. Central Europe,
unbalanced by the instability from the east, reeled from the dis-
solution of its powerful neighbor, Germany.

Before the situation could resolve itself, nuclear disaster
struck. The Cattenom Nuclear Plant suffered a meltdown,
spreading massive doses of radiation to the surrounding
regions (Lorraine, Saarland "and Luxemburg) and causing
untold damage to the economy.

In a bid to restore order, a military junta rose to power in
Germany. This created consternation among traditional allies
and opponents across Europe and effectively crippled the EU.
The Union's poorer nations, such as Greece and Portugal, strug-
gled to redirect their EU-dependent economies. Spain in partic-
ular suffered, plagued by continuing pro-independence vio-
lence and an internal struggle for increased regional autonomy.

In Europe, as elsewhere, the Sixth World was having a
troubled birth.

STRANGE WINDS

A new plague blazed across Europe when VITAS 1 hit in
2010. Close to 15 percent of the European population died
within 6 months. Despite desperate quarantines and emer-
gency measures, the death toll was so severe that public health
services resorted to communal funeral pyres. Almost no fami-
ly was left untouched by the plague. Governments shook and
fell in the ensuing turmoil.

Europe was still reeling when the “Year of Chaos” (2011)
began. From Ireland to Greece, standing stones and ancient
sites awoke, trumpeting magic’s return to the Old World. Con-
firmation of UGE births—initially overlooked as Cattenom-
caused malformations—further shook the continent.

Nature wasn’t finished, though. The vicious Black Tide
struck the northwestern coasts of Europe, devastating large
parts of the Netherlands, Denmark, Germany, UK and Norway.
Many areas remain flooded and toxic for years to come; mil-
lions were displaced and thousands died. More meltdowns,
flooding, bad weather, toxic disasters and oil spills lashed
Northern Europe and the UK without mercy. France trembled
as the volcanoes of Auvergne awoke and laid waste to hun-
dreds of square kilometers of French heartland. The Auvergne
eruptions were only the first of several chains of earthquakes
that wrecked Santiago and Galicia in Spain and Lisbon in Por-
tugal over the next decade, eventually ending in volcanic erup-
tions in the Azores.

10 Shadows of Europe




e The first chain developed southwest, while the second went
southeast. We're overdue for a third one which—assuming it fol-
lows the patftern—should go north. Yes, that’s right through the
lle de France and past Paris itself.

o Rimbault

THE CHANGING TIMES

In January 2012, the situation became even more volatile
when Pope John Paul IV denounced metahumans as abomina-
tions, causing rifts in the Roman Catholic Church and society at
large. Despite the reactionary pronouncement, many people
turned to the comfort of the apparent “safety” and “normalcy”
of the Catholic Church to cope with a world gone mad.

This resurgence of organized religion was especially strong
in southern Europe; many smaller churches and sects were
absorbed into an expanding Catholic power base, while just as
many new splinter groups sprang up. Orthodox Christianity also
received a shot in the arm, but this was not immediately appar-
ent with the immense upheavals in Eastern Europe.

The Treaty of Galway in 2014 finally brought about the
United Free Republic of Ireland, though it obscured many of the
major power shifts that were actually taking place in Irish poli-
tics. Reactions varied from outright shock to muffled surprise,
all muted by Europe’s collective difficulties.

Having weathered the changes thus far, every nation in
Europe geared up for recovery and reconstruction. Walloon
(southern Belgium) seceded after a referendum (only to later
join France during a serious recession in the late 20’s) while
Flanders eventually became part of the United Netherlands.

Four years of relative peace followed. Stability seemed
imminent, until in 2016, both the British prime minister and
Russian president were assassinated. A wave of political
killings followed, revealing deep rifts in the fabric of European
society that were yet to be healed.

The old Atlantic Alliance (NATO) finally collapsed as the
USA announced its military withdrawal from Europe in 2017.
The venerable organization would never fully recover, becom-
ing little more than a transatlantic watchdog. Revisions of the
NATO charter were postponed by the regional chaos, though
the consequences of this decision were not immediately felt or
completely understood.

o NATO's collapse paved the way for the Euro Wars. Without
America riding shotgun, Russia and the Muslims thought they
could trample all over us. We faught them real good.

© Punkrabbit

e There’s always one. Read up on the Wars. Nothing is that cut
and dry. Russia might never have turmned west if it weren’t for
Yakut and there were several Islamic states opposed to the
Alliance for Allah at the Damascus conference.

o Colonel Cobra

Showing the first signs of full collapse, the EU was sus-
pended in 2018 due to budget problems. It was also discred-
ited for its inability to handle the European instability. By major-
ity vote, the Council of Ministers disbanded the European Par-

liament and decided the EU bureaucracy would limit itself to
executing established mandates and would develop no new
activities. The European Commission was given the task of
administrating the existing framework; only the council
remained fully active—for a little while longer. In practice, only
the economic aspects of EU integration remained in effect. The
free circulation of people, products and monies survived (as
much thanks to corporate lobbies and bullying as genuine
national interest). The common currency, the euro, was main-
tained in most territories since the alternative was deemed too
costly in such taxing times.

SETTING THE STAGE

In 2021, Goblinization transformed millions the world
over. Reactions in Europe varied from the awestruck in the
Czech Republic to the xenophobic in Switzerland. Gobliniza-
tion underlined existing prejudice in many countries, though
the return of VITAS in 2022 would gloss over many differ-
ences. The second strain of the plague claimed a further 10
percent of Europe’s population, but was contained much
faster than its predecessor.

In 2024, Pope john XXV finally presented the world with his
much-delayed Imago Dei Encyclical, revising Catholic doctrine
on magic and metahumans. With this one sweeping gesture, the
Catholic Church rejoined the Sixth World, healing its rifts with
many sects and denominations but sending shockwaves through
conservative-minded nations like Spain and Italy.

In France, Imago Dei and the discreet support of the
emerging new aristocracy allowed the “Enlightened” faction of
the Catholic Church to force the conservative clergy to step
down. This spurred a rise in the Church’s popularity among the
French people and the body politic.

In the United Kingdom, a different power rose as the Con-
stitutional Act was passed and the Lord Protector’s Office cre-
ated. The British establishment became increasingly isolationist
and drifted ever further from Europe.

The latter half of the twenties saw the ascension of the
megacorps in Europe as they lobbied, bought and maneuvered
themselves into key positions across the continent. The
absence of cohesive governments in many markets allowed
the new transnational powers to root themselves with far more
ease than would be expected in countries with strong tradi-
tions of sovereignty and nationalism.

Many local corporations found it impossible to compete
with the megacorps. Instead, they played the “local” game,
establishing a strong base in one region, forging ties with local
politicos and benefiting from the enhanced public image this
brought them. Other Eurocorps, like Hildebrandt-Kleinfort-
Bernal and BMW/S-K, were powerful enough to break though
the ranks of the megacorps and establish themselves as global
powers in their own right.

EUROPEAN RESTORATION

Several events stopped the impending corporate control
of Europe. The first was Russia’s occupation of the Baltic States.
The sudden flood of refugees to Poland, the Czech Republic
and the AGS mobilized public opinion and kick-started the
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body politic. Resurgent nationalist movements and policlubs,
aided by hidden interests and secretive financiers, led the
opposition to corporate power. Their demands were bolstered
by the recent successful secessions of the German states and
the promise of Basque independence.

The second significant factor was Austrian Prime Minister
Matthias Helger’s European Restoration proposal. This called
for—among other things—a new pan-European sovereign
state; a central Federal government similar to the USA/UCAS;
further liberties extended to corporations to stimulate the
economy; and equal membership for extraterritorial euro-cor-
porations and member-states.

o |t is widely believed that Helger’'s Restoration plan was In fact
masterminded by the great dragon Lofwyr.
o Felix

o "Believed” my hoop! Lofwyr hadn’t surfaced yet, but every-
one knows he was pulling Helger’s strings. The moment the
Restoration tanked, Helger fell out of favor and is now little more
than a footnote in history.

o Dragonslayer

The European Restoration mobilized millions both for and
against the proposal. Helger’'s “One European People” plat-
form enraged nationalists and traditionalists and made for
strange bedfellows among its opposition. Concerted resis-
tance from nationalist, socialist and conservative political par-
ties eventually brought it down.

Many national governments also saw this as the greatest
threat to their sovereignty in almost a century. They blocked
the project in every way possible. Even half-hearted attempts
to breathe some life into the EU ensued. This option was bol-
stered, strangely enough, by the UK abandoning the Union. A
long-time naysayer of pan-European policy was suddenly
gone, and the remaining members finally had the quorum to
try to revitalize the organization. It would be a long way back
to health, but there was no need for a European Restoration
when a simple renovation was possible.

THE CRASH

To close the decade with a bang, the Crash of February '29
struck. Corporations vanished, banks went bankrupt, stocks fell,
industries collapsed and people lost fortunes in the space of
days. Suddenly, it seemed like all the work of the past decade
was lost.

Economic survival called for desperate measures. The UK
and Eire closed their borders. In Scandinavia, telecom giants
Nokia and Eriksson merged. Portugal nationalized most of its
major industries into a single company—Lusiada—thereby cre-
ating Europe’s first corporate democracy.

In neighboring Spain, a government depleted by growing
internal demands ended 200 years of violent conflict by grant-
ing autonomy to the Basque nation. This compromise height-
ens the tension between regional authorities and the central
government; only the symbolic figure of the King and the con-
servative Church kept the country together.

¢

The EU became officially defunct as its last great pillar,
France, saw the collapse of the Fifth Republic in a military coup
on Bastille Day (July 14th). The military replaced the govern-
ment ostensibly to stabilize the situation, announcing free elec-
tions in the following year to return power to the people.

o Most people believe the military wanted the best, or at worst
were unwitting pawns of the aristos, but the Euro Wars forced the
nobility to change their plans and the junta remained in power
until mid-2036.
o Fleur-de-Lys

Then, something happened that probably saved Europe
from total socio-economic ruin. There was a war.

THE RUSSIAN INVASION

Prompted by a worsening internal crisis and the disastrous
campaign on the Siberian front, Russian troops invaded Poland
and Finland in a clear resource grab. The Polish Army put up a
valiant defense with little support from its Western allies, but
Russian air supremacy soon severed communications and sup-
ply lines. Fighting continued, but Warsaw fell three months
after the invasion began. Emboldened, the Russian authorities
ordered their military to continue their drive, stepping onto
East German soil in early 2031.

To replace a hamstrung NATO, a rushed Euro Defense
Force was enabled by European nations. Poland officially sur-
rendered early in 2031, but desperate Euro forces fought back
in Germany, Austria, Hungary and the Czech Republic, forcing
a stalemate despite enormous casualties and property dam-
age. In late 2032, despite heavy loses on both sides, the Russ-
ian leadership aimed a massive offensive toward Berlin, fore-
seeing a harsh winter and new internal difficulties. The Euro
Force initially held but then began losing ground. Over the next
few weeks, Russian forces advanced steadily.

Meanwhile, the mercenary outfit MET2000 was established
in besieged Germany. Assembled from corporate military assets
and smaller mercenary companies, it boasted cutting edge mil-
tech and experienced soldiers. While MET2000 was hired and
sent to the front lines, Russian forces found Berlin prohibitively
costly to take and bypassed it, moving instead into the German
heartland. The front ground to a new deadlock across the Elbe.
England finally reacted, landing troops in the Low Countries
with approval of the Duch and Belgian parliaments “to defend
British interests;” they did not participate in any significant mil-
itary action.

The surprise Matrix, special forces and Nightwraith strikes
of January 2033 crushed command and control networks,
abruptly bringing the first Euro War to a close. In the first weeks
of 2033, an official armistice was signed. Fighting continued to
plague Eastern Europe, however, as Russian troops withdrew
across the territories they had conquered. The scars left are still
visible in divided Poland and the East.

e Don’t ask. We still don’t know who did it. Take it to one of the
Nightwraith conspiracy SIGs.
e Synner
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Even after the war, Europe remained in a deepening
recession. The general mobilization and rise of strong gov-
ernments in various countries kept some fields of the econo-
my marching along, especially the industrial-military com-
plex, but it simply wasn’t enough. In Northern Europe, the
Scandinavian Union was founded as a defensive and political
pact; with support from some of the fledgling German states,
it began resettlement around the North Sea. Portugal, mean-
while, leased the Algarve coast to a consortium of megacor-
porations that established an extraterritorial corporate
enclave/megaresort.

THE GREAT JIHAD

While Europe wrestled in turmoil, the United Islamic Con-
ference in Damascus broke down. Extremist groups and right-
wing governments (including a recently elected fundamentalist
Turkish government) formed the Alliance for Allah, while the
moderate countries formed the short-lived Federation of Islam-
ic States (including Morocco, Kuwait, Egypt, Jordan and others).

o Unfortunately, the Federation fell apart almost immediately;
radical elements deposed the government in Jordan and
chased the King of Morocco into exile. When the African Muslims
started marching north, most of the rest decided to fall in step.

o Asad

Incited by the charismatic leadership of Mullah Sayid Jazrir,
the Alliance launched the second phase of the Euro Wars. React-
ing to centuries of Western exploitation and the return of an
influential Catholic power in parts of Europe, the Alliance invad-
ed a weakened Europe through Southeastern Europe and South-
ern Spain. Greece and the Balkans fell before any organized
defense could be mustered. European forces rallied behind the
Danube Union troops led by Leopold Habsburg and held the
enemy at the gates of Vienna. A joint MET2000-Union taskforce
supported by other North European divisions struck through
Hungary and Austria, beginning a slow and costly rollback.

e Y’know, some European aristocrats and conservatives owe a
lot to the Euro Wars. Men like Antoine d’Orléans and Leopold
von Habsburg maximized their media exposure as they took a
direct role in military affairs, crafting images of themselves as
true heroes, leading from the front lines. This icon status served
them well in the political aftermath.

o Flak Jack

Inspired by the raging conflict and call to jihad, tens of
thousands of young Muslim Africans and Arabs gathered on
the southern shores of the Mediterranean. Coaxed by hunger
as much as religious fervor, but too far away to join the fight-
ing in the Balkans, they grabbed every seaworthy ship or boat
and surged across towards the riches and affluence of Europe.

The Spanish National Guard units that remained in Spain
underestimated the threat posed by this desperate, ragtag army.
Though initial conflicts were a slaughter, the Spanish had no
hope of repulsing the sheer numbers of fundamentalist-fueled
invaders. Mass panic ensued and the Spanish coast was overrun,

along with some areas of Portugal and ltaly, though corporate
troops retained control of the Algarve Corporate Enclave.

e The heart of Europe was also touched by this warfare, as
bombings, sabotage and terrorist attacks struck far behind the
front lines. Muslim communities were fractured by infighting,
slammed by Intense repression and round-ups and assaulted
with xenophobic attacks.

o Socio Pat

Spanish, Portuguese and corporate mercenaries were
recalled from the Eastern front to battle this beggar’s invasion
of southern Iberia; the situation rapidly escalated into a meat
grinder. Thousands of invaders died, but the remaining tens of
thousands now had automatic weapons and continued their
march into the Spanish heartland. A desperate war of attrition
developed; the French Foreign Legion was fielded in support of
Spanish forces while the Spanish Church called for a New Cru-
sade, a new “Reconquista.”

o Nothing like a religious holy war. If we were lucky, the fanatics
on both sides would wipe each other out and leave the rest us
to enjoy the planet in a more tolerant atmosphere.

® Hexentanz

At the height of the bloodshed, a joint Anglo-Spanish
amphibious task force assisted a daring countercoup behind
enemy lines. Popular King Hassid removed the fundamentalists
from power and returned to the Moroccan throne, which dis-
rupted the invaders’ momentum. This shifted the tides of war
in Iberia and signaled the beginning of the end of the Alliance.
As soon as the main offensive in Spain was crushed in early
'36, concentrated air and naval forces struck the Alliance in
Southern Greece. With the help of Resistance cells, Greece was
retaken in two months.

In Macedonia and the Balkans, difficult hilly terrain and
guerrilla tactics slowed the European advance and caused
heavy casualties on both sides. On the home front, ethnic
inequalities within the Danube military and a disproportionate
amount of casualties among the Hungarian and Czech troops
led to social and political dissention and the collapse of the
Danube Union. The European offensive ground to a halt as a
new wave of Alliance reinforcements restored some of the lost
moral; the fighting again intensified.

Just when it seemed the Alliance would mke a break-
through, however, news spread that Mullah Sayid Jazrir had
been assassinated in Istanbul. The Alliance crumbled as differ-
ent factions and leaders claimed power; the unity of purpose
vanished before petty bickering. The war was effectively over,
though the Balkans remained aflame.

Against this backdrop of years of war, several major
events went largely unnoticed. Ireland gave way to the elven
nation of Tir na nOg in 2034, and though reactions ranged
from indignant outrage to muted shock, too much was at
stake elsewhere. The regeneration of the Scottish Wildlands
began in 2036, though it was largely unnoticed at first. And
finally, the éminence grise of European politics and finance,
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the great dragon Lofwyr, came forward to claim control of
Saeder-Krupp, sending shivers down many spines in the busi-
ness world.

o The fiming of some events is just too perfect. The elves take
power in Eire exactly when no one can afford to complain?
Lofwyr comes out of hiding just before the end of the war? The
Wildlands in the UK go nuts when people are looking the other
way? Greater plans were at work.

e Conspir-l-See

THE CALM AFTER THE STORM

Though largely untouched by the fighting, Western
Europe was left in a deep economic recession after the Euro
Wars. It would take the next few years to rebuild and restore
the damage done on all levels. This slow and arduous task saw
the rise of new political powers in a number of countries, some
riding the popularity of war legends, others genuinely dedi-
cated to restoring their nations. For some countries this came
too late—central government in Italy disintegrated, for exam-
ple, and it would take much longer to return to its feet.

o Many of the older hands on the Helix lived through the reces-
sion in our youth. People gripe about the way things are today
but have no idea how bad they were back then. Hard times,
those: inflation skyrocketing, out-of-control unemployment,
rampant corruption and no light af the end of the tunnel.

® Buscettino

To the east, the short-lived Danube Union crumbled in
internal dissention as a result of Leopold von Habsburg's
attempt at dictatorial power. The various countries returned
to independence and Leopold himself vanished shortly
before the collapse after making a controversial public
speech. In the aftermath, the Czech Republic and Austria fare
better than Hungary and Slovakia, partially due to instability
in the neighboring Balkans, where fighting regularly erupted
between opposing factions, micro-nations and balkanized
city-states.

Elsewhere in the world, this was also a time of consolida-
tion for a new order—that of the megacorps. The mid-sized
Eurocorps found that the only way to remain competitive in the
aftermath of the wars was to merge and consolidate. Thus the
Eurotronics Consortium and European Motor Company were
born, among many others, following the path blazed years
before by Zeta-ImpChem and Transys Neuronet.

Just as Europe was righting itself, the Night of Rage tore
through Berlin, Rome, Warsaw, London, Madrid and many
other places. Paris, Prague and Lisbon were notable exceptions
to the anti-meta craze that swept the globe.

e The reactionaries always need some other group to blame.
When it wasn’t Muslims and foreigners any more, they turned to
the next available target: metahumans.

o Antifa

REBUILDING AND RESTORATION

The Forties and Fifties were a period of calm and healing of
old wounds, occasionally marred by a scandal or crisis. Europe
rebuilt and renewed itself, settling into a new status quo.
France relaxed under the veiled control of the nobility, while
across the Channel the Green Party replaced the Conservation-
ists and settled into a 30 year run behind the British govern-
ment. The Allied German States and a new confederate gov-
ernment in Hannover were installed by a new German consti-
tution. The Baltic Sea recovery project was launched, pioneer-
ing a combination of magic and newly developed microorgan-
isms from independent research labs in Oslo and Stockholm. In
2043, Flanders and the Netherlands form the United Nether-
lands, after years of cooperation and planning. That same year,
the second France earthquake chain rattled southeastern
France and the Mediterranean in 2043.

Helger’'s European Restoration proposal found new life in
the aftermath of the wars, as the revised plan offered a num-
ber of incentives to jointly rebuild the continent and regain
economic might. Though many new leaders initiaily supported
the plan, however, the economy gradually shifted out of the
depression; a resurgence of policlubs and nationalists again
brought the idea to its knees.

In 2051, Europe was shocked by the human experimenta-
tion scandal in Marseille. Subsequent investigations led to
unprecedented fines and penailties against an AA corporation,
Spinrad Industries, but complacency soon returned.

Mid-2055 became infamous for outbreaks of insect spirit
infestations in several major cities, following the revelation of
similar events in North America. The clampdown in Europe,
however, was much stricter and more public. Euro Force inter-
ventions supported by corporate military units wiped out major
hives in Constantinople, Athens, GeMiTo and Merseyside.
Sylvestrine priests and Orthodox exorcists provided magical
support during the crisis, and several corps, including Saeder-
Krupp and Ares, field-tested new weapons against the threat.

o We know better, don’t we, boys and girls? When you squish
bugs, the others just hide deeper in the cracks. And these bug-
gies had plenty of warning that the boot was coming down.

e Arachnae

A tense, watchful peace reigned for the next few years,
until it was wrecked by the first moves in the Corporate War.
Both the Fuchi-Renraku and the Ares-Cross conflicts spilled
over into Europe, as MCT, Aztechnology and Shiawase
pounced on the unprotected European assets of the brawling
giants. Yamatetsu and MCT's local branches used the general
confusion to restructure their operations to maximum effect,
and both expanded their presence in both Western and East-
ern Europe.

Whilst others plundered the orphaned remains of Fuchi or
the unwatched possessions of other empires, the great drag-
on Lofwyr was planning to pillage the biggest prize of all. In a
carefully planned coup, Lofwyr executed a leveraged buyout
of the powerful Swiss Bank Corporation. While Ares and Cross
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Applied Technologies crossed swords in France, other Euro-
pean corporate giants took advantage of the rich opportunities
to bolster their positions and seize some of the assets ignored
by the Big Ten.

CURRENT AFFAIRS

The “Year of the Comet” caused panic and chaos in Europe
as it did elsewhere: SURGE triggered renewed prejudice in
Spain and Switzerland; the volcanoes of Auvergne rumbled
and erupted anew in a strange manifestation of magic and
sheer natural force; off the coast of England, a sunken island
rose from the sea heralding a change that threatened to topple
‘the regime; astral constructs manifested, restoring ancient
wonders and sacred sites of power from Athens to Rome to Tir
na nOg. The Orichalcum Rush plundered the Ukraine and
encountered unexpected resistance in the small German nation
of Marienbad, but despite it all, Europe faired well compared
to other parts of the globe. News from California fueled anti-
Japanese sentiment, stoked by less-humanitarian-minded Euro-
corps in their own interest.

o Echec doesn’t want to cramp anyone’s style. Different
countries dealt with recent events in different ways. You’ll
have the chance to see how in the remaining articles in this
compilation.

® Synner

The events in Western Europe, however, were overshad-
owed by the conflict in Poland. The puppet government
installed by the Russians violently repressed the Martyrs’
Uprising on November 2, 2062, paving the way for the Civil
War currently engulfing the country. Numerous factions
moved into position to take advantage of the situation—fore-
most among them Saeder-Krupp and the Catholic Church’s
Providence Corporation.

The Europort Intercorporate Summit of November 2062
trumpeted the biggest political event of the Sixties, the
approval of the New European Economic Community Proto-
col. The pan-European successor of the EU was scheduled for
a June birth, but unexpected and speedy governmental
acceptance of the Protocol led to the Constitutional Act being
signed on April 24, 2062. Even at this early stage, it promis-
es to play an important role in the way Europe functions as a
political and economic entity—and how it looks at itself. Of
course, the rise of nationalist parties in several AGS member-
states and the nationalist victory in Austria may be the first
signs of a knee-jerk reactionary response to the NEEC, but
only time will tell.

The “New Old World Order,” as Berlin anarchists are call-
ing it, is in full swing.

THE NEW EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

e Odds are, one of the reasons you're reading this file is that you
caught last month’s official inauguration of the New European
Economic Community on the newsfeeds, and you’re wonder-
ing what the frag it is and how it's going to affect our business.

To tell you the truth, we at the Helix have been wondering much
the same thing. Ever since the announcement at the Europort
Summit, all the talks have been ulira hush-hush. To combat this,
we declided to call in a marker with an old friend to bring you
the skinny on the NEEC. She’s a Pulitzer award-winning journal-
ist with a bulletproof rep, so without further ado, | hand you over
to Ms, Madeleine Muller.

e Synner

A TANGLED WEB
by Madeleine Muller

Who says history doesn’t repeat itself? Though the Euro-
pean Union vanished from international politics back in '28,
you're probably all aware that on April 24, the New European
Economic Community (NEEC) was officially inaugurated in Brus-
sels E.C.

The facts are deceptively simple: Europe’s 15 biggest cor-
porations came out of the Europort Corporate Summit last
November with a detailed plan to re-establish a common market
and free trade zone and create a pan-European institution to reg-
ulate and develop it. Though the foundations were allegedly set
at the Summit, the speed with which governments signed on
seems to confirm widespread suspicion that the project has
been quietly gathering momentum in European boardrooms and
parliaments for a very long time. Legislation that would normal-
ly have taken years to hammer out was passed in all ten initial
NEEC member-states within four months—with unprecedented
agreement between governments and opposition parties in
many countries.

Though the extent of corporate influence in the halls of gov-
ernment of the Sixth World is obvious to many in my profession,
no one believed something on this scale was possible. How the
very highest levels of government and corporate power
involved in these delicate negotiations and coercions kept them
quiet is astonishing and might give some credence to some of
the wilder theories in circulation. Media involvement in hushing
things up is suspected; the project is the subject of immense
speculation.

o That's putting it mildly. Since the Nexus uploaded their dossier
on the Sixth World’s dragons, the Helix SIGs have been going
crazy with rumors. The inauguration being moved forward two
whole months was suspicious, to say the least.

o Otaku Mike

o Well, you can’t say Graff-Beloit didn’t warn you.
o Dragonsiayer

o Bulldrek! Only you would believe that paranoid old hag's Sec-
ond Restoration crap!
o Fleurde-Lys

o Fleur has a point. Even Lofwyr couldn’t manipulate ali the piay-
ers involved here. Were talking multiple AA corps, many of which
hate his guts, plus ten national governments for crying out loud. |
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don’t care how many politicos are in his pocket!
e Money Man

o |'ve got to agree with both our friends above. | can’t see Zeta-
ImpChem or HKB signing on to a Lofwyr scheme. At the end of
the day, it does make economic and political sense for all those
involved, so it’s entirely possible that the agreement was reached
naturally without anyone’s coaxing. | wouldn’t bet on it though.
e 0111011001

o Good old human nature ... Occam’s razor wins every time.
o Script-diver

Nationalist claims to the contrary, the NEEC is not an
entirely one-sided deal. Governments saw the proposed NEEC
as leverage to regain some control of the economy and simul-
taneously reap the benefits of the vote-winning social and cul-
tural agendas. All they had to do was accept a return to the
turn-of-the-century free transit and truly interdependent econ-
omy that vanished in the balkanization and recession that fol-
lowed the Euro Wars.

The inevitable controversy and protests raged, but in the
end opposition was half-hearted and hampered by the fact
that there’s little obviously wrong with the proposed organi-
zation. The lukewarm euro-economy needed a stim to the
arm, and so far only ultranationalists and euro-skeptics are
finding anything inherently at fault with the NEEC. This is
unprecedented to everyone, a completely unique political
beast that sees corps and governments acting hand in hand,
setting a delicate balance between national sovereignty and
corporate power.

e Muller's made it seem almost peaceful; she must be getting
soft in her old age! Protests in several AGS states, Denmark,
France and Spain degenerated into strikes, riots and car bombs.
Many people remember that stagnant, euro-sucking creature,
the European Union and the ill-conceived European Restoration
federal project, while others were just pissed about being kept in
the dark. Uttra-nationalist groups like Alliance Nationale and
Volksfront were especially keen on targeting Pro-NEEC politicos.
e Antifa

e | can give you at least a few reasons there wasnt as much
concerted opposition: French Alliance Nationale chapterhous-
es were firebombed just before two maqjor rallies. Dansk Front
hosts were hit by psychotropic viral code that mailed itself out
to the 255,000-member database just two days before the
Scand Union held its NEEC referendum. Several other minor par-
ties and major anti-euro policlubs are still licking their wounds.
e Public Eye

e Gimme a break! What about the other half of the story?
Opposition to the NEEC was quietly bought off or eliminated.
November: Jean-Charles Dardoit, majority leader in the Assem-
blee Nationale has a stress-induced heart attack. December:

Johanne Hoercht, VP of the Austrian Heritage Party, has a fatal
car crash and Gerd Koester, outspoken anti-European member
of the German DNF steps down due to “personal problems.”
January: Danish opposition leader Jens Hansen is caught in a
Vory money laundering scandal ...

o Poly Tick

WHAT IT DOES

The NEEC’s declared long-term purpose, mirmroring the
1970’s EEC, is to establish an open market and free circulation of
monies, people and goods within its territorial limits (both polit-
ical and corporate). In its efforts to restore Europe’s pre-emi-
nence as the world’s leading consumer market, the NEEC has
already taken concrete measures towards making transit within
the NEEC easier for members’ citizens, national and corporate,
while “incidentally” hampering non-local corps’ business.

One step to be implemented in ‘64 is the creation of a cit-
izen registration similar to the UCAS and German SIN system:
the Common European Electronic Registration System (CEERS).
Other measures include the creation of tariffs on imports into
the NEEC (Corporate Court members are exempt under the
Business Recognition Accords) and revitalizing and expanding
the half-finished EuroRoute super-highway network.

e On the upside, the CEERS system will allow NEEC natives to
cross borders with a wave of their credsticks, while foreign and
corporate citizens will still go through the usual hassle of
paperwork, visas and searches. Everyone familior with SINs
knows the downside: public records, taxes, fransaction regis-
ters, tracking, and so on.

o ASDF

NEEC MEMBERS

Nations Corporations

Allied German States AG Chemie

Austria Erika

(zech Republic Esprit

France ESUS

Italian Confederation Frankfurter Bankenverein

Portugal HKB

Scandinavion Union Lusiado

Spain Maersk

United Kingdom Meridional

United Netherlands Proteus AG
Renauit-Fiat

Pending Membership Saeder-Krupp

Euskal Herria Sol Media

Greece Transys Neuronef

Hungary LeterlmpChem

Tir na n0g
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Other elements of the NEEC agenda include: environmen-
tal regulation and enforcement (Europe is extremely environ-
mentally conscious after the mess the continent was left in the
early years of the century); common defense policy (via Euro-
Force); coordinate judiciaries and policing of member states
(via the Supreme Court and EuroPol respectively); financing
social and public heaith programs; promote the euro as a
viable alternative to the huyen in international transactions;
establish a 5 percent sales tax revenue to finance NEEC institu-
tions; and subsidize social, cultural and educational programs
in member-nations to create a skilled professional consumer
base with the best possible standard of living.

The funds and political will behind the original EuroRoute
project dried up in '55, but two short months after the NEEC
revitalized it, construction is complete on ER! (Rhine-Ruhr-
Paris), ER2 (Paris-Madrid) and ER3 (Madrid-Lisbon). Construc-
tion on the Rhine-Ruhr-Europort link is running behind due to
eco-protests and the Europort-Paris link is suffering problems
too. The EuroRoutes will allow both maglev-monorail and two-
story elevated highway links between all NEEC capitals. Tolls
will allow for better border control and easier goods transit and
will cut overland travel time between destinations by almost 20
percent while serving as security chokepoints against go-gangs
and smugglers.

o At least two AGS checkpoint tolls have diready been blown
to smithereens by the raubritter (“robber knights”) to get access
to the ER1. If this keeps up, the NEEC will have more to worry
about than a bunch of protesting green freaks.

e Jouster

SO HOW DOIS IT ALL WORK?

At its core, the NEEC is surprisingly sleek. The Council of
Ministers itself or the two commissions develop economic and
social legislative proposals, which are presented to the council
for a vote. Proposals from the commissions must be “spon-
sored” by three council members before being brought to

vote. A proposal requires a 60 percent majority to become an .

NEEC Directive, after which a new Implementation Committee
is chosen, or created, to supervise the directive’s transition into
national law and guarantee the member-states/corporations
stick to some sort of implementation timetable,

The dust is starting to settle after the first round of wheeling
and dealing, and some of the potential problems are becoming
clearer as the details of who'’s getting what turf in the NEEC
become public. Already we're starting to see jurisdictional bick-
ering, conflicting interests and dirty politics coming to the fore
around each of the major institutions. A few of the players are
padding their own nest, most are mere pawns of greater pow-
ers, but all are accomplished masters of the game of politics.

© Keep an eye on Harald Gustavson, the Scand representative,
and of course Julian Sergett], $-K’s chief lobbyist. Both play dirty
whenever it suits their interests.

® Morse

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

The executive and legislative body of the NEEC is orga-
nized on a one-seat/one-vote basis. One major novelty in
international circles is that four seats on this intergovernmental
council belong to megacorps. These are elected from the Cor-
porate Policy Commission by their peers—a kickback for the
corporate co-financing of the NEEC. The first corps to hold
council seats are Saeder-Krupp, Zeta-ImpChem, HKB and Erika.

Council representatives possess little true autonomy; all
decisions at this level come down from the government or cor-
porate board. That said, a representative holds a position of
significant prestige and the potential to diplomatically influ-
ence discussions to advance a country’s or corporation’s (or
personal) agendas.

® These representatives remind me of Corporate Court justices.
Huge power, but ultimately they answer to the pencil pushers
and Iobbies. They may get the spotlight but they have to con-
stantly outmaneuver party politics and ambitious political up-
and-comers back home. They’ll probably generate more shad-
owbiz at home than in Brussels..

© Poly-Sci

e Don’t you believe itl These guys are the public face of the
NEEC, the obvious target for nationdlist, environmental and anti-
European radicals. Security duty Is a sweet deal: high-pay, luxu-
ry accommodation, travel and low risk.

® Bishop

© Low risk! Walit 1ill Nationale A\lqpn gefts its act back Togefhe[!
e White Label E )

/

A rotating presidency falls to each member for a six-
month period, alternating between corporate and national rep-
resentatives. During his or her term, the president is responsi-
blefor setting the council agenda and representing the NEEC

" internationally. Though the office doesn’t entail additional priv-

ileges, it does boast considerable prestige ‘and influence—
especially as the president prioritizes the agenda.

e The presidency is going to be a highly disputed office for the
first couple of years. The first election nominated the United
Netherlands rather peacefully, but that's probably because
everyone knows nothing important is going to get done untif
the dust settles, By then, the mandate will be over,

® Leendert

THE COMMISSIONS

If the Council of Ministers represents the airy heights of
international politics, then the commissions are where the
NEEC is grounded in political and economic realities.

The Corporate Policy Commission (CPC)
The fifteen largest Eurocorps (according to Corporate
Court ratings) hold seats on this advisory body to the council—
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a stronghold of corporate influence over the NEEC. Corporate
representatives are appointed by their peers to the council
every two years. Unlike the political appointees to the council,
the sharks on the CPC are handpicked from the best negotia-
tors and lawyers in the corporate ranks. The CPC also elects a
chairman—who serves annual terms—who organizes the
meetings’ agendas and mediates potential disputes. It'll come
as no surprise that the first chairmanship went to S-K Repre-
sentative Gustav Moeller.

A CPC representative’s job is to make sure the NEEC does
what her corp wants by influencing votes and out-maneuver-
ing the opposition’s interests. Each is backed by a staff of lob-
byists, spin doctors and intelligence assets that operate both in
Brussels and across Europe. Their mission is to advance their
corporation’s goals while keeping a tight leash on the politi-
cians on the Council of Ministers, Social Policy Commission,
and the all-important Implementation Committees.

o | got my hands on the mesting tapes: $-K, HKB and Z-IC seem
to have struck a deal voting on each other to ensure they were
elected to the council and railroading some of the smaller corps.
Erika had support from Transys, Mcersk and surprisingly Proteus.

o Smoke

o To get the extra vote, $-K put the screws on ESUS big-time. It
leaned on the Dutch government and arranged several “accl-
dents” at the Antwerp Transport Hub that almost cost ESUS that
contract. Wonder who's behind the delays on the Europort-
Paris EuroRoute that have cost ESUS-subsidiary Alstom a for-
fune?

e Campbell

o People like Zeta-ImpChem'’s Katrina Thyssen and Esprit’s Lau-
rent Beaulieu are the worse of the bunch, but if you really want
to get in on the CPC shadowbiz don’t waste time looking to the
public faces—the real qdeen bees are hidden among their
staff. They’ll do whatever it takes o make sure everything runs
the way they want it, whether it means ruining an opponent’s
political career or removing a CPC rival (“social engineering”
as they call it).

e Mcleod

The Social Policy Commission (SPC)

The other half of the lopsided commission equation, the
SPC is also an advisory body and a legislation developer. |
foresee NEEC-member states eventually using it as a vehicle
to introduce politically oriented policies. Populated by nation-
al political appointees—three per country—its mandate is cur-
rently meant to be restricted to social, development and
cooperation policies. The SPC supposedly safeguards the
democratic interests of the NEEC population and acts as the
organization’s social conscience, but we have yet to see the
political has-beens that end up on the commission really make
a stand on anything of consequence.

e Not all the politicos on the SPC are has-beens. Some are polit-
ical *exiles” with agendas of their own; agendas that involve
using deniable assets to solve thelr problems and get them
back home.

e Red Menace

e Whereas in the UCAS and CAS mudslinging and political con-
troversy reaches peaks around election season, in Europe it’s an
all-year pastime-—and nowhere more so than in Brussels EC. The
shadows thrive on the spillovers of the political maneuvering.

e Pond Hopper

IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEES

By now you're all wondering, what about the bureaucrats?
Well, so far we've only covered how directives and policy are
defined. How are those decisions implemented in the field?
The answer to both questions is the same: the unimaginatively
named Implementation Committees (or ImpComms).

When a new directive is passed, it is handed over to an
Implementation Committee. Each ImpComm is led by a direc-
tor—the council picks directors from CPC and SPC nominees for
two-year terms—whose mandate is to oversee the transition
and application (including the relevant timetable) of such direc-
tives to national legislation. Each ImpComm is allocated a bud-
get and staff upon inception, but the director gets a lot of leeway
in their use as long as he keeps to council-defined deadlines.

The impact of implementation can be such that the power
distilled into the directorships is inmense. Being able to tweak
the introduction of these laws (not to mention reaping lobby-
ists’ and their grateful sponsors’ goodwill) makes an ImpComm
Directorship a choice, albeit dangerous assignment for both
company men and professional politicos.

e So that’s what all those scores of backstabbing power-hungry
piranhas in the halls of Brussels are afferl Just the way | like my
politics: dirty and brutal.

o B-Light

o Two months into the NEEC and we've already seen one way
of delaying introduction of certain directives: offing the relevant
director. It took a month to replace the newly-
appointed/recently deceased Environmental Committee
Director. Can you imagine how much money AG Chemie
makes per month at one of its soon-to-be-outiawed toxic waste
disposal sites?

o Ecotope

o August is just round the corner, and I'm willing to bet these
directors are going to be all over the social circuit if they can
get an invite. | remember the days when the Grand Tour really
was only for the rich and famous.

o Spider
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OTHER NEEC ORGANIZATIONS
Besides the big institutions above, the NEEC possesses a
series of sub-institutions.

Euroforce

EuroForce is the answer to post-Euro Wars Europe’s need
for a new European defense organization. NATO's empty
promise was devastatingly visible in the ruined German, Aus-
trian and especially Greek countryside. The EuroForce Accords
were drawn up in ‘37 and signed by all Western European
nations (with the eternal exception of Switzerland). Later
amendments reduced national militaries’ participation and
incorporated contracted mercenary resources from both
MET2000 and 10,000 Daggers. As the only pan-European
treaty still in effect in ‘62, the EuroForce Accords were inte-
grated into the Constitutional Act of the NEEC.

EuroForce is divided into four taskforces, positioned in the
North (Scand Union), Center (France), South (Spain) and East
(Austria/Czech Rep.). Each is made up of five divisions of com-
bined air and ground assets. Each force combines armor,
artillery, air force and logistics under a single command. Three
fleets that combine defense duties with anti-piracy and contra-
band interdiction complement the four taskforces: the First and
Second Atlantic Fleets and the Mediterranean Fleet.

o The fleets also provide naval protection and support for NEEC
member’s oilrigs, deep-sea mining operations and arkoblocks.
They aren’t operative yet, unlike the taskforces, so all you smug-
glers and mariners out there, enjoy while you can!

e Mal de Mer

EuroPol

Funded and maintained by the NEEC, EuroPol is a semi-
autonomous organization put together from the remains of
both Interpol and the EU’s original EuroPol. The Director of
EuroPol is appointed and answers directly to the Council of
Ministers. Once fully established, EuroPol will possess special-
ist taskforces for: Anti-Terrorism (AT); Organized Crime (OC);
Arms, BTL, Controlled Substances & Drugs (ABCD); and Matrix
Crime (MatPol), among others.

e Pay attention, terms. Shadowrunning biz falls Into several of
those categories, and EuroPol operates across Europe. It's no
longer completely safe to pull a job in London and then waliz
around Paris blowing your nuyen. Europol will track you over
borders and across Europe.

o Brick

e Yes, but EuroPol relies on the local law to feed them data, and
local cops are often reluctant to fully cooperate.
e X-Star

EuroPol has a quasi-federal jurisdiction and does not have
to answer to local or corporate hierarchies, reporting only to
the Taskforce Coordinator at the head office. Whenever possi-
ble, however, EuroPol prefers to function by working with the
local authorities on investigations, in tandem with local and




corporate law enforcement rather than acting as an indepen-
dent body.

EuroPol agents are drawn from all NEEC members, corpo-
rate and national; they're billed as “ubercops” with the best
equipment and funding available. They're subjected to a har-
rowing 10-week selection and training program that draws
some of the best and brightest cops and security personnel.
The pay is several notches above average, and the job has a
number of less obvious perks, like paid travel and living
expenses and full med-coverage.

o Winterhalter, the EuroPol’s first Director, used to be head of
Knight Errant for the Euro-theatre. He's no political appointee
like Director Buzzi of the Judiciary and Law Enforcement Imp-
Comm and he’s got a rep for being a straight shooter,

© Megalo Don

© Alessandro Buzzi was the last name | expected to see on that
committee. Way | heard it, he's neck-deep in debt to the
Camorra.

o Kinder

o Don’t be a drekhead, those are just rumors spread by Julian
Sergetti! He wants his crony in that particular office,
o Weaver

European Supreme Court (ESC)

One of the major reasons the Eurocorps pushed so hard
for the NEEC was the European Supreme Court. They wanted a
local conflict resolution system, one with a pro-European bias
as opposed to the muitinational Corporate Court. The answer
became the European Supreme Court, a moderating body that
handles intra-NEEC disputes and international problems with-
out having to resort to foreign rulings. Obviously, the Corpo-
rate Court is not pleased at this development since it under-
mines the Big Ten’s power and sets some dangerous prece-
dents. Technically, though, Zurich-Orbital remains the higher
court of appeal; the ESC is entirely dependent on the member-
parties good will and compliance with rulings.

The ESC is the highest civil and corporate court of appeal
recognized by all NEEC member governments and corpora-
tions. Its rulings are overseen by a panel of nine judges, four
nominated by the council and five chosen directly by the CPC.

e The Corporate Court Is already working on undermining the
ESC. If the Eurocorps get away with this, what's to stop the North
American corps from banding together, or the PPG from mak-
Ing that extra step?

© Nuyen Nick

o Actudlly, the issue Is causing unexpected division topside.
Obviously, S-K is opposed to any action, but strangely enough a
lot of justices seem to be on its side, including Wuxing, Yamatet-
su and Novatech. What their interest might be is beyond me.

o Orbital Bandit

European Central Bank (ECB)

A holdover from the days of the European Union, the ECB
does little more today than house the NEEC's monetary
reserves, coordinate interest rates with individual state banks
and maintain the multilateral monetary policies necessary to
keep the euro in circulation. For security reasons, the printing of
euro notes and coins is now the exclusive province of the ECB.

o Affer the EU collapsed, the ECB was deemed necessary to
maintain the euro as a common currency during the bleak
years of the post-Euro Wars recession. It survived to the current
day, a lumbering, bureaucratic dinosaur—a living reminder of
old Europe.

© Kaiser

CORPTALK SPECIAL: MID-2063
Original broadcast 05-15-63. Presented by Marcus Dario.

e To give you the brief on what the corporate big boys in
Europe are up to, | asked economic gurus and Brokerage X
masterminds, €splon and 0111011001, to help us out with some
of thelr inslder knowledge. I've ripped a mid-year “CorpTalk”
feature from a Sol Media news show for them to comment on,
so that they won't lose you in the detalls and stick to the big
picture. Those of you who aren’t familiar with Europe will have
enough to digest anyway.

e Synner

o Asia 8, North America 4, Europe 1. If you sald “Corporate
Court,” you're a winner. Of the Big Ten, only one Is European,
even though it's the biggest: Saeder-Krupp. Many people
think of Europe as Lofwyr’s backyard, either dead tedious or
dead dangerous. You're either running for the Wyrm and mak-
ing a bundle or against him and living on borrowed time,
right? Wrong.

® €splon

o First lesson: don’t think linearly. Europe’s eclectic cultures
make operating on the usual macroeconomic level compili-
cated. Local markets are too distinct for corps to adopt pan-
European strategles. Subsidiaries’ and divisional structures
cater to the lowest common denominator, often limiting
themselves to sub-regional profiles. This has become the stan-
dard model even for the megacorporations, and explains why
the highly centralized Japanacorps have a hard time making
headway in Europe. Plus, at this iocal level, even the big boys
face opposition from leading reglonal companies. To put it
simply, we might have a king of the hill, but we've got a frag-
glng lot of dukes too.

e 0111011001

o |'ll extend 0111°s lesson on linearlty to another toplc: share-
holding. Holdings, proxies, cross-shareholding, shell companies,
joint ventures, consortiums—we’'ve got them all and unlike
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other places, here they not only coexist but also mingle. The
nightmare hierarchies and accounting you‘ve all heard about
at Saeder-Krupp are simply standard operating procedure for
many big businesses here. To muddy the waters further, the Lon-
don stock exchange doesn’t dominate the region as do the
Tokyo and Boston exchanges; major moves are made in Frank-
furt, Switzerland or Paris.

o €spion

© Second lesson: watch for the government suit. Unlike other
modern economies, our governments have always kept their
fingers in the economic pie, a habit that has survived into the
Sixth World. Not that they care

the Scandinavian Union, Allied German States and Italian Con-
federation.

e KE also serves os an operating front for Ares Intelligence assets
distributed across the continent, including specialist FireWatch
teams.

o €spion

e Ares Arms profits from many European countries’ ties with
Africa and the Middle East, often establishing beachheads
through some sort of diplomatic contacts. Ares also leads the
merc hardware market, closely followed by MET2000 co-owner

Ruhrmetall and French Esprit.

about regulating anything, but
the governments aren’t wont to
let go of income from the major
Eurocorps. This kind of govern-
ment participation is quite
uncommon outside Europe.
Here, it is a fundamental ele-
ment of how the whole game is
played; there is no divide
between the political and the

o BXframe v7.8

Brokerage X: Heard about our services? Interested? Trans-
mit your contact info fo our encrypted Helix public  link.
“Don’t call us, we’ll call you—if your rep makes the cut, Our
offer is simple: You, our client, give us your intel, secrecy -
guaranteed;: BX uses it fo manage your portfolio using the
best identities, shells: and double-blinds money can buy.
Make a euro without breaking a sweat. Mail BX now! sault,

© 0111011001

Aztechnology

Head Office: Aztechnology
Europe, Barcelona, Spain
Senior Vice President: Vitto-
rio Cascorele

Major Subsidiaries: Das-
Hawker-Siddley,
HBDML, Lider, Marine Tech-
nologies

economic. So don’t be sur-

prised if you find out the Johnson paying you for some
datasteal on Luslada is a French government official.

o 0111011001

THE AAA MEGACORPORATIONS

We start our mid-year review of European business with
an overview of the ten prime megacorporations’ activities in
Europe.

Ares Macrotechnology

Head Office: Ares Europe, Copenhagen, Denmark

Vice President: Soren Johansson

Major Subsidiaries: Ares Global Entertainment, Ares Integrat-
ed Solutions, Ares Makrotech, Mitchell Holding

Ares Europe controls consolidated assets in Northern
Europe ranging from heavy industry to finance, but it’s having
great difficulty matching the results coming from Ares Arms’
own European division—almost twice what Ares Europe
announced last quarter. That includes profitable shareholding in
MET2000 and Integrated Weapon Systems PLC, which in turn
bring in further armament contracts and joint ventures.

Ares Global Entertainment (AGE) remains Ares’s only major
division based outside North America. The Parisian head offices
manage Ares’s media interests worldwide; its rise to pre-emi-
nence in key American and international markets has made the
AGE vice-presidency a high-profile seat. After VP Gustov von
Sidow’s unexpected retirement in December, former Ares Arms
CEO Troy Carpenter was announced as his replacement.

Knight Errant is particularly active in Northern Europe. KE
has yet to overcome the restrictions upon security corps in
many countries, but has already reversed government policy in

’

Aztechnology’s pres-
ence in Europe is widespread, if unobtrusive; its enormous retail
and wholesale network continues to dominate many market
segments. Aztech products are more common in European
consumer baskets than in America, often hidden under more
popular brands than Aztechnology, like Carrefour and Lider
supermarkets or Carisberg-Heineken beers. Showing impres-
sive results the past quarter, it vies with the likes of Mitsuhama,
Eurotronics and Erika Telecom for dominance in personal elec-
tronics and home appliances.

Aztechnology’s two other core activities in Europe have
also been on an upswing. Its military subsidiaries Dassault and
Hawker-Siddley, second-tier players in the aeronautics and
arms industries, have shown significant growth over the past
three years, while its thaumaturgical materials and services
ventures have been nibbling away at Saeder-Krupp and MCT
domination, especially in Central and Southern Europe.

® Aztech'’s euro-subsidiaries produce a variety of military elec-
tronics for other corps, as well as SOTA weapon systems. The Azz-
ies and the Spanish government also have some sort of deal
going. They‘re covertly equipping the Argentine forces holding
the border against Amazonian expansion, and Spain provides a
less obvious staging point than Aztian.

o €spion

e Despite its vaunted support of Aztec culture, the Big A plays
the cultural heritage card in both Latin America and Spain. The
Spanish Church and Crown aren’t too happy with the situation,
but the communities (Spanish provinces) love the money and
jobs brought in. Tensions have been known to fiare, though, in
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what is also the home turf of the New Jesuits Order, famous for
supporting anti-Aztlaner insurgents.
e 0111011001

Cross Applied Technologies
Head Office: Cross European Development, Paris, France
COO: Katrina Showski

Cross Eurodev’s story began when William Briggs, former
VP of Ares Global Entertainment, left Ares for Cross in 2060. Four
months later, a newly-formed Cross Eurodev—under Katrina
Showski, a renowned financial consultant—began an acquisi-
tions spree across Europe, buying out a series of Ares assets
while media attention was turning to the two megas’ activities
in North America. CATCo’s European branch has naturally devel-
oped a similar profile to Ares Global Entertainment that has
caused serious friction between the two; as showcased by the
ongoing court battle over the rights to the much-anticipated P-
Crisis 2 simsense engine. Cross Eurodev has been supplement-
ing its assets in its traditional fields, already acquiring a control-
ling interest in Alcatel-Nokia—a leading member of the Euro-
tronics Consortium—and expanding its overall market presence.

® Briggs is now a consultant for Cross Media, though he knows
drek about the field. When he succeeded Amir Lakha as AGE
VP his second in command, von Sidow, handled the media
while Briggs managed the discreet financial web now acquired
by Cross. A part of CATCo’s board didn’t want a friend of Aure-
lius’ heading the European division, though, and outsider Shows-
ki was called in instead.

© 0111011001

e Cross’s Seraphim have had a Parisian operative codenamed
“Judith” for years; some suspect that this was in fact Showski.
e €spion

Mitsuhama Computer Technologies

Head Office: MCT Western & Eastern Europe, Vaduz,
Switzerland

Division Head: David Herbert

Major Subsidiaries: Brookes Thaumaturgy, Dolmen Data Sys-
tems, DSA, Esprit Electronics, Mediasim

European subsidiaries of this Japanacorp run the gamut
from media to computers to thaumaturgy, with a surprising-
ly large turnover from its Northern European power base.
Computers and industrial robotics remain steady earners
while drone production and industrial automation represent
the core business of MCT Eastern Europe and round out the
industrial assets under the Vaduz head office.

MCT’s recent investment successes in Switzerland and
the UNL, along with the surprise buyout of Austrian power-
house Mediasim, have balanced their repeated setbacks in the
tech and software sectors in Scandinavia and the AGS. On a
positive note, its local magical services branch, Brookes Thau-
maturgy, has met with startling success in England and France.
Implantation in southern Europe continues to pose problems,

though, with widespread anti-Nipponese suspicion reinforced
by news reports coming from occupied California.

o MCT still has a strong presence in the Scand Union, specifical-
ly among Oslo R&D corps and cyberclinics. Local news points to
Yakuza influence in white-collar crime extending beyond its tra-
ditional niche, an indication MCT may have infiltrated the Oslo
Black Stock Exchange.

© 0111011001

o Maybe the infiltration Is only superficial, but | doubt it. Before
switching focus for the MCT European head office, the old
Hasler Financial Consultancy used the Oslo Black Exchange a
lot, as well as the services of Brokerage X's earller admins
(before we decided to work only with runners). Our procedures
have completely changed since, but I've already caught an
MCT agent searching through some of our old shells.

e €spion

Novatech Incorporated
Head Office: Novatech Europe, London, UK
Vice President: Nigel Winthrop

American tech giant Novatech has had a moderately suc-
cessful run in Europe since its formation in 2059. Novatech’s
enormous investment in regional software and deck develop-
ment houses, as well as its sales push into Fuchi’s former Euro-
pean markets, has paid off. While Novatech has cornered a large
part of the software market for both personal decks and networks
in Europe, the corporation shows low growth in many of its other
core interests. Despite possessing remarkably profitable assets,
notably Eurotronics consortium-member Gemsys, Winthrop has
preferred to focus on collaborating with Fuchi Orbital and the
South American and Carib Divisions to develop a new support
facility in French Guiana for their mobile launchpad.

o The project management has been a mess. The remaining
division heads are blaming Fuchi Orbital’s CEQ, Jacques Lemer,
for playing favorites. To their disappointment, Villiers doesn’t
seem to agree with them. The fact that Lemer’s connections in
Paris were sufficient to gain the government’s support in French
Guiana, despite S-K pressure, didn’t help.

® €spion

Renraku Computer Systems

Head Office: Renraku Europa, Munich, Germany

Manager: Karl Stadt

Major Subsidiaries: Blohm &. Voss, Eurosoft, Gaz-Niki, Izom

Armaments, Securitech International, Tetradyne Matrix Systems
Renraku’s European presence heralds back to the original

Keruba International Consortium, though the division’s size

slimmed down through the years. Today only Izom Arma-

ments remains of Renraku’s original defense industries. Com-

puter networks, grid and host systems, data processing and

Matrix services providers now function as the backbone of
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what is still known as “the most conservative branch of the

most conservative mega.”

Renraku’s troubles following the events in Seattle in
2059 have allowed the company’s other international divi-
sions to rise to the spotlight. Stadt’s Renraku Europa has
taken the challenge, choosing to expand its business pres-
ence in Italy, Poland and the AGS and investing in a number
of unexpected fields, such as extreme environment hard-
ware, with exceptional results.

o Stadt is a perfect example of the predators the rat race
breeds. “The ends justify the means” Is his motto, and the free
rein the Tokyo bosses gave him tells me they agree with him. It’s
often hard to recognize his handiwork, but if you’re interested,
you should keep an eye out for Martina Kalelstos, his *personal
assistant.” She handles black ops.

e 0111011001

Saeder-Krupp

Headquarters: Essen, Germany

President/CEO: Lofwyr

Major Subsidiaries: Arianespace, ATT, Barytech, BMW, Com-
merzbank, Dresdner Bank, GIAT Industries, Hermes Eurocom,
KP-W, Messerschmidt-Kawasaki, Morgen-Tek GmbH, Ruhr
Nuclear, Siemens-Nixdorf, Swiss Bank Corporation

European megacorporation Saeder-Krupp remains the
world’s largest corporation. In Europe, its core businesses and
biggest concerns are heavy industry: energy, waste process-
ing, vehicle manufacture, engineering, electronics, robotics
and industrial nanotech. S-K is also the leading chemical and
thaumaturgic corporation. Its financial empire amalgamates the
Dresdner Bank, the Commerzbank and the Swiss Bank Corpo-
ration, among others. Beyond these first rank subsidiaries lie
numerous major aerospace, Matrix service providers and
industrial companies.

S-K’s weight in the European economy is undisputable.
Market analysts believed its only glaring absence was in mid-
range electronics—this was overcome in 2060, with the
takeover of Eurotronics Consortium members Siemens-Nixdorf
and Philips.

Rumors persist about the true extent of Lofwyr’s holdings
across the continent, but the corporation restricts access to its
operating data. Speculation is also rife about S-K’s ventures in
Poland, Austria and Russia encountering unexpected setbacks,
but no one seems able to fully evaluate S-K’s influence over the
rest of Eastern Europe.

o Lofwyr and Saeder-Krupp are simply the biggest powers in
Europe. I'd say the Vatican is a distant second, but | digress. The
hardest part is the balance between the awareness of their
influence and pure parancia. | say “thelr” on purpose: some
peopile, like Rolf Bremen or J-C Priault, can ruin your day without
ever disturbing the boss, though rumor has it that since his van-
ishing act in Moscow last year, Bremen can’t even take a leak
without the Wyrm knowing.

o 0111011001

e Though Transys has recently challenged S-K’'s bid for Erika’s
Wireless Matrix technology, it’s in the chemical sector that there
have been major moves. Just last month, Lofwyr assigned Rosan-
na Cartridge of S-K Prime to replace Krupp Chemicals CEO
Pieter Frederick, who suffered a “nervous breakdown” when
Lofwyr was informed of Zeta-ImpChem’s blackmail against him.
e €spion

Shiawase Corporation

Head Office: Shiawase European Business Center, Brussels
Managing Director: Otomo Kasai

Major Subsidiaries: A-Technologies, Fuchi Simsense Studios,
Vector Matrix Services

The extensive holdings of the Fuchi Pan-Europa group
have operated under the Shiawase banner for three years now.
Newly appointed managing director Otomo Kasai has begun
an ambitious consolidation with the Tokyo board’s approval—
an unprecedented change in operating procedure for the
“Family Mega,” whose prior rigid hierarchy was compromising
further expansion. Molded on Fuchi’'s regional organization,
the Brussels head office’s coordination of all the European divi-
sions’ assets has already begun out-performing Shiawase’s
functional division structure.

Shiawase Biotech and Envirotech have represented the
bulk of the regional turnover since Shiawase Atomics’ troubles
in the teens, but this shakeup has given a number of smaller
subsidiaries and divisions new confidence. Combined with the
former Fuchi assets now incorporated, this gives Shiawase a
dynamic and eclectic presence throughout Europe.

o With those new assets came Fuchi’s military capacity, from
munitions manufacturers to stealth bombers stationed at the
Elva airbase in Estonia.

o €spion

e The triumvirate of Kasai-Pardeau-Griber locked down Shi-
awase Europe’s control, Otomo Kasai is Korin Yamana'’s second
nephew, Luc Pardeau is a damage control expert working for
the board and Felix Griber is MIFD’s troubleshooter.

e 0111011001

Wauxing, Incorporated
Head Office: Wuxing Euro-Finance, London, UK
CEO: Wu Chi Wong
Major Subsidiaries: Albion Mutual Fund, Bank of Vienna &
Hong Kong, Worldwide Shipping

Before joining the ranks of the AAA megacorporations,
Wuxing's interests in Europe were limited to financial assets in
London and Vienna. Despite successful turnaround in the past
four years, its joint expansion with the Pacific Prosperity Group
in Asia and North America has been a serious drain. Wuxing
has adopted a new policy in Europe, where most of its Pacific
allies are absent, relying instead on partnerships with local cor-
porations. One instance has seen Wuxing establishing a joint
venture with Portuguese AA Lusiada under the Worldwide
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Shipping banner to bypass resistance from Maersk and ESUS in
the transport sector.

e Even if the New Druidic Movement and the Lord Protector’s
Office does not exactly welcome him, James Harper-Smythe,
one of Wuxing shareholders, has been spending a lot of time at
his London loff lately. The rumor is he’s working on giving the
Harper-Smythe dynasty an heir with a young British model. But it
might be a smokescreen for his meetings with Anthony Hilde-
brandt of HKB.

o €spion

Yamatetsu Corporation
Head Office: Yamatetsu Europe, Vladivostok, Russia
Division Head: Michelle Forlani
Major Subsidiaries: CrashCart Europe, Danone, Holistic Heal-
ing, Yamatetsu Synthetech

Yamatetsu is suffering growing pressure from S-K over
development in Eastern Europe and Russia. This has diverted
needed resources and set several euro-operations on a down-
ward slide. Notable exceptions are CrashCart, the French Syn-
thetech-Danone group and the myriad SOTA-tech developers
the corp has picked up in the Scandinavian Union in the last
couple of years. The high profile new offices in Berlin and
recent breakthroughs in core fields, however, have led to a lot
of media coverage. Yamatetsu has put that free publicity to
good use, cashing in on its meta-friendly image and expanding
into the mega-friendly markets in force.

o News from the frontlines is that Danone has pulled a trojan
horse on Italian Olgitech. The ltalian corp’s recent stockmerger
with Agronaut proved to be a ploy by Danone: Yamatetsu now
owns a healthy slice of Olgitech’s stock.

e 0111011001

THE EURO-MEGA-15
Next, we feature the leading fifteen AA Eurocorps in
terms of turnaround, growth and development in the past year.

AG Chemie Europa

Headquarters: Frankfurt, Germany
President/CEO: Dr Jlrgen Straub
Consortium Members: BASF, Degussa,
Hoechst-Aventis, Solvay, Stern Pharma

Major Subsidiaries: BUT Heavy Industries, Frankfurter Immo-
biliengeselischaft, General Genetics, Global Polymers, Mueller-
Schliiter Infotech, Zeiss AudioTek-Cybersystems.

AG Chemie Europa remains a mainstay of European industry
and a leader in plastics, polymer engineering and pharmaceutical
products. This Frankfurt conglomerate continues to be the third
largest player in the global chemical industry, but Japanacorp
Komatsu is catching up. Though these represent AG Chemie’s
core businesses, it has subsidiaries in a variety of chem-related
fields, from coal processing to super-conductors. Two years of
unimpressive results, persistent problems with its North Sea
operations and Saeder-Krupp’s and Zeta-ImpChem’s control of

ag chemie

several core companies have led Straub to focus on diversifica-
tion. The last Quarter has seen the first steps in this expansion, but
we predict the next six months will be the real test.

e AG Chemie desperately needs to look beyond both its
names: chemicals and Europe. And while old man Sfraub’s sup-
port of the expansionist faction is displeasing both S-K and Z-IC
reps on the board, Spinrad Industries ends up with Stern Phar-
ma’s swing vote on the board.
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Erika
E mA Headquarters: Espoo, Finland
Tomorrow TopAY  CEO: Anders Malmstein

While Erika has an impressive presence in Northern
Europe, the Scandinavian brand is a household name world-
wide. Born of the merger of telecom giants Ericsson and
Nokia, the corp has remained cutting edge in its fields, both
through its own range of portable computers and telecom
units and through joint ventures such as Alcatel-Nokia.
Though the company holds the number three slot in world-
wide consumer electronics, Renraku and Eurotronics are slow-
ly encroaching on the market.

Erika’s R&D centers produce tremendous profits off new
technologies and related licensing deals. Their innovative
Wireless Matrix Initiative made surprise headlines in February
when Erika announced a joint venture with Transys Neuronet
rather than the expected Saeder-Krupp. It will probably make
the news yet again with the alpha-test early next year.

e Erika haos little non-retail presence outside Europe, with the
exception of lesser-known divisions such as NanoGlobe (Sioux
Nation) and Dorada Genetech (Azania). The Scandcorp
prefers 1o license out rather than expand.

© €spion

o The leadership of the Wireless Matrix is drawing some serlous
(read: AAA) affention. Both MCT and Yamatetsu are staging
ops from the Oslo areq, while Lofwyr is seriously pissed af being
out-maneuvered by Celedyr’s Transys. Expect the drek to con-
tinue to fly.

o 0111011001

Esprit Industries
| Headquarters: Paris, France
CEO: Herbert de Vaucanson
Major Subsidiaries: Beretta, Egis Services, Esprit
d Flectronics, Panhard, SEPER, Thales-Raytheon,
Total-EIf

Originally a joint venture of defense manufacturers GIAT,
FN Herstal and Thales, Esprit Industries has outgrown them and
now holds its own among the Top Ten miltech manufacturers.
Esprit’s main incomes in 2062 came from Thales-Raytheon’s
military network monitoring and analysis electronic suit, the
Agas cruise missile developed with Aérospatiale and the high-
ly-rated SEPER personal armor, made famous by MET2000 and
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the French Foreign Legion. For Third Quarter revenues, a break-
through deal with the Red Army is now raising expectations.
The firm also seeks to expand out of its niche with Total-EIf in
the chemicals sector and a civilian microtronics joint operation
with Mitsuhama under the brand name Esprit Electronics.

o André Fergern, the French-Egyptian international arms deal-
er, became Esprit’'s Chairman in 2058. He maintains some
French intelligence contacts, but rumors also tie him to Aztech-
nology from the “Ensenada days” in 2048. There’s naturally plen-
ty of drekheads claiming he’s another of the Big A’s secret
shareholders.

o €spion

e S-K acquired GIAT in 2038, snatching a seat on Esprit’s board.
You can aiso find Total-Eif technicians on S-K Arabian oil rigs.
Other influences on the board include an Azie-connected
Chairman, the French, Zurich-Orbital and Monobe since it
acquired FN Herstal. Mix in MCT joint ventures and the militaries,
and you can see why Esprit is known as a nest of vipers.

e 0111011001

ESUS
Headquarters: Paris, France
= President/CEO: Peter Osborne
Major Subsidiaries: Alstom, EuroAir,
Chargeur, SNCF
ESUS makes the best of its near-monopoly situation in
French transport, using it as a foundation for its foreign devel-
opments. Last year's renewal of the Antwerp Hub manage-
ment contract signals continued success; now five major trans-
portation hubs are under ESUS-Chargeur management: Le
Havre-Antifer, Antwerp, Newark, Guadeloupe and Newhaven.
The recent acquisition of six new G-Concorde suborbitals
was also a welcome boost to EuroAir’s airlines. ESUS is also sup-
plying its know-how, tried and tested on the French SNCF and
Eurotunnel, to the EuroRoutes’ rail system, as well as providing
its new TGV Laser maglev. While Alstom’s energy and naval
building concerns lag behind ESUS’ transport branches, it's turn-
ing a tidy profit internationally with the construction of TGV lines
in India and Russia and its part of the EuroRoute project.

Europosn Shuitig ¥nified Sorvices

e ESUS is caught in a three-way cockfight with Mcersk and
Worldwide Shipping. We filter a lot of runner tipoffs at Brokerage
X, and news of ESUS’s black ops come every week.

© €spion

Frankfurter Bankverein
Headquarters: Frankfurt, Germany
CEO: Monika Stueler-Waffenschmidt

The Frankfurt Bank Association has an
impressive set of subsidiaries and shells outside
its financial business focus, but few consolidated assets.
Despite its standing as a financial giant, a counterweight to S-
K’s and HKB'’s leadership of the financial sector, it rarely stole
the headlines. So it was until June 2062, when the upper man-




agement was thrown into chaos after FBA's mysterious Presi-
dent, the great dragon Nachtmeister, was killed in a duel with
Lofwyr over Frankfurt. The announcement late last year that
CEO Stueler-Waffenschmidt held the voting rights for Nacht-
meister’s stock helped stabilize the situation, but market spec-
ulation remains high following buyout offers from S-K and
HKB.

o The FBA went crazy after Nachtmeister’s demise, doing any-
thing to keep afioat—including a joint venture with S-K in the
Sudan. What was probably a gesture of appeasement fowards
Lofwyr has become a dragged-out campaign in the African
desert. We're still collating data on the unlikely flashpoint here
at BX, since several corps are getting involved. We've seen
reports of confirmed Transys operations and are awaiting cor-
roboration on a joint Wuxing/DeBeers-Omnitech recon force,
though there is still no explanation on the reason behind the
corps’ heavy interest.

0 0111011001

Hildebrandt-Kleinfort-Bernal

Headquarters: London, UK
' President: Paul Bernal Il

HKB is known as the largest of the

Eurobanks, second only to S-K and Z-O worldwide, and rough-
ly on par with the Malaysian International Bank and Wuxing.
Renowned in high finance and risk management, HKB also
holds a wealth of industrial assets worldwide. HKB is a major
shareholder in corporations such as Transys Neuronet and the
new Regulus Joint Industries in Europe, but also possesses sig-
nificant investments in Cape Town, Calcutta, Hong Kong and
Sydney.

This financial corporation recently suffered a serious stock
drop following the news that it had lost control of Transys to
the great dragon Celedyr. Its quotation remained shaky after
the brokering and insurance branches failed to meet HKB's
own projections for Second Quarter earnings.

hildebrandt - Keinfost -

e Several confirmed runs and yet-unexplained setbacks folled
the projections. Anthony Hildebrandt is putting pressure on the
Bernal clan and organizing a power block of his own on the
board.

o €spion

e Don't tell anyone, but HKB is one of the corps we formerly
fronted Brokerage X deals for. HKB's paranoid security levels of
late guarantee our insider trading isn’t detected and back-
tracked.

© (0111011001

Lusiada

Headquarters: Lisbon, Portugal

CEO: Emmanuel Salles

- Major Divisions: CNI, Lusiada Foreign Opera-
Lusiada tions. LT, LusoAgronomica, Lusiada Técnica,
LusoServices, Petrogas

During the 2035-40 Recession, most of the Portuguese
economy amalgamated into a single economic entity under
government supervision in order to avoid collapse. The result-
ing national corporation earned an AA rating from Zurich-
Orbital, but its performance remained consistently unremark-
able. Recent Lusiada policy under CEO Salles, however, has
been to revitalize traditional markets and expand into several
new ones in Europe and America. Initial results have been
promising, but most noteworthy to analysts are the alliances
Lusiada has forged with S-K and Wuxing, among others.

e Besides the major shareholders—the government and the
four families who rule the country—S-K and Wuxing aiso
received stock as part of their deals. The Board controls both
Lusiada and Portugal. Like the country it hails from, the corpo-
ration Is a curious mix of decadent bureaucratic dinosaur and
modern corporate shark.

o 0111011001

Meersk Incorporated Assets
Headquarters: Copenhagen, Denmark
President: Peter Frédin
Major Divisions: Danske Bank, Kveerner-Meersk, Meersk-
Sealand, Meersk Oil & Gas, Meersk Medical, Maersk Matrix
The staple naval yards, shipping interests and surface and
subsurface oilrigs are only the proverbial tip of the iceberg for
this Nordic giant. Many in fact give Meersk credit for being the
first proto-mega corp. A wide array of subsidiaries in a number
of high-tech fields, ranging from Matrix tech to health care, com-
plements Meersk’s impressive maritime assets, but the Kveerner-
Meersk shipbuilder remains the media darling. Late-breaking
news has Meersk placing a lawsuit with the NEEC Supreme Court
against Proteus AG for breach of contract, following yet unex-
plained problems with the joint mobile-arcology project.

o They're calling it the Real Cold War. The Kvaerner-Maersk merg-
er put an end to the latter’s past friction with Proteus, since
Kveerner supplied critical components of the former’s arkoblocks.
After the recent falling out, though, things are heating up again.
Before this court case came down, Proteus threatened several
undersea pipelines and Maersk ordered a batch of Krupp Robot-
ics Scylla, the subaquatic version of the Fury combat drone.

e €spion

o ESUS and Mcersk had a long-standing gentlemen’s agree-
ment but Wuxing-Lusiada’s arrival has shattered the status quo
and now all three are at each others’ throats.

o 0111011001

. Meridional Agronomics

| Headquarters: Granada, Spain

CEO: Sebastian Barrios

Major Subsidiaries: Meridional Com-
merce, Finisterra Biotech, BioSys
Genetics, Mediterranean Trade &
Shipping, Publidad Espafiola
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A household name today, Meridional has diversified and
extended its influence far beyond its original market. Unlike
most major agricorps, which focus on soy and alternative food-
stuffs, Meridional maintains an emphasis on natural agricultur-
al production. Its produce is sold as far away as Russia and the
UCAS, though most of the production still comes from
Mediterranean countries. Long-term investment in secondary
assets like industrial biotechnology and genetics are starting to
show results, supplementing the Spanish corp’s already
healthy bottom line.

e Suspected links with the Arab crime syndicates have drawn
several investigations by Spanish authorities and media. Sol
Mediaq, itself tied to the Vdzquez syndicate, appears to have a
vested interest in assoclating the corp with the Maghreb and
Berber underworld.

e 0111011001

Proteus AG
Headquarters: Helgoland, Germany
CEO: Annette Brandt Tennhaus.

Circumspect Proteus AG continues to gamble on
expanding the human frontier, pioneering technologies need-
ed for long-term undersea and space colonization. Their
famous arkoblocks in the North Sea and the Sea of Japan, pri-
marily dedicated to research on everything from life support
systems to biotechnological enhancement of the human
body, were supplemented by the takeover of the former
Fuchi Berlin arcology and an aquacology in Salish-Shidhe
waters. Rumors persist, however, that the discreet German
corporation may be facing revenue problems. Its naval con-
struction and space launch divisions seem to be the only two
divisions focused on short-term results—a fact recently
underlined by the stalling of the mobile arkoblock construc-
tion at the Kveerner-Meersk shipyards.

© Profeus Is toeing the fine line of war. They've made a few
moves against the weakened Frankfurter Bankenversin, likely fo
enhance their financial assets, but this is nothing compared to
the problems with Mcersk that have sent the Kvcerner-Proteus
deal info a tailspin. The situation between the two is deteriorat-
ing fast, especially since Proteus pulled out of the deal, citing
that Kvcerner-Maersk breached confidentiality on the
arkoblock plans.

e 0111011001

Regulus Joint Industries
Headquarters: Angel Towers
Arcology, London, UK

CEO: Richard Heckmeyer, Jr.
Major Divisions: Regulus Electrical, Regulus Food Products,
Regulus Industrial Operations, Regulus Transport Services, UNL
Banking Group

Last year's major merger of long-lived Eurocorps British
Industrial PLC and Royal Dutch Joint Enterprises gave birth to
Regulus Joint Industries. Rumors had been rife in all the major

[4

brokers for months, but it was still a surprise when the two
major shareholders, HKB and Index-Axa, revealed the merger
plan in January. Though the newly integrated corp aims to
eventually rival Saeder-Krupp and IFMU in the industrial field,
its first efforts are dedicated to the consumer goods market to
increase revenues fast. For most analysts, however, the real
issue remains technological research and development, a
weakness the merger didn’t overcome.

e Nevertheless, British Industrial’s engineers acquired a huge
amount of experience on the London Tube and Kenyan deep
mining operations. They have enough for Regulus to race with
Hyundai-BM and Debeers-Omnitech for the development of
space mining equipments, promising lucrative licensing deals
with both Ares and Novatech.

© 0111011001

o Relations between Royal Dutch JE and the UNL government
had been sour of late, and they haven’t improved with Regu-
lus. Royal Dutch kept the merger so secret that the Ministers
responsible for the government’s shares In the corp didn’t hear
about it until it hit the newsfaxes.

® €spion
; Renault-Fiat
g A Headquarters: Paris, France
’ II President/CEO: Alain Ponteret
Major Subsidiaries: Agusta-Cierva,
GaoponasIosy Dacia, Ferrari, Groupe Med, Michelin

Renault-Fiat's automotive division’s results have increas-
ingly worsened in the past years, a fact that has given rise to
concerns about the health of the mother corporation. Accord-
ing to industry insiders, only Ferrari and its membership in the
Eurocar Consortium are turning a profit for the automotive
branch. Withdrawing from the automotive sector remains com-
plicated, however, due to mutual participation with Nissan in
the Chrysler-Nissan group.

Despite the apparently negative phase the company is
going through, the Agnelli family, major shareholders in
Renault-Fiat, backed the acquisition of the Agusta-Cierva aero-
nautic company in March as a show of confidence in the
group’s future. Michelin’s chemicals group has still turned in
good results, and though Groupe Med faces growing compe-
tition from Spinrad and Sol’s tourism divisions, it continues to
lead the regional field.

e The top guy is really Michael Agnelii-Elkann, Renault-Fiat chair-
man and president of Agnelli’s IFI holding since his father Dami-
an retired in 2060—after the assassination of his older son
Gluseppe.

© 0111011001

e For most runners, the familia generates.more biz than the
corp. They play a major role in the company and view them-
selves as ltalian aristocracy, though Michael at least consid- ,
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ers himself as much French as Italian (his great-grandfather
was French).
e €spion

Sol Media Group
Headquarters: Barcelona, Spain
CEO: Marina Nidos
Major Subsidiarles: Terra Networks, Muxxic,
Sol Media, SolEstudios, Sol Vacaciones

Of all the European corporations, Sol Media Group has
achieved the greatest growth in the past decade. The tourism
division is expanding, but still lagging behind the media
branches. The group is famed for big coups, from breaking
into the coveted Aztlan market in 2052 to obtaining control-
ling interests in several media and telecom companies
throughout Latin America in 2054. In 2061, it focused anew
on Europe, grabbing exclusive rights to Europe’s leading
media production company, Dutch group Endemol Entertain-
ment, and sending its share price rocketing by merging with
ltalian media giant Fininvest. These events have triggered a
wave of buyouts, consolidating most of the media and enter-
tainment industry in Europe.

o This reduced the European media field, and the subsequent
war, to Ares Global, MCT, Sol and DeMeKo. Shiawase-Fuchi stu-
dios are aligned with DeMeKo, and Spinrad Media will probably
strengthen its alliance with Ares if needed.

¢ 0111011001

e Rumor has it that VP Mario Kempes is connected to both the
Azzies and the Alta Commissione—the latter provides a clue as
to how the merger with Fininvest was pulled off. The merger had
actually been on the table for years, but it seems Sol wanted to
outsize its fiancé before the wedding to ensure Nidos and
friends came out on top.

® €spion

Transys Neuronet
Headquarters: Edinburgh, UK
President/CEO: Fiona Blareth

The Transys Corporation stamped its indeli-
ble mark on the world when it produced the first
fully functional cybernetic limb back in 2019. Since
then, Transys labs have conceived some of the most advanced
cybertech, genetech and biotech of all types, placing the corp
firmly on the cutting edge of neural interface technology and its
applications to Matrix and cybernetics related fields.

Recent powershifts on the board have returned control to
the great dragon Celedyr after years of friction with co-share-
holders HKB and Zeta-ImpChem. Transys has since become
increasingly active, signing with Erika on the Wireless Matrix
project and buying out Pueblo software house Iris Software.

¢ The WMI deal shoved Transys into the limelight and chal-
lenged S-K at the same time. HKB s still reeling from Celedyr’s
moves and the dragon is looking to press his advantage. Dirty

tricks means hard cash for many of our friends, so let’s keep
our fingers crossed that Celedyr keeps busy in the foresee-
able future.
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Zeta-ImpChem
Headquarters: Interlaken, Switzerland
CEO: Harald Meier
= Tt~ Major  subsidiaries: Alxon  Pharma,
EuroMedis, Hoechst-Aventis, Monomed,
Natal, Nestlé

Zeta-ImpChem (or Z-IC) is Europe’s biggest AA, com-
parable in size to CATCo and Wuxing, and rating higher than
Novatech. The result of the merger of Swiss and British
chemical companies quickly rose to the coveted leadership
of the high-tech polymer, chemical and pharmaceutical
industries and managed to keep it, despite pressure from
Saeder-Krupp. Its expansion policy brought Nestlé and a
large portion of AG Chemie under Z-IC’s control. The corpo-
ration also expanded into medical services with EuroMedis
and chip production with Natal. Only the failed acquisition
plan of Transys Neuronet in the 50’s allowed Saeder-Krupp
to grab the chemical industry top slot. Though keeping a low
profile, Zeta-ImpChem remains under fire from eco- activists
due to questionable business practices. Rumor even has it
that Z-IC will be the first target of an EuroPol investigation for
suspected violations of NEEC environmental statutes and
toxic-waste dumping.

e Z-IC is probably the most ruthless company in the Euro the-
atre, as proven by their survival to years of struggle with S-K—
and without any dragon or mystical conspiracy behind itl

© €spion

EUROPEAN ORGANIZED CRIME
by Buscettino

e Buscettino is the sysop of the Mobcore SIG, one of the Helix’s
staple newsboards. He's obligingly provided us with a brief
primer to the European organized crime scene.

e Synner

If you're incoming from North America, you’ll probably
recognize some of the players here. If you want to stay out of
trouble, though, you've got to understand that though the
names may be familiar, this a completely different game. The
two major underworld players in the European theatre are the
Mafia—in a strict sense of the word—and the Russian Vory v
Zakone. East-Asian syndicates have minor footholds, but a
number of smaller Balkan (especially Albanian), Turkish, Afro-
European and native crime outfits are powers to be reckoned
with locally. Remember that some of these big boys have been
around for the better part of a millennia, if you believe the
tales, and that the concept of “territories” is understood quite
differently. Many syndicates and local outfits have overlap-
ping interests and territories, cooperating or clashing as the
situation dictates.
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Let’s kick off with an overview of how we got to where we
are today before checking in on the players themselves.

EAST VS. WEST

The current status quo in Europe goes back to before the
Euro Wars. The lItalian Mafias (notably the two biggest: the
Cosa Nostra and the Camorra) had been the powerhouses of
European crime for decades, well entrenched in southern Ital-
ian society with their ancient traditions. They were either
behind most high-level and transnational crime or they were
taking a cut. In Europe, unlike North America, the major Mafia
syndicates had mostly graduated away from street crime into
the higher realms of white-collar corruption, laundering drug
money, brokerage scams, toxic waste disposal, etc. They raked
in the big bucks while the smaller syndicates and local crews
handled street crime and paid them a cut. Their luck soon
changed.

The first blow came from the East. A new brand of crimi-
nal joined the street-level operations of the Vory v Zakone at
the end of the last century: the Avtoritey (literally, Authorities).
Rising at the end of the Soviet era, these quasi-legal crooks,
high-level racketeers and black market kingpins of the Russian
underworld took advantage of the corrupt establishment to
maneuver with impunity, consolidating their power base with
control of the Eastern European protection, illegal gambling
and loan-sharking rackets.

o A lot of these were the new money Russian businessmen in
designer suits that were a common sight in the teens. Some
even went legal and became respectable entrepreneurs,
while others kept their underworld ties and got shafted.

o Yuri K.

During the early twenty-first century, the distinction
between Vory and Avtoritey vanished, as the two intermingled
and worked together. In '26, General-Secretary Kropunin rose
to power, riding a wave of hardliner soviet nationalism. Krop-
unin’s priorities involved recovering control of the tax-collect-
ing apparatus and arms market to finance his plans for the
Motherland (which would lead to the Euro Wars), setting him
on a collision course with the Avtoritey and the Vory. These
crime bosses held vast power in local and regional govern-
ment, controlling the police forces and even the military—a
challenge Kropunin’s faction could not allow. The crackdown
that followed was bloody.

o This was just before the Euro Wars, so many Vory slipped West
with the refugees from the Bailtics.
o Gretel

© These days the distinction between an Avtoritet and Vor boss
is largely arfificial. Normally, it simply indicates different MOs. Vor
are closer to streetf-level violent crime and trafficking, while
Avtoritet are into racketeering and transnational crime.

® Regardo
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A select few Avtoritey were given the choice of submit-
ting and staying. Those that chose Kropunin’s rule helped
kick out the competition. These turncoats are commonly
known as the Red Vory, and are viewed as traitors by many
Vory in Europe and America. While Kropunin kept them on a
tight leash, they had almost free reign under the Democratic
Recovery Alliance (2034-2037). By the time the National
Soviet Reconstructionists replaced the DRA, the Red Vory
were too deeply rooted to be excised. They remain a shadow
power across the Eastern Europe.

Kropunin’s purges in Russia caused an exodus of ruthless
Avtoritet and Vor in search of greener pastures, many of whom
ended up in Western Europe, North America and the near Mid-
dle East. With those bosses went their soldiers, their money
and a huge dose of bitterness.

After initial clashes, these expatriates merged with the
established Vory-style outfits in Western Europe turning them
into full-fledged syndicates. Taking control of production, dis-
tribution, laundering and enforcement, the new mobs—known
now simply as the Vory, seized a large chunk of the underworld
economy north of a rough line extending from Paris to Sofia.

The Mafia were unprepared and slow to react; ultimately
they were unable to resist the Vory expansion across Northern
Europe. The Vory were efficient on all levels, while the Italians
had grown complacent, losing their edge in basic enforcement.
The Cosa Nostra and Camorra had become managers directing
smaller syndicates and organizations. These were no match for
the newcomers’ strength and viciousness.

The second blow came when the Crash of "29 literally shred-
ded the Mafia's international financial network: laundering
schemes went down the proverbial drain, millions squirreled
away in fiscal paradises vanished and ghost accounts for pay-offs
were exposed. The Vory campaign went unchecked as the weak-
ened Mafias had to go back to basics, restoring their protection
rackets, drug dealing, smuggling and other traditional money-
makers. The oldest and most well-established Mafias, the Cosa
Nostra and the Camorra, managed to get along, but the two
smaller Italian syndicates, the N'drangheta and the Sacra Corona
Unit4, engaged in a turf war that almost led to their extinction. In
fact, the truce between them was the first step towards an alliance
of the Mafias. Meanwhile, Vory ruthlessness proved immensely
effective in the chaos of the Euro Wars, as they netted huge prof-
its from trafficking and selling weapons to a multitude of resis-
tance movements in Russian-occupied Eastern Europe.

o The Mafiosl kept a grip on their home turfs and eradicated
the local small fry, but ended up losing many of their foreign
ops—most to the Vory, some to enterprising locals.

e Luca Fortunato

A call for revenge was rippling from the ranks and ali the
way up to the highest capi, but retaliation was postponed by yet
another crisis. The collapse of the Italian Republic literally put the
major syndicates in charge of small countries, a responsibility
that drained what resources the Mafiosi had recouped in the
black market during the Euro Wars. The Italian syndicates
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weren’t going to take it lying down, though—they couldn’t
afford to. They ran the risk of losing the game.

Don Lucio Feretti, Capo di Tutti i Capi of the Cosa Nostra
brought together representatives of all four Italian syndicates
and their closest allies. He realized it was time for a bold, and
united, statement. Feretti proposed Corporate Court-like coop-
eration: gathering the syndicates in a coalition of interests to
settle conflicts, improve cooperation and limit potentially dan-
gerous overlap. The Mafias would finally present a united front
against the Vory encroachment and be able to face down gov-
ernments and corps as before. Growing desperation and some
major arm-twisting pushed the idea through, and the Alta Com-
missione was born in 2046.

o Not all the other syndicates are happy with the Alta Com-
missione, but the alternative was inevitable submission to the
Vory avalanche.

o Crime Watch

In the two decades since, Europe has languished in an
unsustainable détente as players maneuvered for position while
avoiding open conflict. The AGS acts as a no-man’s land between
the two major forces, but elsewhere the war is brewing.

In January, Don Martinez of the Marseille Milieu finally
decided France was too big a prize for him to divide. He
moved to recapture Paris and the rich north from the Vor
Batukhtina. Without the AC’s unconditional support, the Milieu
was unable to decapitate the Vory leadership in a preemptive
strike. Though the violence is currently limited to France, the
AC has realized this is the perfect trial run to assert its power.

o Strikes on Batukhtina are just the beginning. Antwerp and the
Rhine-Ruhr are also registering flare-ups and escalation seems
inevitable. A Commissione council of war is due to meet in Sici-
ly next week.

¢ Luca Fortunato

e New intel points to secret overtures to some of the more
open-minded Vor bosses to switch sides through the neutral
Strizzi clan in Austria. Maybe this won’t spiral into a full-out war
just yet.

o Buscettino

THE ALTA COMMISSIONE

Possibly the only thing going for the Mafia during the last
few decades was the founding of the Alta Commissione. It was
just what the Mob needed to overcome the Eastern European
onslaught; an inter-syndicate body with a seat for each major
syndicate: the Cosa Nostra, the Camorra, the N'drangheta, the
Sacra Corona Unita, the Marseille Milieu, Vasquez’s organiza-
tion, the Corsicans, and strange though it may seem, the Turk-
ish Gray Wolves Maffiya. Don Feretti of the Cosa Nostra acts as
mediator and chairman.

The Commissione is not a merger of syndicates—each
treasures its individual culture and traditions too highly. Rather,
the Commissione’s power lies in peer pressure and coopera-
tion against outsiders, just like the Corporate Court. Similarly,

it’s a stage where influence struggles and backroom deals are
the norm.

o Of course, if Don Feretti gets his way, the Alta Commissione will
eventudlly reach a point where it's a single entity under a sin-
gle leader—him, of course.

o Crime Watch

e Not in his lifetime, it won’t!
e Neapolitan Nico

o How the frag did the Gray Wolves get a seat?
e Ukrainite

o Goes back to the Euro Wars. When Turkey went fundamental-
Ist, the self-righteous new rulers cracked down on crime—hard.
The right-wing Wolves were backing the Westernized factions
and losing ground; eventually they had to turn tail and set up
shop in Greece and the Balkans, where they lived out the war.
They ended up cutting a deal with the Camorra and Cosa Nos-
tra to help finance their return to Turkey after the war and have
remained on friendly terms since. The ongoing conflict between
Westernized Turks and fundies had made them an essential
part of AC business in the eastern Mediterranean.

o Flak Jack

The Alta Commissione provides its members with a distri-
bution network that covers most of southern Europe and is
making inroads towards the AGS and Central Europe. The net-
work is made up of nodes (each one the turf of one of the syn-
dicates). As goods are transported through they get marked up
so everybody gets a share. The farther the goods are from their
origin, the higher the price.

The black market and trafficking are just the tip of the ice-
berg. The Commissione provides a multinational setup for laun-
dering profits and even dabbles in stock market manipulation and
legitimate banking. Most importantly, it allows syndicates to
pressure governments, corps and other syndicates with the force
of a united front. The Alta Commissione’s mandate, however,
does not include matters internal to member syndicates, nor does
it possess authority over any single syndicate. It can and does act,
often with extreme ruthlessness, when inter-syndicate conflicts
arise or when a member is threatened by an external foe. For
these moments it has an enforcement arm, the Fratellanza.

Fratellanza cadres are assembled from operatives “loaned”
from the member syndicates. Each cadre is led by a veteran
capo appointed by the top brass. While the Fratellanza is sel-
dom fielded to settle internal issues, it was used in one notable
exception to put an end to the N'drangheta-SCU faida (blood
feud). Mostly the Fratellanza has operated against the Vory and
upstart local outfits.

e Being selected for a Fratellanza op Is viewed as an honor. The
syndicates and families rotate those chosen to allow different
hitters to earn the prestige.

o Megalo Don
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e Which explains why the rank-and-file enforcers revere the few
“regulars.”
e Crime Watch

e My team had a run-in with what must have been a Fratellanza
crew in March. We were diverting a cargo from Europort to Oslo
for the Vory when we were hit hard. These guys were cybered,
packing miitech gear and operating like a FireWatch team. We
lost three able bodies before we even knew what hit us.

© Manik

e You really struck out, Manik. You never know with the Fratel-
lanza; one day you might get a crew of Mafiosi from four differ-
ent countries who've never worked together, and the next the
kind of crack group you seem to have encountered. It all
depends on the priority the AC gives the target. That shipment
must have been valuable.

o Buscettino

FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY: THE SYNDICATES
Now that we have the history under our belts, let’s look at
the particular players.

’

The Camorra

The Camorra is based out of Naples. Its power extends up
the eastern coast of Italy through central Austria, into Southern
Germany and across to GeMiTo, where it shares territory with
the N'drangheta. The Camorra is to the Cosa Nostra what Ren-
raku is to MCT: the industrial, blue-collar brother.

The Camorra has no hierarchy and no central ruling
famiglia. Each family runs its own business, often finding
Camorra allies for big ventures or to define policy. Vivianno
Giannini holds the Camorra seat—his family is far from the
most powerful, but they’'ve kept out of feuds and embody a
certain consensus. This lack of cohesiveness is both a strength
and a weakness: the Camorra is less organized than the Cosa
Nostra, but is far more resistant to infiltration and damage
because of its cell structure.

e Dodging infighting doesn’t mean Giannini is soft, though. He's
fierce when his syndicate’s interests are at stake, and he has a
true reverence for the honor codes of the Camorra.

® Gypsy

Born on the docks, the Camorra has always been very big
in trafficking. No longer limited to the Mediterranean, it has
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immensely lucrative sidelines in blackmarketeering and illegal
waste disposal. The Camorra has traditionally close ties with the
Papal States, both at street-level and within the establishment.

e The Camorra has a history of violent infighting. Flare-ups
between famiglias are not uncommon.
o Neapolitan Nico

o The Cosa Nostra and the Camorra have long been rumored
to have ties with the Vatican—if anything, the ties became
clearer with the implosion of Italy. Both have a wealth of shared
financial interests with the Vatican, both in Italy and abroad.

o €spion

o €spion called it right. Take Monsignor Oscar Pazzi, nephew of
Don Garin, head of the Garin family—the wealthiest in Naples—
and a high-ranking official of the Roman Curia. At 40, he's fairly
young for a bishop, but he holds one of those arcane Church
offices that lets him meddle wherever he pleases. We have a
saying, “cross Pazzi and he will cross you.”

e Tristan

The Cosa Nostra

The Cosa Nostra, the Sicilian great, is almost back to its for-
mer self. Deeply traditionalist and hierarchical, this “honorable
society” is directed by the Cupola—the inspiration for the
American Cosa Nostra’s Commissione—at the head of which
sits Don Feretti, capi di tutti i capi. The syndicate rules from the
safety of Sicily with an iron hand, collecting the pizzo (protec-
tion tax) everywhere on the island and acting as the de facto
government.

Though Sicily is a safe haven and prison remains a remote
threat, the Cosa Nostra like to keep their hands clean. While
their enforcers are ruthless and streetwise, the Cosa Nostra
prefers to involve members who are advisors, accountants and
other suits. They provide the money, intelligence and connec-
tions—and take their share—managing transnational crime
from a safe distance. Foreign operations are currently going
well; the capi negotiate drug distribution contracts, provide
funds for new brothels, build casinos and launder money in a
dozens of countries.

o Ferettl Is the brains of the Commissione. He set it up during his
uncle Giancarlo’s reign in the ‘40s. Everyone knows that if he
had his way the Cosa Nostra would lead it, but he’s smart
enough to keep his own councll.

e Scalp

e Feretti might get the credit, but the real brain is Camillo Spinel-
li, Feretti’s consiglieri and childhood friend. Spinelli handles the
sensitive stuff, including Commissione dedals. With Feretti going
on 80, there’'s many within the famiglia who‘d like to see Spinel-
li succeed him.
o Crime Watch

The N’drangheta

The N’'drangheta’s traditional focus on violent crime pro-
voked a police crackdown back in the Twenties, weakening its
grasp on northern Italy. Further ravaged by the troubles of the
Thirties, the N’drangheta almost vanished when it clashed with
the Sacra Corona Unita over desperately needed territory after
the collapse of GeMiTo. Unlike the bigger syndicates, it
returned easily to violent crime, complementing its street
income with sidelines such as bank-heists, kidnapping, protec-
tion and wetwork.

Making its modern home in Calabria, the N'drangheta is a
small n’drise, or clan-based Mafia. Unusual amongst the tradi-
tionally patriarchal syndicates, a woman holds the reigns of
power: Donna Allegra Fuselll. Her ascension from mob
princess to the most feared woman in ltaly in less than 3 years
has led to all kinds of far-fetched speculation.

Once the syndicate lacked any formal hierarchy and was
wracked by infighting, like the Camorra. Under “Queen Fusel-
li’s” rule, the N’drangheta has adopted a centralized hierarchy.
While it has become far more insular, it continues to grow and
shine in its traditional specialty: violence in all its forms.

o Some of the most radical rumors say Fuselli is @ magician who
uses her magic to keep her soldati in line; this would also explain
the syndicate’s distrust of magicians.

o Blanchet

o They might not trust magicians, but | can tell you they have no
problem with other magic types. | recently stumbled on a fight
between three N'drangheta enforcers and one of the Albanian
crews operating in GeMiTo. | normally wouldn’t have stuck
around, but it struck me as strange odds: fourteen armed thugs
against these three suits. Those three N'drangheta proceeded
to take apart the Albanians as | watched. The speed and coor-
dination of their attacks were unbelievable. | peeked at their
auras and saw no cyber or magic—that to me says adepfts
using aura masking.

e Dylan Dog

o To me It spells something far worse. Read between the lines.
o Arachnae

The Sacra Corona Unita

The Sacra Corona Unita is the babe of the Italian Mafia.
It is extremely hierarchical, with thirteen ranks and a Cosa
Nostra-style Cupola. Its small size and complex initiatory
rites ensure remarkable loyalty and solidarity, which make
the Sacra Corona the least prone to internal squabbles and
infiltration.

Starting out as breakaway faction of the Camorra, the
Sacra Corona bloomed during the late twentieth century’s
Balkan conflicts and enjoyed fruitful relationships with the
Albanian and Gray Wolves Maffiya. These friendships later
backfired, as first the Albanians fell before the Red Vory dur-
ing the Euro Wars, then a few devout N'drangheta capi took
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offense at the Sacra Corona’s reluctance to sever its ties with
the Muslims and ordered some warnings. Blood was shed,
and both syndicates fell into a spiral of violence. The newly
formed Alta Commissione had to step in; after the Fratellan-
za provided some object lessons, a truce was called.

The Sacra Corona officially cut its ties with the Albanians
and mediated the deal that gave the Wolves their AC seat. As
a reward, the Alta Commissione allowed the Sacra Corona to
expand towards Venice and Trieste, complementing its histori-
cal power base in Puglia. The Sacra Corona now dominates the
Adriatic ports.

e The Sacra Corona controls the immensely profitable Adriatic
drug and beetle channel in and out of Greece and the Near
East, hand in hand with the Gray Wolves.

o Cassere

Smaller Syndicates

The Milieu Marseillais rules most of southern France (the
northern half is Vory turf). The Milieu traditionally lacked cul-
tural unity and was opportunistic rather than proactive. Habit-
ual cycles of bloody infighting forced Italian Mafiosi who didn’t
like the interference with their local businesses to step in. The
Sicilians tired of the wasteful expense, chose a different tack
and discreetly aided Daniel Martinez’'s ascension.

Don Giancarlo Feretti decided to co-opt Martinez’s clan
and infuse it with Cosa Nostra-like symbolism to create a sort
of esprit-de-corps. Martinez pulled it off brilliantly—perhaps
too brilliantly. Suspecting Feretti’s ulterior motives, he made
deals with the Camorra and the Vasquez syndicate to assure
the Milieu became a power in its own right.

Success has made Martinez ambitious; he's galled by the
Vory control of rich northern France. His opening moves
against the Vor Batukhtina threaten to turn the Mafia-Vory
standoff into open conflict.

o Martinez botched the pre-emptive strike to decapitate the
Vory. Now he’s asking the AC to send in Fratellanza.
® Branko

e Martinez is efther an idiot or he’s playing a very dangerous
game. He just lit the fuse on a very old powder keg,
o Mystére

Don Vasquez’s organization is comparable to King Philip
IV's Spain after the Golden Century: weakened, besieged on all
fronts, “betrayed” by allies dependent on an unstable income
source, badly managed and highly corrupt, but still fearsome
and able to save face if its honor is challenged. It faces grow-
ing problems from the Arabic syndicate Al-Akhirah Aswad
Mayia in Andalucia. On top of that, the Baptistas in Portugal are
trying to break away from Vasquez’s vassalage, a move they
hope to consolidate with an Alta Commissione seat.

The Corsicans, led by Guillaume Bonaparte, are the epito-
me of clannish society, in the vein of Sicily or Albania. The under-
world culture and syndicate is deeply entrenched on the island—

so deeply that the French government gave up on enforcing
continental law there its independence in 2050. With a tourist
mecca all their own—perfect as a fiscal haven and virtual and
physical goods rerouting hub—the Corsicans do pretty well for
themselves. In fact, the island has become a vital link for most
Mediterranean syndicates.

FROM RUSSIA, WITH VENGEANCE

The Vory are an entirely different breed of criminals. There
is no Russian Mob per se, just a loosely federated number of
organizatsya, syndicates of varying sizes. Calling themselves
“thieves of the code,” the Vory v Zakone were born from the
thieves’ networks in the old Russian Gulags, organized for sur-
vival in the brutal and gelid banishment. Staking their turf in
down-to-earth violent crime, they were later joined by the
high-rolling Avtoritey during the shift to capitalism.

e Bad blood exists between the expatriate Vory and the Red
Vory back east. This ongoing feud is a constant source of trou-
ble and profit for shadowfolk. For instance, deniabie assets are
regularly caught in the crossfire of Vor Cherkezov's ops against
the Reds in Poland and Hungary.

e Invisible

Each organizatsya is highly individual and centers round
a power figure, or at most a small oligarchy. At the top sits
the boss, a Vor or Avtoritet. His trusted advisor, the sovetnik,
is similar to the Mafiosi’s consiglieri. The level below this are
the lideri, literally “little leaders,” who control the grappa
obespechine, or supply group, as well as managing opera-
tions on a day-to-day basis. Low-level enforcers, thugs, are
called shestiorka. Kinship and blood bonds are important, but
by and large the Vors govern through fear and violence; trust
and friendship are hard earned. Punishment for failure is
harsh, and the entire combination makes for very efficient and
centralized syndicates.

o Until a few years ago, lots of the shestiorka were former Red
Army grunts looking for greener pastures after the Euro Wars,
These days it’s their kids, and they’re worse than their fathers—
they grew up in the West and they know all the angles.

e Novichok

The Vory operations involve strong cooperation between
members. One example is the centralized fund, called the
obshchak, to which all members contribute. It is managed by
the grappa obespechine, which is responsible for planning and
logistics. The obshchak funds special operations, helps mem-
bers in need and most of all supports imprisoned members—
let’s not forget that a Vor v Zakone can lead his organizatsi
from a cell, as long as he can get a pocsec. The obshchak is
there to lavishly grease the necessary paims.

The organizatsya aren’t united and frequently clash in
bloody showdowns known as razborka. These are becoming
increasingly rare, however, as the threat from without grows.
Most inner conflicts are sorted out at short, informal reunions

av Shadows of Europe




(called strelka) between the leaders before too much damage
is caused. Skhodki are much bigger, formal gatherings, where
Vors and Avtoritey gather to discuss important strategic issues.
They are held every couple of years, though an emergency may
warrant an emergency meeting (e.g., when Kropunin began his
purges, or when the birth of the AGS demanded cooperative
infiltration and corruption efforts).

e Your average Vory is not as prejudiced against metas or the
Awakened as the Mafiosi. They go with whatever works.
o Hansje

o Agreed, they have more trouble with cultural biases. Even a
second-generation Russian won't trust one of those “treacher-
ous Georgians” to cover his ass.

® Gypsy

Several crime tzars have their turf staked in Western
Europe and a few deserve special mention.

The Lobatchevski Syndicate

This syndicate is the oldest, biggest, meanest outfit
around. It is entrenched in Scandinavia, northern UK and the
UCAS. For the last fifty years, Avtoritet Luka Jankevitch’s pre-
decessors managed to keep up the links with Kiev and
Moscow. Needless to say, Jankevitch's fellow expatriate Vory
hate his guts and doubt his “loyalty” for remaining on good
terms with the Reds, but none has so far had the nerve to bring
up the issue, either in or out of skhodki.

Organized like a corporation, with local cells, communica-
tion centers, a solid hierarchy and shrewd managers at the top,
this organizatsi is frighteningly efficient and inventive despite
its small roster. It has a diverse spread of interests, from street
corner protection rackets to corporate infiltration, technology
theft and fraud. It excels at transcontinental trafficking (espe-
cially the Russian and Baltic routes into Asia).

o Befitting its cell structure, the Lobatchevski syndicate has a
slew of smaller outfits working in all the major Scand sprawls,
where they fence, distribute and handle business with the local
Viking gangers.

e Natasha

Tremaine-Guliyev

Michael Tremaine and Maksim Guliyev, aged 76 and 69,
are definitely old-timers, second-generation Vors. Their turf lies
right next door to the Helix. Tremaine-Guliyev own a piece of
all the action going through the world’s biggest port, the
mother of all assets: the Europort. Add in footholds in half the
Atlantic ports and a sleek laundering infrastructure, and the
two old guys run a pretty tight ship—the ideal import-export
agency for the criminally inclined.

Whether they grew complacent or their opposition found
outside help, though, Tremaine-Guliyev now have to fight to
keep their position. In the Fall of 58, a handful of the remain-
ing Albanian fares in the Flanders underworld coalesced and

fell upon Antwerp, its harbor and the lucrative diamond trade.
Despite vigorous efforts and liberal bloodshed, the old men
have failed to oust the Albanians and are reinforcing their ranks
with outside help.

o The Albanians got more than a little help from the Sacra
Coronag, which is looking to expand out of its ltalian turf.
o DV8

e Don‘t think so. The money and guns came from the Balkans
and the Ukraine. Don’t know who yet, but the Wolves brokered if.
e Zartan

The Paris Organizatsi

Alexis Batukhtina, a mixed-style Vor/Avtoritet, leads
the Paris Organizatsi in running most of northern France. He
controls the main routes and has well-placed connections in
the government and police force. Batukhtina has been raking
it in too long, though, and his organizatsi’s fighting edge and
discipline have slipped. He’s no longer the respected boss
he used to be, and the bad news is only just beginning.
Long-brewing trouble with the Milieu in the south has
spilled over, and the ensuing public bloodshed is straining
the gentlemen’s agreement between Batukhtina and the
French aristos. He's also having trouble in the ranks from his
second, Wienskelas.

As long as everything ran quietly and smoothly and
Batukhtina ensured the right kickbacks were made, there was
no trouble from the law. Batukhtina’s control of the most impor-
tant routes through the European heartland was unchallenged.
Now however, his deals are strained; Don Martinez will likely
shift into full-offense when he sees a sign of weakness.

® Buscettino, my man, try to keep up. This is old news. Martinez .

may be marching on Paris, but Batukhtina is taking the fight to
the Frenchy. Meanwhile, all the indies running the northern
routes are making a killing while Batukhtina’s lideri have their
backs turned.

o Autobahnner

Cherkezov

Tariel Cherkezov is an old school, traditionalist Vor who
has spent 32 of his 60 years in jail, where he’s just earned his
third life-sentence for killing a fellow inmate in Leipzig prison.

Cherkezov is a product of the Euro Wars; he emigrated from--

Georgia and established his organizatsi during the chaos
between '30 and ’32, using Prague and Krakow as the focal
points. He opposed the Red Vory where he could and earned
points with the locals by aiding the Polish and Czech resistance.
He even integrated some of their networks into his own and
ended with a syndicate stretching from the Czech Republic to
Konigsberg through Krakow and Berlin, where Cherkezov’s
rough razborka excelled.

His power is extensive and his organizatsi diversified,
dealing both in low-level crime and BTL dealing and high level
theft, fraud and arms trafficking. His syndicate is active in sup-
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porting the Polish AK, co-opting their assault on the Rybinski
regime to lash out at the Red Vory in Poland. In the Czech
Republic and Hungary, Cherkezov even cooperates with the
gypsy families running the lucrative arcana black market.

e Cherkezov is a nasty piece of work, the “Crime Czar of Cen-
tral Europe.” He's also struck lucky—uniike the other organizatsi,
the bulk of his interests are outside the NEEC, so he’s safe from
EuroPol crackdowns for now.

o Gusli

SMALLER PLAYERS

The Albanian Fares are extended families (fares are the
building blocks of Albanian society). Just like Sicily or Corsica, this
culture lends itself naturally to Mafia-like organizations. Their
hierarchical society was established by the Canun of Lek Dukag-
jeni, a code that predates the Ottoman invasion; including
notably the bessa, or respect of the given word, and hakmarr ie,
or offenses to family honor, that are washed away in blood,
vendetta-style.

Since the collapse of the communist, centralized govern-
ments in Albania and Yugoslavia in the past century, the Fares
have freely fed off the conflicts that have torn the region. Unre-
stricted by borders, the Fares have grabbed significant niches of
the European criminal market, especially in prostitution,
pornography and illegal immigration. They've since been
through some hard times with the Vory incursion, the Islamic
invasion and their Sacra Corona allies’ near-collapse. They're
largely responsible for keeping the Balkans in chaos after the
Euro Wars, preferring to keep it unstable and isolated, playing
local warlords against each other. In a region with no central
power, they're the most organized and powerful faction
around. This means, among other things, that the Fares have
developed a thriving protection racket. They've recently
opened a very lucrative smuggling route straight from Saraje-
vo to Antwerp and are expanding elsewhere as the Vory and
Alta Commissione face off.

o A primer on the Fares: First, in these extended “familles,”
blood-related members, called gjati, hold higher ranks than
“adopted” or marriage-related members, called migsi. A Fares
boss Is a krye; he picks his lieutenants, the kryetars, and com-
mands an inner circle, or bajrak. A kryetar is in charge of a spe-
cific areq, often leading a local branch of the Fare. He issues
orders to small crews of four to ten soldiers, the bottom of the
chain of command.

o Kamallo

o Bajram Demashl, krye of the Demashi Fare, heads the most
powerful Balkkan family. The Demashi are very influential, well
connected and ruthiessness with competitors. They were the
first to deal with the Sacra Corona. Bajram Demashi is the clos-
est thing to a capo di tutti | capl in Albania.

© Shockwave Sle

ab Shadows of Europe

The Turkish Gray Wolves have a minor presence in West-
ern Europe, but should be mentioned as they're junior mem-
bers of the Commissione. Earlier in the century, the nationalist
and neo-fascist Wolves were known for their ties to the Turkish
underworld and government. When the fundamentalist gov-
ernment rose to power in Turkey in 31 and cracked down
viciously on the westernized Maffiya, the hardened and para-
military Wolves faired better, stepping in and taking control of
the lesser players. Forced to ally with the Alta Commissione for
survival during the Euro Wars, the Gray Wolves shifted their
power base to Athens, at times even supporting the Greek
resistance, where they remain powerful to this day. They were
instrumental in the independence of Constantinople and have
since spread their influence around the Black Sea and into the
Balkans, challenging both the Fares and the Ukrainian Red Vory.

Both the Asian syndicates, the Yakuza and Trlads, have
small but not insignificant presences in Europe. They are weak-
er than elsewhere mostly because they lack large ethnic com-
munities to build upon. One can find Triads, Yakuza groups or
even Seoulpa Rings running specific minority neighborhoods in
the largest sprawis, but with a few exceptions that's pretty
much it. For the Triads, the exception is the UK, where they rule
the divided organized crime roost. Likewise, the Yakuza have
gained a foothold in the Scandinavian Union where the tech
market and the sophisticated infrastructure is perfectly suited
for its white- and blue-collar interests. The Korogai-gumi,
which controls most of the European Yakuza branches, hopes
to use its influence with the smaller Scand corps to grab some
juicy NEEC subsidy action.

e The Yaks are trying to make beachheads elsewhere but have
a tough time breaking in. Surprisingly they're finding some
acceptance in Austria,

o Perito

AWAKENED EUROPE
by Mime

e The European magic scene is full of action, from the heated
debates of academics to the mojo slinging in the shadows.
Europe also has more than Its share of Awakened weirdness,
and not dll of the faerle tales have happy endings. Mime, a
Magicknet sysop here at the Helix, is a witch who agreed to
provide a short primer to guide both European and non-Euro-
pean runners through our Awakened lands.

o Synner

THE EUROPEAN MAGIC SCENE

The dominant magical tradition in Europe is hermetic,
from qabbala to the English Druids. In the eyes of Joe Europe,
any magical style that seems scientific and logical is “proper
magic,” while the visceral nature magic of witches, druids and
their like is “lesser magic.” Most of you know better, but this
point of view is even taught in European universities. The pub-
lic has a point, though, as most wage mages employed by




corps, governments or universities are exactly that: mages.
There are exceptions, of course. Most countries have schools
where nature magicians can study, but it's only the universities
of Erfurt (in Thuringia, Allied German States) and Prague that
view nature magic studies as equal to Hermetic studies. Still,
mages have the authorities on their side.

There is no single, monolithic hermetic tradition in
Europe. The many different branches and subtraditions of her-
metic thought sometimes agree very little and have almost
nothing in common. The infighting between universities,
study circles and the different schools of thought can be quite
nasty—sometimes nasty enough to require hired talent.

o Study circles are magical groups who recruit students from unl-
versities. In theory, they are just a network to help new students,
but since many stay as members after graduating and getting
jobs, the circles are quite powerful. Like other magic groups, study
circles tend to adhere to a specific school of thought—their par-
ticular view on what the “correct” path for hermetic magic is. Of
course, there is no “correct path” or “ultimate truth” when it
comes to magic, but many hermetics think otherwise. If they can
convince the general public, corps and governments that their
way is the “correct” way, they’ll weild quite a bit of power. This
leads to more action in the shadows than you'd expect.

e Bookworm

o Contrary to the claims of quacks and frauds, magic is a sci
ence, and our task s o understand the fundamental laws that
govern it. A force as potent as magic cannot be wielded by
intuition alone, reason must guide us.

e Schiller Undergrad

e This isn‘t the place for debating paradigms, folks.
© Synner

On the nature magic side, there are hundreds of factions,
sects and opinions, ranging from neo-pagan viking gangs with
gode magicians and berserker adepts to wild druids in the
Scottish wild lands or the street witches you'll find in most larg-
er European cities. To get around in Europe, you'll need to
know of at least Wiccans, druids and street witches.

¢ Note that most Europeans have adopted “witch” as a fitle
both for men and women.
o Warlock

Wiccans

Wicca is a religion of fertility and nature worship, mostly
represented by worship of the Goddess and the God. It is simi-
lar to druidism in that both have a close relationship to nature
and claim to have returned to the pre-Christian beliefs of
Europe. The “Craft of the Wise” has both mundane and Awak-
ened followers, organized in covens, but the “Gifted” play the
most important roles.

Though mostly grounded in nature magic, Wicca is a mod-
ern blend of many magical styles, including hermetic. It has
drawn quite a bit of inspiration from Native American shaman-
ism. Most Wicca covens have no set rules of how exactly you
should do magic, so you'll find both mage and nature magician
members. Practitioners of Wicca are also known as witches or
the Weise (“Wise”).

o The Goddess has extremist followers who view men as inferior
and a threat to Mother Earth, but most Wicca hold both delties
and sexes as equal.

o Idle Savant

Druids

The druids are all nature magicians, with the exception of the
English New Druidic Movement, who are clearly hermetic in style
though they use many druidic trappings. There are two breeds of
druids. Wild druids hold the land sacred and worship nature itself.
They tend to be hermits, living in the wilderness, acting as
guardians of the land and trying to live in harmony with the nat-
ural world. The Celtic druids, on the other hand, have adopted the
Celtic traditions piecemeal, including the Celtic pantheon, warrior
ethos and gory rituals. There are many similarities between the
two, and the differences are often more political than spiritual.

Druids organize in druidic circles who share their sacred dir-
cle or site. These are mostly stone circles, natural caves or mono-
lithic stones where they hold ritual gatherings and do magic.

o Sacred circles are nearly always placed where there’s a high
background count. As druids are adept at geomancy, they use
this in their favor.

o Lancelot

Many druids are involved in social and political move-
ments, particularly those favoring ecological causes. More than
a few have been investigated for ties to eco-direct action or ter-
rorist groups. Likewise, some Celtic druidic groups have suf-
fered government crackdowns due to their gory rituals and
purported use of blood magic. As a result, many druidic circles
operate clandestinely.

o While most Celtic druids follow the traditional historical role of
druids, using their skills to help society but not leading it a smaill
minority of Celtic druids desire a soclal order where the three
mystic castes (Druids, Bards and Voi) lead society. Best to avoid
these proto-fascist wags.

o Morf

Street Witches

Street witch is a catch-all category, sort of the European
equivalent of street shamans. While many have a Wiccan style
of magic, a street witch might also be a chaos mage, neo-tribal
shaman, black magician, renegade gabbalist or any other magi-
cian out of the mainstream. Street witches include everything
from mages who didn't like university politics to bag ladies who
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happen to be Awakened; quite a few make a living as shad-
owrunners. Academic snobs tend to use the term as a snub, but
I bear the title with pride.

e You forgot the traditional witches, Mime, out there even fur-
ther on the magical fringe. Traditional witches don’t sling spells
like a combat mage or conjure spirits to help them break into
buildings. They're the wise women you find in the poor quarters
or tiny countryside villages, the hedlers, prophets, elders and
spiritual guldes for those who don’t have the money to pay for
such services. They're the native magical tradition of Europe, still
entrenched in the minority groups and lower classes.

They do magic like they've always done, passed down
from generation to generation. Some of It is just tricks and good
knowledge of the human mind, some is traditional medicine
and some is strong magic. Many believe that their magic is less-
er or non-existant, but that’s dead wrong snobbery for you. It’s
low-profile, it's safe, but it works just as good—maybe even bet-
ter since it seems to have worked even before the Awakening.
Runners don’t cross them often, but beware if you do.

o Willow

THE FEY

Pixies, kobolds, redcaps, hymphs, brownies, keshalyi and
sprites. It's impossible to discuss European magic without
mentioning the mysterious critters known as faeries. Every
European language and culture has their own terms for them:
under-earthlings, little folk, fey and so forth. Defining what
faeries are exactly is hard to do—they may be the most dis-
puted subject in parazoology. Many subjects of faerie myths
and folklore have come to life since the Awakening as flesh and
blood creatures: elves, satyrs, leshy, unicorns and so on. Some
of these creatures conform closely to the tales and myths in
behavior and appearance, such as the each-uisge’s tendency to
reject the liver of its prey. On the other hand, a wide range of
other creatures that appear or behave in ways matching faerie
myths and folktales have defied taxonomy. Many of these may
in fact be unique or unusual types of spirits, though they have
characteristics that do not conform to the way spirits are often
classified. Though various efforts have been made to classify
faeries by the usage of certain powers, by the presence of spe-
cific gene-markers or other factors, none have been universally
accepted. For my purposes, I'll be using faeries in the broad
sense of unusual creatures that conform to faerie myth and
folklore and that have yet to be classified or fully understood.

e There’s a growing body of evidence that suggests that most
faerie sightings can be credited to spontaneously-appearing
spirits, though these splrits have adopted uncommon forms and
abilities. In fact, the differences between these faeries and free
spirits is hotly debated in some academic circles. Their abilities
to fade from the physical and astral planes, alter perceptions
and create illusions has made it nearly impossible to capture
and study them; even technological sensors have returned few
or misleading results.

e Silicon Mage




e There’s a chicken-egg argument here that demands closer
examination. Are faerie tales based on actual experiences with
faeries in the far past, perhaps from a previous time of magic, or
are the forms and abilities that faeries take shaped by the col-
lective unconscious and the body of human myth?

¢ Talon

e Well, if faeries were actually around at some point In history, it
can be assumed that not all of the tales regarding them have
survived to the modern world—it’s easy for knowledge o get
lost or warped over time, especially when transmitted in oratl
form. This means that there should be some faerles out there
that are completely unprecedented in folklore and myth. In
fact, this seems likely, as even faerle-specialists have come
across sightings or phenomenon that they simply can’t explain
and that don’t match up to old tales.

e Shetanl

The Nature of Faeries

The behavior of faeries is a large part of the mystery. They
may be an annoyance, a true threat or benevolent helpers.
Most of the time you’ll have no idea what they're up to, and
you certainly won’t be able to grasp the motivations and rea-
sons for their behavior. Though the domovoi is probably the
most benevolent creature that will ever live in anyone’s house,
nobody knows why the frag these diminutive spirits like to play
housekeeper and protecter. Likewise, some Scandinavians
believe that you must bring a domovoi a bowl of porridge and
a mug of beer each Christmas to keep it happy or it will turn
against you—but who can say why?

There are many accounts of faeries who have helped or
saved metahumans. Troll children lost in the Black Forest have
been led by faeries back to their parents, while the inhabitants
of a poorer section of Prague are sometimes treated by faeries
to magically-prepared feasts. Some of these stories may be
urban myths, but too many have been validated to deny that
such things occur.

¢ The vast majority of these accounts Involve the faeries help-
ing out children or adults who are down on their luck. Very few
involve Awakened persons—perhaps the faeries feel they can
take care of themselves.

e Gretel

On the other hand, tales of faerie pranks and mischief are
even more common. Faeries have been blamed for adding
dye to the privatized water supply of an affluent Parisian sub-
urb, resulting in dozens of blue-skinned socialites and execu-
tives. Faeries have also been fingered for collapsing bridges,
magically sealing bank vaults, impersonations, getting travel-
ers lost and uncounted incidents of theft and vandalism. Tun-
nel-digging knockers, for example, have been a threat to
mining operations throughout Europe, earning them a boun-
ty from Zeta-ImpChem.

e Some of these buggers can be downright irttating. We were
running an interception operation deep in the Polish countryside,
and the entire time we were shadowed by these pixie-like crea-
tures that we could never get a fix on. Well, they somehow tam-
pered with our gear, and in the midst of action we find that our
ammo had been replaced with paint-gel rounds and most of our
electronics were missing essential parts. Lucky for us, the oppos-
ing feam had been sabotaged too, so we all slunk away feeling
rather foolish.

e Oczyniebleskie

Even worse, some faerie encounters have been scary,
vicious and downright gruesome. The faerie who butchered a
pair of Dutch tourists in the Scottish countryside was reputed
to have dyed its cap in pools of their blood. Likewise, accounts
of frightening faerie abductions, particularly of children, are on
the rise. The officials in some areas are treating this quite seri-
ously as the number of similar cases grows.

o Nice way for the cops to cover their incompetence. "We
can’t solve this, let’s blame a faerie!”
o Grip

o Who's to say that some criminals aren’t using a faerie scare
as cover for their own nefarious deeds. If you're going to run a
child slavery, prostitution or organ-harvesting ring, might as well
lay a false trall that “evil faeries” are stealing the kids.

o Pisca

o [t's not just kids that disappear. A Norwegian hulder who
appears as a beautiful hooker to lure off men is suspected for a
series of disappearances in Oslo’s red ligth district. it hasn’t
been proven that any paranatural phenomena s involved, but
one near-victim reported spotting a cow’s tail on the woman
right before he escaped—which fits the huidra myth.

e Ola Krok

e Ok, so my question is: why do faeries abduct people? Is this
similar to the bug spirit threat? Or do they just find some
metahumans tasty?

o Weird Sketch

e According to some myths, faeries abduct children and
replace them with their own. Who's to say some faerie kidnap-
pings aren’t reported, and that we don’t have grown-up
faeries impersonating metahumans right now?

o Tom Tom

o | know a team of faerie hunters based outta Amsterdam:; they
specialize in fracking down faerie abductions and helping peo-
ple deal with infestations and other faerie-related problems. |
have no idea how they’re so successful, but their services cer-
tainly aren’t cheap.

e Gremlin
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If you have to deal with a faerie, my simple advice is:
beware. According to myth, past and modern, faeries give favors
when asked or forced, but usually there’s a trick to it and you may
end up paying a steep price. Other times they ask favors of
metahumans but pay with faerie’s gold that is gone before you're
able to use it— doubt, however, there's such a thing as a faerie
credstick. In other cases, faeries may be honest and help you out,
at least as long as you treat them well. You'll never know.

© Keep in mind that some faeries have integrated themselves
seemlessly into society, passing themselves off as metahumans.
There’s usually some sort of giveaway, whether an eerie pres-
ence or just a lack of familiarity with metahuman norms. | suspect
some of these have even worked their way into the shadows ...
o El Sprito

Faerie Domains

Like some spirits, certain faeries have been known to claim
specific areas as their personal domains—often areas that are
high in mana. These range from a simple home claimed as a
brownie’s turf (but shared with metahumans) to the vast wood-
lands claimed by the Fey of Brittany. Faerie domains are known
to be wild and dangerous places, unwise to enter when not
invited. Many faeries are masters of illusion, and intruders can
expect to be misled and tricked. Some accounts report the
presence of astral contructs, or even mystical alchera in faerie
areas. Rumors also persist that some of these areas contain
astral gateways leading to the faerie metaplanes.

° | know one magician who spent years trying to find or catch
a faerie who could take him fo the faerie metaplanes. He
must’ve gotten his wish, because he’s been missing for several
years now.

® Ethernaut

© Me and my crew once scouted out a secret Erika facility
when a swarm of small sprites attacked. Fraggin’ annoying little
critters kept poking me with sticks and disappeared in thin air
when | fried to grab them. Moving through the woods became
nearly impossible, as the faerles put obstacles everywhere and
even sent a small landslide towards us. When one of the sprites
appeared right in front of us and asked us what we were doing
there, | took a risk and explained that we were there to blow up
the facility. Her mood suddenly shifted, as | hoped. The sprites
weren’t fond of uninvited guests, and Erika’s facility was at the
fop of their list. From then on, the sprites backed us up and
everything went like a dream.

o Deeweef

THE REST OF EUROPE

e According to most atlases, Europe reaches as far as the
Urals, so what about the rest of it? Reality Czech Is here to give
a briefing on the areas of Europe the rest of this collection
won’t cover,

© Synner

’

by Reality Czech

When the Russians withdrew behind their borders in 2034,
the Baltic States were left shattered, forced to rebuild from
scratch after the Euro Wars, something which preoccupied
them the last three decades. Estonla was the quickest to re-
emerge from economic ruin, aided by ethnic ties with Sweden
and Finland and partially funded by its shale oil deposits, used
in generating electricity for many of its neighbor states and
Russia. It also drew investment from Scand tech companies
during its early economic boom and now provides Erika Tele-
com with a beachhead into the Eastern European market.

e Careful who you deal with—the local Red Vory are even pick-
ier about trespassers than the western faction. Make sure you've
got the focal Vory fzars” approval before trying these routes.

o Buscettino

e The Red Vory find the Baltics perfect for their black market
operations and trafficking. émuggling certain lllegal luxuries
such as beetles into Russia Is a high-risk, high-profit venture, and
the Baitic routes are prime movers.

e Kingdom Scum

Latvia’s capital, Riga, is the largest city in the Baltics, sur-
viving on a diet of heavy industry and manufacturing. This
medieval city is ancient and has attracted a lot of archaeologi-
cal interest, with both the Atlantean Foundation and the Apep
Consortium sponsoring digs in the region. The country’s mys-
tery corp, Trans-Latvia, continues to invest heavily in startup
corps in the region.

° Locals suspect older secrets than that buried at Riga, due to
some secrecy around at sites that were historically insignificant
during the dark ages.

e Sable

The two remaining Baltic States, Lithuania and Konigs-
berg, have become intimately linked in recent months. The first
has become the scene of the latter’s latest bid to return Europe
to its rightful “aristocratic” order. Lithuania’s flagging economy
and state corruption have set the stage for a “spontaneous”
public acclamation of a Lithuanian Grand Duke. How this’ll turn
out remains to be seen.

It's an often-ignored fact that Belarus’s dictatorship-
inspired attacks on Poland, the Ukraine and its western neigh-
bors sparked the Border Wars of 2005-09. When things didn’t
turn out as planned, the dictatorship was toppled and Russia
stepped in to ensure order, leading to the Euro Wars. Today,
the weak central government panders to the interests of
Moscow and Kiev. The nation’s industrial and agricultural out-
put has gradually been slowing, leading to rising unrest.

© In many Belarus regions, the Red Vory provide the only true
authority. A hard place to make decent cred.
o HeadKase
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Reigning over the Black Sea, Ukraine has been gathering
strength slowly but relentlessly since it “protectively” swal-
lowed up neighboring Moldova during the Euro Wars. Kiev
sees itself as a counter-balance to Moscow’s power and has
been developing a framework of trade and political pacts with
Constantinople, Greece and other neighboring Black Sea states
under the name Philike Hetairia (Friendly Society). It's also
come up with incentives to draw megacorporate presences;
Ares, MCT and Shiawase have since expanded their operations
in Odessa and Kiev. Beyond the sprawls, an unusual number of
Draco and Atlantean Foundation teams compete with one
another to stake out new Ukrainian dig sites.

o | suspect there’s some other force at play in putting fogether
the Friendlies. Athens Is in big and so is Constantinople, and
they've never been too friendly with the Ukraine. The issue is
who stands to gain by having a lockdown on the region.

o Poly Tick

© Maybe 1t's just a knee jerk reaction to the NEEC?
® Novichok

e Nope. Hellas is on the list to join the NEEC in the near future,
and Kiev has been hammering out the Philike with Athens’ Pre-
fecture for a couple of years now. Could just be the other Triple-
A’s want to slip into Yamatetsu’s and S-K’s Russion markets by
the backdoor.

e €spion

o Or it could be something else entirely.
o Script-diver i

e The Foundation’s Ukrainian digs were among the first to stum-
ble upon natural orichalcum deposits back in ‘61. Coinci-
dence? | don’t think so. They knew what they were digging for.
e Dragonslayer

Hungary and Slovakia survived the devastation of the Tar-
tars, Turks, Habsburgs, Russians and both World Wars, only to
get trampled yet again during the Euro Wars. They even sur-
vived the fall of the Danube Union—but at what cost? Where-
as the neighboring Czech Republic came out of the Union
restored in spirit, the spirits of Hungary and Slovakia seem to
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have been broken. They are nations lost between the East and
West, under the influence of organized crime and corporate
powers. Yet even in this desolate political and social landscape,
there are factions working for revival. Budapest seems to think
admission into the NEEC is an answer, while Slovakia is reviv-
ing the distant past.

o The Magyar People’s Movement has taken a page from their
Austrian Heritage Party cousin’s book and is running for next
year’'s election on a nationalist platform. How this will affect
Hungary’s bid for NEEC membership remains to be seen.

e Socio Pat

e Slovakia has one of the largest pagan communities in Eastern
Europe. The cultural slide has pushed the younger generation
towards these factions; outside the major sprawls, the pagans
are very influential.

o Riva Ricochet

From what used to be Romania down to the Adriatic coast,
the Balkan States of the last century collapsed and vanished in
the aftermath of the Euro Wars. Squabbling micronations of
Muslims, Slavs and Central Europeans, short-lived countries,
contested borders and military coups are simply the facts of life
in the region. The region’s economy is a sinkhole, with periods
of tense productive peace interspersed with short outbreaks of
violence between factions and enclaves. The only remotely sta-
ble poles in the region are the larger enclaves surrounding
Sarajevo, Sofia and Bucharest, where you can actually find
industry and functioning markets.

® There’s not much in the way of shadow operations in the
region: this is mostly merc turf. Several intelligence agencies,
however, including EuroForce’s Intel Division, use deniable
assets into the region to preventively disarm and dismantie any
potential power block.

© METalhead

¢ They can’t be doing their job very well. There’s a growing Islam-
lc faction in what used to be Bosnia bringing together several
Muslim enclaves under the banner of two influential Mullahs. It's
getting a lot of people here in Sargjevo really worked up.

e Zartan

’

On the southeastern tip of New Europe lies the Federal
Republic of Hellas, the official title for the city-states of
Greece. Occupied by a racially, ethnically and religiously
diverse population, Greece is undoubtedly one of the Awaken-
Ing’s hot spots, home to an inexplicable menagerie of Awak-
ened critters and metahumans. In recent years, strange phe-
nomena such as the Erebrus storm and the appearance of astral
constructs have only added to the list.

Though the locals seem to take it in stride, Greece has
known little peace since the chaotic years following the Awak-
ening. Almost a quarter of the Greek population died during
the Alliance for Allah’s invasion and subsequent occupation.
Despite the country’s recent history of bloodshed and geno-
cide, or perhaps because of it, the Greeks have drawn togeth-
er and are far more accepting and open to ethnic and racial
diversity than many modern Western nations.

o My people learned we are all the same at the enemy’s gun-
point. There was no difference in’ the persecution of metahu-
mans and suspected resistance militants. They were lined up
side-by-side, shot and buried together.

o Verby

With its multiracial and ethnic environment, a blooming
economy and some long-sought stability, Greece holds huge
promise for those that can tap it in the future—and there are a
lot of interested parties. Megacorps are lining up to make deals
with city-states, while organizations like the Draco and
Atlantean Foundations are setting up new facilities in the most
unexpected places.

e Despite the region’s stabliity in recent years, the defense
industry is a major business attracting almost every corporation
with a miltech, aeronautic or naval branch. The grinding con-
flicts in neighboring Turkey and the Balkans represent a contin-
uous source of profit.

© 0111011001

¢ If you believe the buzz, Hella’s NEEC and Eurocorp allies are
bankrolling the westernized Turks in the civil war and sponsoring
several Balkan micronations to make sure the region remains
unstable. Merc contracts are always flying about and the
money simply can‘t all be coming from the Balkans.

e Picador
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Originally my intention was to post Shadowland Frankfurt’s ‘62 update on the AGS here,
but with that shadownode mysteriously offine, we were forced to look for other contribu-
tors. Rumors pointed me to Berlin, where an ambitious group of neo-anarchists have set up a
new shadownode in their corner of the grid. Their outpost’s capacity is limited compared to
Frankfurt’s vast archives and the connection s less reliable, but In times like these it's a bea-
con of hope for our German chummers.
There | found quite a few people willing fo provide an overview on the nation, where—as
I read from their write-ups—conflicting interests, political agendas and decades-old grudges
against the other member states are part of daily life. As | had to put together this file in a hurry
to meet the compillation’s deadlines, | couldn’t crosscheck every bit of data you’ll find in here.,
Feel free to comment and add your opinions as appropriate.
® Synner
Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 05:32:16 CET

L et’s kick off with the scan on what’s cooking In the Allied German States (AGS) of late.

e Scan this—One sec I'm logged on to Frankfurt Hub and browsing through the latest buzz on
the Nachtmeister crash site, the next moment I’'m surrounded by unfamliiar looking personae,
all bearing a nasty aftitude and blazin” aftack proggies. ‘Course | jacked out pronto. When |
fried to log on again later that night, the Hub was simply gone.

o Deckmelster

o You mean Frankfurt was attacked? By whom?
e Curious Customer

o | said feel free to comment, but | won’t let this turn into another conspiracy SIG. Check the
Frankfurt file further down the line for more intel on the Hub’s status. | now hand things over to
Schupo, an old Kumpel o’ mine. | won't plug his ego by posting oversized rumors. Listen fo him
and you might well live fo spend your hard-earned euros.

® Synner
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ALLIED GERMAN STATES TIMELINE

2002: North Sea foxic sludge floods large parts of Hamburg.

2008: Following the Cattenom disaster and nearly a decade of polifical scandals, ecological disas-
fers and provincial secession threats, a military council replaces the federal government of the Ger-
man Republic.

2014: The German Catholic Church (GCC) secedes from the Vatican and establishes the “True
Church of the Lord God and his Saints” in Milnster, Westphalia.

2014: The ruling military council steps down and makes way for elections of o democratic gov
emnment.

2015: The city of Berlin is once again enclosed in o wall fo prevent the riots and ongoing violence
orchestrated by the cify’s growing anarchist movement from spreading to other regions.
2022-2023: The German government leaves rio-plagued Berlin and relocates to Hannover.
2030: The formation of the elven Duchy of Pomorya is officially announced.

2038: Years of confinuous disagreements with the government and increasing separation from the
north leads the southern provinces of Bavaria and Wirttemberg to secede and form the South Ger-
man League (S6L).

2039: During the Night of Rage, metahumans and pro-metohuman sympathizers successfully fight
back the racist mobs, making the lynch mob’s members the majority of the Night's casualties. In
Berlin, the anarchist movement gains control over the city and establishes the “world's largest anar
chist project”—the ity of Berlin itseff.

2042: The “Eugenics Project,” which calls for concentration camps for mefahumans, is almost
passed info low in the SGL. Without warming, long dormant volcanoes erupt in the Eifel region, furn-
ing the landscape info an ashen wasteland. The surrounding cities drown when streams of lava stem
the Rhine. Heeding the warning, poliicians immediately drop the project and grant mefahumans
equal civil ights. Despite this, many metahumans leave the southem regions and form their own
enclaves in Westrhine-Luxembourg and the Black Forest.

2043-2044: The Black Forest Troll Kingdom and the dwarf Great Duchy of Westrhine-Luxem-
bourg are founded. The SGL fails to reclaim the Black Forest during the so-called “Troll Wars.”
2044: The SGL dissolves after unsuccessful attempts o weaken corporate influence on south Ger-
man markets.

2045: The Allied German States is officially founded on May 8th.

2048: AGS military forces arest Karlsruhe Mayor Hedwig Gabler, a popular antimeta nationdlist,
for organizing a mercenary force to attack the Black Forest Troll Kingdom. Karlsruhe is placed under
martial low.

2055: Taking advantage of the worldwide bug spiit hysteria, joint corporate forces discreetly
invade Berlin, pushing back the anarchists info the city’s eastern districts, which are enclosed by @
fighty quarded wal. The “fiberated” districts are divided into several sectors, each run by a sepo-
rate corporation.

July 21, 2061: King Berthold | of the Black Forest Troll Kingdom fails fo attend his scheduled
meefings and is reported missing.

September 12, 2061: Responding to SURGE, the policlub National Action bombs the Munich
Bureau of Mefahuman Affairs and releases an airborne strain of VITAS. Riots are brutally suppressed
when Renraku forces are called in to aid authorities.

2061-2062: Notural orichalcum is found in Westrhine-Luxembourg and Marienbad.

June 21, 2062: The great dragons Lofwyr and Nachtmeister clash over Frankfurt, resulfing in
Nachtmeister's death.

Janvary 2063: The Marienbod Protectorate, under the guidance of the great dragon
Schwartzkopf, secedes fiom the AGS and joins the Czech Republic.

e

THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE

by Schupo

Our country suffered more than its share of the
Awakened world’s labor pains, in terms of econom-
ic and ecological disasters. Military dictatorships,
secession fevers, toxic flooding, radioactive fallout,
volcanic outbreaks—you name it, we've had it.
After the founding of the Allied German States (or
Allianz Deutscher Ldnder) in 2045, though, things
seemed to be on the upswing again. After several
decades of stability, our diversely unified nation has
claimed the pole position in the continent’s recov-
ery process. Only recently has that changed, with
the secession of Marienbad forcing the mapmakers
to get to work again.

Geography has always been a hobby of mine,
particularly the politics and socio-economic factors
that affect it. I've visited most of the AGS myself and
gathered intel on the white dots on my personal map
through numerous reports and countless hours of old
fashioned legwork. Taking a look at that map, it’s hard
to imagine that a nation consisting of more than a
dozen significantly different member states stuffed
into a territory in size about a tenth of the UCAS’
wouid last longer than today’s newsfax headlines. You
might think that the ideological differences, Machi-
avellian politics and neighboring conflicts are simply
too strong.

Only after I began working on the other side of
the law did 1 understand how the AGS has stuck
together. In the early years, the system worked 'cause
everybody was sick of social instability, political scan-
dals and Mother Nature’s tendency to rain on our
parade. Back then, nobody could afford to see the
alliance crumble. After two decades of constant eco-
nomic growth and prosperity, though, the “alliance of
necessity” shows some severe cracks in the wall.
Who's to say when it will crumble?

THE AGS IN A NUTSHELL

The AGS is a confederation with eleven semi-
autonomous member states. The Alliance govern-
ment is far less centralized than the old Federal Repub-
lic: it handles international diplomacy, maintains
armed forces and oversees the national communica-
tion, power and travel networks. The metahuman
domains and contaminated SOX are not full mem-
bers, though they maintain a loose association with
the AGS. Several larger sprawls—Rhine-Ruhr, Frank-
furt, Berlin and Hamburg—also have independent
self-governing status.

THE WILD NORTH

Though the North Sea coastlines changed with
the flood of 2011, northern Germany is still the center
of civilian and commercial naval travel of the AGS.
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AGS AT A GLANCE

Government Type: Confederoted Republic
Population: 99,700,000
Human: 70%
Et: 4%
Dwarf: 10%
Ork: 7%
Troll: 8%
Other: 1%
Per Capita Income: 32,000€
Estimated SINless: 23%
Below Poverty Level: 20%
Corporate Affiliation: 41%
Education:
Less Than Twelve Years: 22%
High School Equivalency: 43%
College Degrees: 26%
Advanced Degrees: 9%
Major Ethnic Groups:
German: 80%
Turkish: 8%
Polish: 6%
Other: 6%
Major Languages Spoken:
German; 73%
Turkish: 12%
Polish: 8%
Major Religions:
Protestant: 35%
German Catholic: 22%
Roman Catholic: 17%
Muslim: 5%
Unaffiliated /Other: 11%
None: 10%
Currency: Euro (nuyen also accepted)
BuMoNa coverage: 70%
Guaranteed Response Time: 12 minutes
AGS Member States:
Badish-Pfalz
Brandenburg
Duchy of Saxony
Franconia
Free State of Bavaria
Free State of Thuringia
Free State of Westphalia
Hesse-Nassau
Nordrhine-Ruhr
The North German League (NGL)
Wirttemberg
Associated Cities/States:
Berfin
Black Forest Troll Kingdom
Duchy of Pomorya
Frankfurt
Free and Hanseatic city of Homburg
Great Duchy of Westrhine-Luxembourg
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o The area stil has
lousy fraggin’ weather,
though.

o Edelweiss

The North German
League (NGL)

Despite the pol-
lution, northern Ger-
many remains the
country’s grain silo.
Reforestation and
other restoration
efforts have success-
fully cleaned up cer-
tain areas, but large
stretches are still
hopelessly polluted.
Huge agricorp green-
house complexes dot
the landscape, along
with vast open-sky
crop fields in cleaner
regions. In the indus-
trial sector, both small-
er hi-tech think tanks
and larger heavy
industry operations
favor their polluted
backyards, knowing
no one will complain
too much if they dirty
the place up.

The NGL shad-
ows are home to
many groups of
smugglers who use
the province’s numer-
ous abandoned vil-
lages and polluted
coastal regions as
hideouts or storage
locations. Most of the
contraband brought
into the AGS from the
east passes through
NGL smuggling hubs.
Small bands and inde-
pendent operators are
the norm, working
together to under-
mine the Mafia and
Vory groups who try
to hedge in on the
action or just circum-
vent them. The Scan-
dinavian Viking outfits

are the newest outsiders to try and establish a foothold, but
their claim to honor existing territories and routes is viewed
with suspicion.

o The NGL Is a smuggler’s wet dream—and any border patrol offi-
cer’s nightmare. A whole region of haif-submerged villages and
grain slo complexes for you fo store your goods in until the heat
dies down. Just be sure to avold the mutated critters roaming the
polluted regions, as they sure can ruin your day.

o Big Bad Beeste

Two of the main AGS ports, Bremen and Hamburg, are
located in this state, so there are plenty of opportunities to sell the
goods—either legally or illegally. Contraband ranges from drugs
and weapons of eastern European origin to telesma and alchem-
ical supplies acquired from the Harz Mountain Weise or the Lux-
embourg dwarfs.

For years, the authorities have tried to make the Free
and Hanseatic City of Hamburg a safer place to live—and
more importantly, to conduct business in. Though large parts
of Hamburg are flooded and beyond corporate control, the
government and corporations work together against the
influential and well-organized smuggler bands. Mitsuhama
Germany advertised the latest combined attempt to monitor
and control the naval traffic throughout Hamburg's channels
as the sonar-based version of the ALl (Autofahrer Leit- und
Informationssystem, the German equivalent of GridGuide).

By dropping sonar-equipped buoys throughout the
channels and issuing permits to corporate, government and
some civilian transports, recognition of non-authorized traf-
fic will immediately trigger an alarm signal and inform the
nearest security force patrol. The SUNS (Sonar Underwater
Navigation System) project’s weak link, however, is the level
of maintenance needed for those buoys—thousands are
required for complete surveillance of the submerged parts of
the city. So far, MCT has only planted half of them, and only
half of these function properly.

e Local media giant DeMeKo is pissed off big time about this
whole affair. Last year, they were involved in a bidding contest for
the Hamburg grid’s services and maintenance, which S-K-owned
RuhrDataFax provided. DeMeKo won the contract and soon
after announced plans for a new traffic guidance system. Detalls
on said project somehow appeared on the virtual front door of
DeMeKo's biggest rival, DSA (Deutsche Sendanstalten, German
Broadcasting Studios), a Mitsuhama subsidiary. Relying on thelir
experience with the German GridGuide, Mitsuhama scooped
the deal and paved the way for DSA to set up shop in Hamburg.
e €spion

e Specific plans for that project never existed. DeMeKo simply
doesn’t have the skills to pull something that big out of the blue.
When RDF-employed runners dug out the fruth, all Lofwyr had to
do was forward that knowledge to MCT.

o Corpshark
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e Revenge is a dish best served with full ASIST.
o Felix :

Due to the ongoing problems with smugglers and SINless
criminals in Hamburg, the corps are putting their weight behind
Bremen to make it the main AGS international port for high-value
commercial and industrial goods. Nowadays, most of the Big Ten
are present in Bremen. Saeder-Krupp is on top, with Proteus fol-
lowing a close second. Aztechnology, Yamatetsu, Kveerner-
Mersk and Wuxing also maintain offices and are eager to expand
their level of operations.

o While Hamburg is the market for your goods, Bremen is their
point of origin. Learn fo read the outbound freighter’s schedules
and you'll have yourself a nice regular income. Besides the Vulkan
shipyards, the IFMU production facilities are worth a look. The ship-
yards are also prime targets for catching a glimpse at the logistic
chain of many corps’ North Sea aquacologies and supply rigs.
 Seewolf

¢ The Bremen shipyards have been buzzing with activity for the
past six months. Earlier this year, everybody boosted up their

defenses. New corporate froops were relocated to Bremen and
the Iatest range of milltary-class naval vessels patrolled the North
Seq, “protecting corporate interests.” Even smaller corps like
Ruhrmetall and the IFMU are gearing up. Persistent rumors men-
tion that Proteus AG is playing @ major part in this arms race—they
run several oil platforms in the North Sea, and their Remg
arkoblock is a possible target for terrorists or radical eco-groups

e Krabbe

To the southwest, the city of Hannover has been the nation’s
involuntary capital since 2023. In the election campaign of 2061,
a coalition of liberals and pro-metas put their weight behind the
conservative middle-right CVP (Christliche Volkspartei, or Christ-
ian People’s Party) as the current AGS government.

Since the Marienbad incident, things are brewing on the fed-
eral level: Bavarian and Franconian representatives were the only
ones that publicly opposed the secession and demanded the
Alliance’s full support in countering the criminal activities con-
ducted by “those SiNless Czech gypsies and conspiring smuggler
bands.” Lately, emotion-ridden debates over controversial NEEC
issues spawned an uprising of nationalist forces, such as the DNP
(Deutschnationale Partei, or German Nationalist Party) and like-
minded policlubs. These conservatives consider both the AGS’
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active participation in the NEEC and the “annexation” of Marien-
bad by the Czech Republic to be threats to Germany’s “cultural
heritage and national identity.”

o The Hannover government hasn’t demanded compensation
payments for the loss of Marienbad, which fits the bigger picture
of carefully planned and executed operations paving the way
for the NEEC to kick off. I'll wager a freshly coined euro that the
AGS to cdll in the markers as soon as the voting for the NEEC's
second term starts.

e Camouflage

Besides the political scene, the Exhibition Grounds are the
only other prime employment opportunity—especially during
the annual Cybit Electronics and Computer Entertainment fair.
Recently the government proposed to make Hannover mega-
comp-free, limiting the corporate presence to the Exhibition
Grounds, in response to the upswing of shadowruns and collat-
eral damage. It's unlikely, though, that the corporations will just
stand by and watch that happen.

The Duchy of Pomorya

Located along the Baltic Sea coastline, including the isle of
Riige and bordering on Poland, the small elven duchy is a strong
supporter of ecological interests throughout Europe. Modeled
like other elven nations on an aristocratic basis, all governmental
duties are in the hands of three elven noble houses: Reanka, Sar-
entin and Teleam.

o An above average number of shadow ops have been pulled
off directly under the noses of Pomoryan nobles, most of them tar-
geting House Reanka, known for their expertise in bio-engineering
and design. Though intrigues and Machiavellian schemes are
daily biz here, it seems a lot of outside parties offer big cred for
any dirt on Lofwyr’s new pet pointy-ear, Ludmilla Reanka.

e Socialite

Lately, the duchy’s ruling council has been fighting numer-
ous brushfires. First, most of the country’s human population left
in fear of persecution when SURGE was initially proclaimed a “dis-
ease” transmitted only by humans—a political move orchestrat-
ed by a group of influential elven supremacists within noble hous-
es Sarentin and Reanka.

o Sadly, the elven population in Pomorya swallowed the racist
propaganda wholeheartedly. Immediately after the announce-
ment from researchers working for House Reanka, humans were
irationally pegged as plague carrlers. Attacks, firebombings and
general mayhem followed, until most of the humans had left and
more actual facts about SURGE became known.

o Dox

Second, a flood of Polish elves invaded Pomorya, seeking
refuge from the civil war that was tearing the neighboring coun-
try apart. Many of these refugees found immediate clean-up work
when the third crisis hit—earlier this year, the duchy’s Baltic Sea
shorelines were swamped with a wave of toxic industrial waste.

The latest investigation by leading Pomoryan scientists claims the ?
oily substance that devastated coastal ecosystems isn't just
another spill from the Baltic Sea’s oil rigs, but is in fact an artificial
and engineered chemical attack. Mass appearances of toxic spir- ;

its along the coastline support this theory. So far, no terrorist
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group has claimed responsibility, though fingers are being point- :

ed at various corporations involved in oil drilling just beyond the
duchy’s territorial waters.

® Proteus AG is among the corps running those offshore rigs, and |

they‘ve been a thorm in Pomorya’s side for years. Could this be an
act of retaliation?
o Ecotope

e Maybe they tried to keep the Pomoryan elves off their throat
and things got out of hand when the corps’ attention was
demanded elsewhere? Sounds plausible, with all the drek
going down on Proteus lately. The combination of magical and
technological means, howevér, points towards some different
source of origin.

o Deep Green

o Who else would welcome such devastation but a terrorist group
like Winternight?
e Lopt

A GATEWAY TO THE EAST

In some ways, the AGS eastern states never recovered
from their frontline roles during the Euro Wars. They now serve
as the last bastion against the powerful east European crime
syndicates. German border patrols securing these borders are
weak and slowly losing ground to the kapers, smugglers,
organleggers and their ilk.

Free State of Thuringia & The Duchy of Saxony

Ever been asked where you’'d rather buy your eyes, Oslo or
Jena? The city of Jena, home to the top-notch cyberware manu-
facturer Zeiss-Audiotek, is among the few places worth a visit in
Thuringia and the main destination for runners in these parts of the
country. Organleggers and crime syndicates from eastern Europe
regularly try to snatch intel on Zeiss’s latest vision enhancement or
even grab some thrown-away samples. They use them as blue-
prints for their cheap copies, which meta labor throws together in
abandoned military bunkers. Bought by street folk who can’t afford
the real deal, most of that cheapware is sold to illegal chop shops
and also finds its way into the anarchist parts of Berlin.

The only other remarkable locations in this region are the
Jena and Erfurt universities, both known for their highly respect-
ed thaumaturgy courses as well as for their ongoing rivalry. Jena
University also houses the Cormps Astralis Jenense, a magical
group devoted to exploring and mapping the astral realm.

The Duchy of Saxony fills the tabloids’ headlines at least
once a week. Famous for its resurrected dueling culture and
nobility’s parties, Grand Duke August-Fritz keeps the public
happy and content with spectacular military parades and illus-
trious parties. The Saxon nobility take the duels for real, fol-
lowing strict rules and regulations over the choice of weapons
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and the attendance of seconds. Together with the state’s rather
liberal weapons laws that allow everybody and their uncle to
carry requisite pistols and swords, the public manages to keep
the peace quite nicely, as illustrated by the significantly
reduced crime rate.

¢ The Saxon nobles are on the periphery of the growing European
neo-aristocrat movement, led by their Austrian blue-blooded
peers. Most of thelr networks” communication is handled via the
Kénigsberg/Kalinin data haven.

¢ Sepherim

The duchy’s army has a “new” tradition of contracting out as
mercenaries. Though more specialized in training than the
MET2000 troops, the Saxony soldiers-for-hire work on a smaller
scale. They are by no means a competition for organizations like
the MET or 10,000 Daggers.

Brandenburg

The state of Brandenburg serves as the main gateway to
Eastern Europe for inbound and outbound alike. Smuggler
bands like the Polish kapers use decommissioned Euro Wars
bunkers as hideouts and storage depots. Other than that, the
Brandenburg shadows are slim, since shadow activity con-
centrates around Berlin.

Located in the heart of Brandenburg is former AGS capital
Berlin, a city divided by two walls. One separates the ’plex from
the rest of the state—the second keeps the remaining anarchists
locked away from corporate Joe Worker. After corporate forces
brutally overthrew the anarchist project in 2055, the corps quick-
ly established a new order. Several megas now govern their own
districts; among these privileged corporations are Saeder-Krupp,
Proteus, IFMU, MSI, Renraku and even the Draco Foundation.

¢ The Draco Foundation’s German HQ is located in Berlin's
Schlossgarten district. Besides overseeing the foundation’s activi-
ties in Germany, their beautiful bulfding and gardens are used to
host various glamorous events as part of the annual German
media exhibition “"Go Live.” The city buzzes with activity during
these days, making the plentiful shadow work all the more lethal.
¢ Jelly Donut

The corporate sectors follow their own individual corporate
laws, and the corps make sure nobody disturbs the peace. The
streets are heavily patrolled, and road stops and ID inspections
are common practice. There are sectors in western Berlin, how-
ever, that are not under direct corporate control. German border
security and regular police forces watch these districts for signs of
anarchist revolts.

The anarchist-ruled eastern sector is completely different
from the west. After representatives of both sides signed a truce
in 2060, the eastern sector was left to its inhabitants, sealed off
and heavily guarded. Concentrating on rebuilding their still-liber-
ated parts of the city, the anarchists today avoid their corporate
neighbors and occupy themselves with their own affairs.

o Except for the occasional act of sabotage and yearly Mayday
fun, that is. Oh yeah, and the aftempts to squat buildings or cre-
ate some flash mob chaos in the corporate sectors. Not to men-
tion all the runners, smugglers and black marketeers who use the
anarchist sector as a safe haven.

o RZ

o After years of no governmental authority, those punks need to
be taught some manners again.
e True Berliner

o You callin’ IFMU shock troops in Citymasters and the regular
beating of squatters by S-K patrols “teaching manners?”
What's next, relocation camps and a resurrection of the
Eugenics project?

o Antifa

As the peace seems stable, the Brandenburg border security
is not as tight as it was during the anarchist years. Patrols are also
more likely to accept “donations.” On the other side of the inner
city wall, there’s a thriving black market in almost everything. The
syndicates’ business increased remarkably since the eastern dis-
tricts were cut off from the rest of the country. Somewhat similar
to the situation in Chicago under quarantine, the population’s
demands range from basic necessities like food and medicine to
ammo supplies and Moroccan Black BTLs.

o It's not that bad. At least we're free to live the way we want, We
pushed the corps out of our parts of the city and haven’'t been
bothered since. With various collectives and syndicates providing
for our needs and some of our kin running the data haven and
sharing the latest gossip, what more can we ask for?

e Rebel

STUCK IN THE MIDDLE

The AGS central states focus on their traditional petty feuds
rather than escaping the recession they got themselves into. But
then again, blaming the neighbor state for one’s own bad luck is
a tradition in the AGS.

Badisch-Pfalz

Bordering on the contaminated SOX, this region’s rural areas
have been sparsely populated ever since people fled in fear of the
Cattenom fallout fifty years ago (dealing the Badisch economy a
fatal blow at the time). When the Frankfurt Metroplex annexed
the Mannheim-Heidelberg sprawl during the downfall of the
South German League, many residents felt betrayed by a gov-
ernment unable to prevent the loss of the province’s biggest
employer and main source of tax income. The Badisch govern-
ment, however, was too engrossed in the “Troll Wars” of the time
that later resulted in the founding of the Troll Kingdom—yet
another loss of Badisch land.

As Badisch residents watched their former territories and
neighbor states prosper again after years of recession, the way was
paved for local nationalist parties to unite under the “Great-
Badisch Crusade” (GBC) banner. The leader of this movement, Dr.
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Hedwig Gabler, was elected to the provincial parliament in 2048.
Before her retaliation plans against the “occupied southern territo-
ries” were put into action, however, the German military moved
into the Karlsruhe Parliament, arresting Gabler and her party’s
members as well as many contracted mercenaries. Karlsruhe,
receiving a special jurisdictional status, was put under military law.
The remaining members of the GBC vanished into the under-
ground and kept a low profile—until recently. In August 2061,
Gabler escaped from the Bruchsaal high security prison with help
from her GBC comrades. Tensions are high as Gabler remains on
the loose.

To this day, Karlsruhe remains under military law, over-
seen by General Michael Karaoglu. Since the German Supreme
Court also resides here, the idea of stepping down and leav-
ing the area to Badish-Pfalz jurisdiction doesn’t appeal to the
Hannover politicians.

Besides largely independent viniculture and other agri-
biz, the region’s main employer is AG Chemie, which operates
production facilities near Ludwigshafen. Also worthy of note
are the MET2000 base and training grounds at Ramstein and
Kaiserslautern.

e Newsflash: Last week, Karaoglu was ordered home to Hannover.
Officially, he was asked to lecture in one of the Bundeswehr
owned universities. Military insiders, however, link it to last year’s
“shedim incident,” during which a massive shedim infestation
nearly spread beyond Karisruhe’s army-controlled inner city limits
and was put down only under great losses of manpower and
equipment. Karaoglu’s successor, Martin Feiser, earned his rep
patrolling the SOX borders for a couple of years. A military hardlin-
er to the bone, his sharp analytic mind and good connections
enable him to manipulate the conflict of interests that plague the
military hierarchy to his advantage.

e METalhead

o Gabler and her loonies wouldnt mess with the MET and the mil-
itary at the same time. Recent reports of vandalism and minor
sabotage at Ramstein could mean they’re taking on one force
affer another. Right now, her GBC agents secretly negotiate with
likeminded mercenaries for armed support, while Gabler herself
checks out her political contacts to various hardliners still holding
influential positions in parliament.

e Nightwing

Franconia

In contrast to its Badisch equivalent, Franconia’s economy
seems on its way up again. After losing out to the Westphalian
agricorps and international competitors like Meridional and Shi-
awase, the state now concentrates on tourism and entertainment
as its main sources of income. Beautiful scenery, green hills and
healthy forests surround various first class vacation spots; Franco-
nia is the German wageslave’s ideal holiday home. Under the
administration of the semi-governmental FrankenKultour AG, the
numerous tourist hotspots also house expensive private clinics
and the occasional health resort.
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¢ Replace “health resort” with “treatment centers” for various
addictions plaguing unhappy office workers/executives and
you're on the mark. The FrankenKultour AG ensures their guests’
privacy and safety with a top-notch security perimeter. Biz in Fran-
conia ranges from security duties during the chip addict treat-
ment of Mr. Schmidt’s first-born 1o the usual extractions.

¢ Tin Man

¢ Many of the bigger gambling dens are in the hands of La Famil-
la, who make sure the execs keep spending their pocket money
and rolling more dice. You'd better think twice about extracting
your target from the casino’s roulette tables. The mobsters have
jumped aboard the weliness biz as well, using the clinics for
money laundering or the occasional blackmail attempt.

¢ Buscettino

The famous Spessart Forest is home to several research insti-
tutions, mainly concentrating on paranormal flora and fauna that
appeared there during the comet’s passing. Besides tourism,
home entertainment manufacturing companies are the region’s
other main employer, with production facilities located in or
around the Nuremberg sprawl. Many of the industry’s leaders
maintain distribution offices here; numerous smaller ones try to
get a piece of the pie as well.

e During the annual Toy Fair each February, Nuremberg is as
crowded as a toyshop on X-mas. If you're thinking electronic dolls,
Nebelherr plushies or Karl Kombatmage action figures, think
again. Think nursery school cyberdeck routines and programs,
remote control system modeling kits and graphic resolution chip
circuits. Now add brands like Cyberdynamix, MSI and Novatech,
to name a few.The areas of application are different, but the tech
stays the same.

e Leggy

Hesse-Nassau

To many of Frankfurt’s citizens, Hesse-Nassau is the premier
spot for a weekend trip away from the buzzing life in the AGS’s
financial capital. Though not as exclusive as Franconia’s first class
resorts, tourism has become the state’s main source of income.
While spending longer vacations with the whole family in franco-
nia, Hesse-Nassau is the average wage slave’s weekend resort;
numerous bed & breakfast spots serve as a lovers’ nest for the
occasional office affair.

Among the preferred hot spots are the hot spring spas in the
Taunus mountains, just beyond the Frankfurt 'plex, or the hillside
vineyards on the mountainous cliffs of the lower Rhine, full of
wine festivals during each annual wine season.

e Since the execs fry to keep their dirty habits secret from every-
one, security’s almost non-existent in these places. lt’s a free-for-all
place for rival corps and their extraction plans.

e Highwire

Also worthy of note is the corporate-owned university of
Giessen, reputed to be the breeding ground for the scientific elite

in the fields of industrial chemistry, pharmacy and medical sci-
ences. While the university is mostly sponsored by domestic
corps—first and foremost, AG Chemie—European competitors
like Zeta-ImpChem and Transys Neuronet are busy dropping
recruitment centers in the campus’s vicinity.

WESTWARD BOUND

At first sight, a cleric-ruled free state, a dwarf duchy and a
toxic zone might not share any similarities. Wrong. They all have
something in common: though they’re not as unique to the Sixth
World as one might think, their mention instantly brings to mind
special aspects of our time: faith, fairytale and frag-up.

The Free State of Westphalia

Church-ruled Westphalia is the outsider among the AGS’s
member states. The separation from the Vatican in 2014 also
resuited in a breach with the German government. The “True
Church of the Lord God and His Saints"—also known as the
German Catholic Church (GCC)—voluntarily isolated itself
under the leadership of Cardinal von Heeremann. Preaching a
conservative stance regarding metahumanity and magic, the
GCC reshaped the state according to its beliefs, turning West-
phalia into a nearly metahuman-free and non-Awakened state.

In the fali of 2061, SURGE tested the GCC's followers’
faith once more. Not even clergy members were safe from
suddenly expressing “the devil's mark,” so von Heeremann
pulled an ideological U-turn. The Cardinal announced SURGE
to be a God-sent phenomenon to test the faithful Westphalian
Catholics for the dark times to come. As a result, the violent
outbreaks and panic witnessed elsewhere in the world were
avoided in Westphalia.

e What choice did they have? Westphalia had the largest num-
ber of confirmed changelings of all the German states. Many of
the now-registered SURGE expressions were first reported and cat-
egorized In Westphalia.

e KAM

Shocked by this drastic change of politics, the GCC itself split
between hardliners who still condemned any non-theurgist
magic and liberals who gladly embraced the church’s new open-
mindedness. The GCC’s dissipation ironically mimics the Awak-
ened Schism in the Catholic Church, decades after the issue
caused its own break with Rome.

Adding to these internal problems, Westphalia's wealthy
“meat barons”—influential Catholic landowners and farmers—
are concerned with the NEEC. Though Westphalia is the AGS’s
primary meat supplier and one of the main agri- biz areas,
their market is limited to the neighboring member states due
to the GCC's isolationist course, their most important cus-
tomer being Nordrhine-Ruhr.

e Think about it. Nearby Nordrhine-Ruhr would happily “annex”
Westphdlia’s meat and agricutture industry. The NEEC works to
thelr advantage, forcing the GCC to play by the open market’s
rules. For the Westphalian cloth, it's another reason to pick up
negotiations with Rome, since the Vatican cautiously opposes the
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NEEC behind closed doors. The meat barons are tom between
supporting one faction or other of the GCC and turning to the
federal government for support. This again sults the Hannover
politicos, who don’t want one bunch of religious fanatics
replaced by another, no matter how moderate.

e Storm Spirit

Recently, the liberals seem to have gotten the upper hand,
as a delegation of handpicked Westphalian priests was sent on
the first diplomatic mission to Rome for nearly fifty years. Unfor-
tunately, they never reached Vatican City: A plane accident in
southern Austria killed all delegation members. Though no proof
exists, members of the powerful Westphalian Bishops’ Guard—
the hardliner’s special ops division—are suspected, perhaps sup-
ported by the archconservative Austrian clergy.

e It's no secret the Catholic Diocese’s influence increased with
the Austrion Heritage Movement's recent election into govern-
ment. But I've heard rumors that someone other than the Austrian
authorities Is investigating the Incident—perhaps Templar Knights.
© Espresso

The Grand Duchy of Westrhine-Luxembourg

Ruled by dwarf Grand Duke Adolphe i, the Duchy of
Westrhine-Luxembourg (WRL) borders on what's left of eastern
Luxembourg after the Cattenom disaster, meeting the Hesse-
Nassau region in the east. Already flooded by refugees after the
reactor meltdown, many more people lost their homes in 2042
when the region’s long dormant volcanoes erupted, turning the
Eifel region into a lava-covered, moon-like landscape. Adolphe
acquired these teritories in 2043 and added them to the duchy
as part of the French government’s compensation to WRL for the
Cattenom disaster.

Revitalizing the land over the years, the duchy concentrated
on agribusinesses and the export of volcanic minerals. When
orichalcum deposits were reported in the Eifel Mountains in
2061, the duke had to act fast to prevent exploitation attempts
by ruthless mining corps. Hastily founding the Ducal Mining
Coalition (DMC)—an association of five smaller mining compa-
nies—the duchy entered the Orichalcum Rush. To Adolphe’s sur-
prise, the profit margin was little or nothing compared to the
costs of keeping out the competition. The unsuccessful prospect-
ing did have a positive side-effect, though, as the region’s range
of exported goods now includes minerals and plants as well as
WRL-manufactured alchemical refining tools.

® In 2059, when naturally occurring orichalcum was still a fairy
tale, Lofwyr acquired the mining claims for several locations in the
Eifel Mountains. Coincidentally, the first confirmed reports of
orichalcum findings on German territory originated from those S-
K mines. According to rumor. however, the great dragon Rhonab-
wy also has some influence over Adolphe’s declsions. Adolphe
has literally placed himself between a rock and a hard place by
carefully trying not fo frag elther wyrm while ruling the state.

o Gretchen

© Rhonabwy financially supported Adolphe when the payments
from the French government stopped, so the halfer is indebted to
the Welsh wyrm. Lofwyr’s continued interest in the WRL however,
is a mystery. Adolphe uses the DMC to get in fouch with magical
groups all over the globe, hoping they can find out what exacty
the dragon wants from him.

o Silicon Mage

A prominent member of the European nobility and high
society, Adolphe supports the Grand Tour even when his
stately duties keep him from participating. He still attends the
tour's main events, but otherwise has retired from public
events. His duties as the DMC’s CEO take him to meetings all
over Europe, but Adolphe is reluctant to leave his court for
more than a few days, preferring to invite diplomats and cor-
porate reps to visit him.

On top of everything else, after twenty years of silence, the
former Luxembourg government—now living in exile in Brussels
EC—recently picked up diplomatic relations with the duke again,
offering its services as the duchy’s representatives to the NEEC.

e There’s gofta be more to this. Why would some old farts sud-
denly claim loyalty to the duchy after all these years? Who do
they represent? Maybe they know something about Lofwyr’s
interests that Adolphe doesn‘t.| hear the duke’s most vocal polit-
ical opponent, some slimebag halfer named Christoph Reitner,
dlready signaled his interest to the Luxembourgers in case
Adolphe turns down the offer.

© Rumormonger

The Saar Special Administrative Zone (SOX)

e Since the SOX was covered in the Target: Wastelands no-go
zone file collection recently, post any news on this scarred piece
of land here. And please, keep any theories on Feuerschwinge,
the “iradiated dragon” to yourself.

© Synner

e Righty-o, here’s the latest scan on what's gleamin’ and glowin’
in Meftdown Central. Though we still haven‘t heard any confirmed
reports of Feuerschwinge taking a sun bath on top of the reactor’s
ruins, we've got some interesting tidbits nonetheless: Judging by
the sheer amount of people they’ve carried in or out of the zone
recently, the SOX-based Ghost Rat smuggler band seem to have
“Toxic Tours” labeled on their t-birds. The passengers include a high
ratio of trolls, indicating some interest from the nearby Black Forest.
Freelancer teams usually pick up SOXers taking the route out right
after the Rats drop ‘em outside the fortified wallls.

© Poolitzer

e Ever since a not-so-stealthy bunch of runners went down in a
firefight with corporate troops in the ruined city of Vélklingen, the
Kontrolirat has begun taking active measures to keep access to
the SOX restricted.

o METalhead

S22 Shadows of Europe




e Volklingen? That's where Feuerschwinge plummeted to the
ground after the military shot him down by in 2012.The dragon’s
hoard is suspected to lle hidden there as well. it could also
explain the increasing number of interested parties crossing the
SOX borders.

o X-Ray

THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH

The members of the now defunct South German League still
chew on their failure in 2044 when the League was dissolved.
Meanwhile, Hannover politicians keep an eye on Bavaria and
Wiirttemberg, ready to react to the first sign of history repeating
itself. The Black Forest Troll Kingdom is only another thorn in the
southerners’ flesh.

The Black Forest Troll Kingdom

As the German Alliance’s “problem child,” the Troll King-
dom has few friends among politicians, either domestically or
internationally. It certainly needs them, as the nation’s reigning
King Berthold was officially reported missing on July 21st, 2061.
The Royal Court declared the kingdom to be under the interim
ruler of Chancellor Hugo von Hasslach during the King's absence.

Contradicting widespread fears, Hasslach’s ascension went
by without any major disturbances or political intriguing. Gener-
ous support during the troubled transition came from several cor-
porations, offering skilled advice regarding the kingdom’s nation-
al budget and diplomatic relations. In exchange, the Royal Court
has issued permits for these companies to conduct research on
the kingdom’s territory. The great dragon Kaltenstein also was
rumored to have a hand in the kingdom’s affairs, but he seems to
have left his Black Forest lair for good.

o Kaltenstein’s Black Forest lair—known to authorities but kept
secret from the public—lles in the vicinity of these new corp
research sites. This area has seen a spurt of unnatural growth since
the comet’s passing. Is this a protective measure to keep the lair
hidden from prying eyes, or something entirely different?

e Ecotope

e Hold it right there! Radiation accelerates growth, right? This fits
with the dragon’s interest in toxic areas throughout Europe and
the imradiated SOX in particular.

o Atom X

¢ Er, no. Radiation does not accelerate growth, it just causes
mutation to organic matter. Nevertheless, you might be onto
something. Who knows what those trolls who visited the SOX
recently returned with.

¢ Eismann

Authorities have failed to prove that King Berthold was
abducted or assassinated, nor can they pinpoint his location.
But since the country is prospering under Hasslach’s rule, at
least in terms of international corporate and diplomatic rela-
tions, the majority of the public currently thinks the Chancellor
is @ more capable leader than Berthold ever was. Recently,

Hasslach’s vocal protest and fearless interception of Swiss
government-funded research on the sterilization of metahu-
mans convinced even the few remaining skeptics of his deter-
mination and leadership abilities.

o That’s a punch in the face of all who remember Berthold’s
part in the Troll Wars. Many of us still favor him instead of a pup-
pet chancellor who has already sold out to the corps and for-
eign Interests.

e Black Forest Warrior

Wiirttemberg

A member state of the disbanded South German League,
Wiirttemberg differs from the rest of the AGS in many ways. Anti-
metahuman biases are stil common among the population,
reaching new heights when SURGE was first reported. With the
exception of Wiirttemberg’s small population of giants, metahu-
mans are regarded with suspicion at best.

o Those giants are an exception to the usual hostility towards any-
thing not “typically Wlrttembergian.” Living in remote areas and
small setlements, giants are the province’s unique element and
tourist attraction. Though the mgjority of giants don’t seem to
mind the racism of their neighlbbors towards other metas, youthful
glants are all open ears for exciting tales from the Trolt Wars and
life in the neighboring Black Forest.

o Concrete

When the SURGE phenomena appeared in Wiirttemberg,
the provincial government imprisoned the state’s changelings in
quarantine camps. With the imminent establishment of the NEEC,
the authorities bowed to growing pressure from the federal gov-
ernment and UN, dissolving the camps in March of 2063. The
majority of the camps’ former prisoners quickly moved to the
safety of the Troll Kingdom.

e Rumors persist that the Troll Kingdom sponsored a few success-
ful liberation raids on these camps while they were active.
o Antifa

Publicly announcing an in-depth investigation and strict pun-
ishment of all parties involved, the provincial government tried to
prevent any further political damage by offering scapegoats to
the media. One of the most vocal supporters of the trideogenic
witch-hunt was the Wiirttemberg Chamber of Commerce (WCC),
an influential coalition of local manufacturing companies and sup-
pliers to Wiirttemberg's large electronic and automobile industry.

o The WCC has an edge over the megas, since the megacorp
production facilities are dependant on suppliers for a constant
and uninterrupted flow of pre-manufactured goods and neces-
sary spare parts. The ideals of the NEEC don’t appeal to the WCC,
though. Losing out to foreign suppliers who offer their products
way under market price would also mean losing the ability fo dic-
tate their own prices in the AGS market. As a result, the WCC
secretly negotiates with a number of nationdlist policiubs for sup-
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port against the NEEC. In states with a recessive economy, propa-
ganda like this weighs more than any politician’s promises.
o Eismann

The Stuttgart sprawl serves as the state’s political and finan-
cial capital. The biggest employers in the region are the IFMU and
Cross EuroDev, though the latter faces difficulties establishing its
beachhead against the well-connected IFMU. Stuttgart is also
known to have the most innovative and creative musicians in the
AGS, regularly setting new trends that soon spread to every club
of the country. Naturally, media giants like DeMeKo, Sol Media
and Mitsuhama’s DSA subsidiary maintain a number of offices
and recording studios throughout the "plex.

o DSA finally managed to sign Leonard “Lobotomy” Frizzles, after
pulling some semi-legal stunts against the competition—with the
aid of some “freeiance specialists.” An ork who Is the scene’s lat-
est darling, Lobotomy is famous for his ful-body tattoo and play-
ing the synthaxe while his changeling stage assistant “Starbright”
treats him with electroshocks. The tunes he pulis out of that instru-
ment honestly are fraggin’ awesome.

e Fanboy

Another attraction of the Mid-Neckar Metro Area—the
sprawl’s official name—is the so-called Cloud-City. Dozens of
zeppelins and airships hover above the Ludwigsburg region, tied
to landing poles and connected via secured walkways. Casinos,

*

restaurants, amusement centers and a nice panoramic view from
above make your stay worth the expense and careful prepara-
tions needed to get up there. You'll need a watertight SIN to pass
the ID checks, and metahumans are generally looked at with sus-
picion. Changelings are the exception to the rule here, since
many of them work in Stuttgart’s music industry. Forget about
packing guns or armor as well, they are so demodé.

e llegal pits fights are the latest thrill in the Stuttgart underground.
| once witnessed an enormous troll struggling against a pack of
four hellhounds, barely surviving after ripping apart their throats
with his spurs. After he cleaned off the blood and gore, he just
turned away and sipped on a huge strawberry shake. Cliché, but
awesome nonetheless! | heard about this stuff going on in Lisbon,
but who'd figure it'd make it to civilized countries.

® Bouncer Mac

o Thanks for the flowers, but it looked more dangerous than it real-
ly was. The audience was bloodthirsty on that night, so | prolonged
the final kiling blow.

o Concrete

o Besides organizing the brawls, the Canoretti family also makes
big nuyen by supplying the city’s music industry with any drug and
vice metahumanity can think of.

o Buscettino
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The Free State of Bavaria

The Free State of Bavaria has certainly received its share of
chaos. Every time a new catastrophe hit central Europe, Munich
was flooded with refugees. Over time, the Bavarian capital has
turned into a huge melting pot.

Long dormant prejudice boiling under the surface finally
erupted when SURGE hit in late '61. To worsen the situation, the
fascist policlub Nationale Aktion bombed the Bureau of Metahu-
man Affairs and announced they had released a stolen sample of
the airborne VITAS-I viral strain in a metahuman neighborhood.

On the verge of chaos, Munich authorities called to corpo-
rate forces for help. Shortly after the center of the virus outbreak
was located, Renraku shock troops surrounded the old Olympian
Park and launched a massive and brutal roundup of the district’s
population. No distinction was made between rioters, medical
personnel and the area’s innocent inhabitants. Renraku’s PR
department worked overtime in the aftermath and escaped with-
out a scratch to its corporate image. Renraku Europe CEO Kari
Stadt even used the public funeral service to announce a bounty
on members of the Nationale Aktion.

¢ Immediately after the incident, Red Samurai hunted down inde-
pendent snoop teams and trideo stations to erase all the incrimi-
nating evidence. The hunt for that data isn’t over, however, as
Renraku’s rivals Novatech and S-K are trying to bulld a case of
lorge scale slaughter; the Munich senate ain’t caliing it “case
closed” either.

¢ Renraku Fox

Bavaria’s rural areas are of small concern to the corps, serv-
ing as the state’s health resorts or crop supply; shadow employ-
ment opportunities are concentrated in Munich. Besides the Ren-
raku HQ, the traditional BMW plants and the Novatech Studios
are prime targets for shadow work. Newcomers Novatech and
Sol Media are still struggling against established and well-con-
nected competitors MCT and DeMeKo.

Aside from this, the only notable feature is the Her-
renchiemsee Islands in the Chiemsee Lake, home to the dragon
Nebelherr. Though his leisurely lifestyle is popular with local
media and tourists, the dragon seldom leaves his lair.

¢ With the exception of Lofwyr and Nebelher—who are rumored
~ o have some sort of deal—every other dragon seems to have left
the AGS. Another mystery to rip apart in your conspiracy SIGs.

¢ Cynic

Since the secession of Marienbad, the Bavarian border
patrols are somewhat trigger-happy. Rumors of a freshly estab-
lished smuggler route used by Marienbad gypsies through the
south Bavaria hinterlands add to the uneasy atmosphere.

¢ Among the range of Bavarian poiliticos that vocliferously
opposed the Marienbad decision was Anikka Belolt, vice presi-
dent of the BVP (Bayrische Volkspartel, or Bavarian People’s Party)
and ol’ Mina Beloit’s daughter. The Beloit family’s history with drag-
ons gives her emotional keynotes a special meaning. Somehow,

the theories of dragon involvement in the NEEC's initial concept
start making sense.
o Otaku Mike

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: THE AGS HOT SPOTS
o In addition to Schupo’s overview, I've asked some reliable
sources to fill us in on the hottest AGS locations, places where the
drek might soon hit the fan. These authors shed some light on their
home turfs, so give ‘em some credit—they know what theyre talk-
ing about.
o Synner

Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 5:45:02 CET

KARLSRUHE: THE HERMETIC VISION APPLIED
by RA.W.

From an Awakened point of view, Karlsruhe is an interesting
case study. Defenders of pre-Awakening magic (particularly Hen-
drik Kinder in his work, Leamning from the Ancients) point to the
city’s unique architecture as proof that actual arcane knowledge
was in the hands of scholars and educated circles long ago. While
some of these theories are bunk, it's always fun to watch follow-
ers of other paradigms grit their teeth and admit there is some-
thing about this city.

Let’s take a look at Karlsruhe’s “unique architecture,” then.
The city center itself has the shape of a triangle, built around the
castle tower. The stone pyramid tomb of the city’s founder, Count
Karl Wilhelm, literally serves as the eye of the pyramid, located at
the northern tip of the isosceles triangle. Arranged in almost iden-
tical angles, thirty-two fan-like streets spread away from the city
center like spokes of a wheel. Assumed for a long time to be mis-
calculations—originating from during the city’s construction—
para-archaeologists discovered these differences in fact were
mathematical masterpieces and intentional—each of the spokes
geographically connects to another Awakened site, such as
Stonehenge, St. Peter’s or Chartres Cathedral. By tapping into the
power sites on the other end of the spokes, a steady flow of mana
is channeled into the wheel’s axis, the octagon castle tower, cre-
ating a powerful mana nexus. Magical research now focuses on
finding a “switch” to manipulate the flow of mana and channel it
out to empower a magical site connected to one of the spokes.

© S0 these power lines are the equivalent of an astral road sign
saying “Stonehenge, just a second at the speed of thought, right
hand iane, please?” Astral tourism, the next big thing.

© Jaxon

e These “road signs” are hardly noticeable—though it has poten-
tial, the nexus hasn’t really been activated yet. No one’s sure
when it will be, efther. Research here has kept magical groups
busy for years, among them Heldelberg’s Faustus Society. Heavily
guarded by miltary troops, they've hermetically sealed off cer-
tain areas of the nexus (pun intended). Lately, the DIMR has shown
interest in this matter, emioying several feams of “freelance oper-
atives” to Investigate on-site and conduct some unofficial
research in the society’s HQ near Heidelberg.

e Prof M.
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o The Faustians haven’t been able to provide many answers to
the military, which is keenly interested. To the Faustians’ dismay, the
military contacted a group of British Drulds for help In that matter.
Coming from Oxford University, they‘re most likely acting on behalf
of the British Lord Protector’s office.

o Moleman

Life in Karlsruhe changed for the worse ever since the mili-
tary moved in to arrest Gabler and decided to stay. To this day,
you'll encounter checkpoints, travel and access restrictions, ran-
dom ID checks and various forms of media-censorship. Military
security has increased since Gabler escaped and the GBC seems
to have been re-invigorated.

The new military commander, Martin Feiser, is still trying to
get a grip on the whole situation before the GBC acts up or some-
thing else happens. Though the military normally prefers to han-
dle things on its own, Feiser is taking into account the city coun-
cil's suggestions and seeking Matrix security advice from a local
outfit called NuWorld Order Matrix Security.

o NWO is a front for the Freemasons. Former military chief Karaoglu
was a thomn in their side, but Feiser’s easier to deal with, as they
already broke his will and turned him into a faithful servant.

o Lone Gunman

o Freemasons? | knew these guys have a history with the city, but
are they still around?
o Curious Customer

o The Freemasons secretly control the city and make sure the mil-
itary further protects their interests. Several lodges are located
here and their official HQ can be found near the city center.Some
work out in the open, covering the fracks of thelr brethren’s work
in the shadows. The city center clearly shows it—located within
the isosceles friangle but beneath the eye of the pyramid are
three Influential and powerful institutions: the German Federal
Constitutional Court, the Federal Supreme Court and Karlsruhe
University. From a Freemason’s point of view, the pyramid—a sym-
bol essential to the lodges—controls these institutions.

e Conspir--see

Lately, the city council has developed a newfound interest
in the inner city’s architecture and general appearance. Many
buildings have been renovated and restored to further enhance
Karlsruhe's eighteenth-century image. Comparing the original
city maps with present ones, one can recognize the city
increasingly resembling the image Count Karl Wilhelm planned
and laid out.

e Reshaping the city’s image isn’t a bad thing when looking at
those ugly ferrocrete and mirrored glass buildings standing next to
historical monuments like the castle tower. But the city councll
hasn’t announced these renovations, nor are they paying for it—
they don’t even have the necessary funds. And no one can seem

.

to explain how they‘'ve made some rather remarkable changes
without the use of heavy equipment ...
e Archie Ticked

o The city reshapes itself to match its original astral pattern. Only
those who have entered the higher circles of enlightenment can
pierce the veill of the obvious and grasp the greater vision.

o Crowley

o Despite the loony talk, I've heard some interesting stories from
troopers guarding the off-imit areas. One moment they’re walk-
Ing down the street, patrolling in a squad of four, and suddenly
two of them disappeared from their comrades’ sight. A second
later, the two reappeared a few meters away, just as if they had
continued to pairol the street. When asked, they didn’t nofice
anything unusual except for a slight breeze and an amost insignif-
icant change in sunlight color, like looking through colored glass.
© Sfrassenzauberer

NORD-RHINE-RUHR METROPLEX: THE AGS MELTING POT
by Aunt Emma

Living in the Rhine-Ruhr Metroplex is a game all its own.
Stretching from Westrhine-Luxembourg in the south to the Unit-
ed Netherlands in the west and bordering the Inquisition’s last
refuge Westphalia to the north, over 26 million citizens keep this
sprawl buzzin’ with life. Pursuing semi-legal business while stay-
ing out of Lofwyr’s spheres of interest is a challenge. Keeping up
to date with the latest goings-on is a 24/7 job.

The average R-R citizen had just gotten used to the drastic
changes the Awakening brought us when Lofwyr set up shop in
Essen in 2037; it took us some time to get used to a dragon
looming over our heads. Those of us in the shadows who have
read old Mina Beloit’s revelations on her nemesis as part of the
“Lizard Digest” are even uneasier in the wyrm'’s vicinity.

Through Saeder-Krupp, Lofwyr controls most of the ’'plex
from out of his two main arcologies: S-K Prime located in Essen
and S-K worldwide HQ in Dortmund.

o Attached to the Essen arcology is the traditional Krupp family
mansion, “Villa Hagel.” Nowadays it's used for trideogenic recep-
fions, balls and press conferences. Security measures around the
mansion’s large parks are unbelievably advanced and way
beyond SOTA.

o Felix

The world’s number one mega runs numerous offices and
facilities throughout the sprawl—too many, in fact, to point out.
Lofwyr has a tight grip on the "plex, especially the region’s finan-
cial center of Diisseldorf, the large industrial port of Duisburg
and the media capital of Cologne.

Despite Lofwyr’s grip (or perhaps because of it), the other
top megas also conduct business here. The corp war dealt the
Fuchi arcology in Bochum to Shiawase and the former Renraku
HQ in Disseldorf to Novatech, both changes of ownership the
result of hostile takeovers and outmaneuvered adversaries. Wux-
ing only recently entered the Duisburg docks after years of cut-
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ting through red tape that S-K-greased customs authorities threw
its way. Domestic corps like Ruhrmetall and the IFMU consortium
survive in the shadow of AAA competition by fulfilling underpaid
government contracts, or advertising to niche markets too small
for the megas to produce measurable profits.

s It's not easy being a rival on Lofwyr’s turf. Take Knight Errant, for
example. Despite a sterling reputation worldwide, they‘'ve only
managed to obtain contracts in areas of the Rhine-Ruhr like DUs-
seldorf and Cologne, where the presence of other megas limits
Lofwyr's influence.

¢ Erant Knight

A new tumor is silently developing in the metroplex,
though. Rhine-Ruhr is only one stop in the supply chain from the
UNL's Europort, and crime syndicates are swirling around the
'plex like flies on drek. The northern half is in the hands of Don
Lupo Gasperi, an old school mobster who earned a serious repu-
tation by surviving in the dragon’s shadow for so long. His terri-
tory remains unchallenged by other syndicates, though they are
acting quickly to grab shares of the biz. Diisseldorf is Yakuza turf,
Cologne is Triad territory and smaller outfits like the Turkish Maf-
fiya have also gained a foothold.

e Times are a-changin’ In the R-R underworld: The Dusseldorf-
based Makahashi-gumi just expanded their operations to Essen
and Dortmund. In Duisburg, the Vory successfully took over most of
Turk- and Balkan-controlled biz and is looking to challenge Don
Lupo’s territory. Don Lupo is calling in support from the Alta Com-
missione to fight both fronts simultaneously. so expect things to
furn ugly soon.

o Buscettino

o My bet is that Lofwyr Is just waiting for the underworld war to
fighten the syndicates’ ranks..With spies on all levels, his security
goons will enter the stage after these thugs have shot themselves
to shreds and claim the glory for purging the ‘plex from the orga-
nized crime threat. Applied Darwinism, draconian style.

e Felix

GREATER FRANKFURT: THE AGS FINANCIAL CAPITAL
by Lukas

Synner asked me to fill you in on what's up in Frankfurt late-
ly, with the local Shadowland node being offline and all that drek.
Up front, the answer to the question that bothers you the most:
Yes, Tell, AHAB and the crew are still alive. They're beaten and
bruised, shaken and stirred, but alive and currently working on
ways to relaunch Frankfurt Shadowland back into virtual orbit.

Here's what | can spill without risking my rear end: some-
how, the data haven’s physical location was compromised and a
corporate strike team—still not sure exactly who—arrived on site
shortly thereafter. Caught with their pants down, the sysops had
no choice but to disconnect, grab the essential parts of the sys-
tem and bail outta there. Good thing your ol’ Lukas is a rather
competent rail-rigger, so we managed to escape the corporate
forces at the last second.

o [t's obvious that AG Chemie was behind the assault. Backed by
MSI's combat decker squads, they simulfaneously launched an
attack on the hub'’s physical and virtual locations.

o Struwwelpeter

e And you caught it alt on trid, didn‘t you?
o Skeptic

o Hold it Skep. If this Is true, Tell and his boys are lucky to still be
breathing, no matter how hard or painful. Both AGC and DeMeKo
have offered huge sums to learn the hub’s physical location for
years, but only AGC would have the cojones and the skills to pull
a stunt like this.

o Nofretete

In the wake of the attack, something major went down in
Frankfurt. Whispers spread through corporate boardrooms and
the Frankfurt underground, speaking of turmoil in the Frankfurt
Bank Association’s (FBA) upper management and a failed extrac-
tion attempt on their CEO, Monika Stiieler-Waffenschmidt. Spot-
lights have been pointed at the FBA ever since the corporation’s
previous CEO, Nachtmeister, died at the claws of Lofwyr last year.
Fulfilling the vulture-like cliché, rival corps encircled the FBA to
feast on its leftovers and hired runners in waves to find out the
real deal. To everybody’s surprise, however, the FBA stood pre-
pared and fought back tooth and nail, proving Waffenschmidt a
worthy successor.

With their Shadowland node offline, Frankfurt runners have
been stripped of their most valuable communication platform
(though other data havens are taking up the slack). The corps are
using the situation to their advantage, and so it's been open sea-
son on the local shadowrunner scene, settling scores with old
enemies, retiring long-forgotten traitors and taking down the
deniable assets of rivals while things are in chaos.

o The syndicates are also getting in on the action, collecting
favors, offering protection and selling info on certain teams to cor-
porate hunting squads If the pay is right. They're winning on both
ends, but sometimes selling your soul to the mob is the only way
to find a safe house to catch a breath or freat your wounds. The
cartels are also making cred by acting as a secure messenger
and courier services while Shadowland Frankfurt s offine.

o Frank’N’Furter

e Local runners grew so accustomed fo having the Frankfurt
haven in thelr backyard that they’ve lost the access info for
other data havens, which really aren’t much further away in
the Matrix. Most Frankfurt runners are re-connecting to the new
node In Berlin, but thelr connections aren’t stable and they
crash regularly. Switching to the Helix Is easier and more reli-
able. You might also find a lot of your colleagues hanging
around there.

e 'Tron-boy
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there unrecognizable to those who haven’t been keeping up. For the latest scan, I've
recruited local Zwutschgerl to fill us in.

® Synner

Transmitted: 02 June 2063 af 6:07:25 CET

" ustria has seen a number of changes during the last few years, rendering the shadows

by Zwutschgerl

Hoi, chummers, and welcome to the Austrian shadows. Anyone looking for wiener
schnitzel, singing children skipping through the Alps or the musical stylings of Mozart should
visit the tourism sections, because that stuff is largely just tourist fodder. For those who are
interested in running the shadows here, this is for you.

FROM RISING WYRM TO RISING SUN

When most people in the shadows think of Austria, the letters S and K immediately fol-
low. Saeder-Krupp casts a long shadow; every area of the nation’s economy comes under its
influence, from the steel industry to the management of the Austrian RTG. S-K even owns the
city of Linz in Upper Austria, acquired back when Austria was economically floundering. Daily
politics have always been in Lofwyr’s claws; no local government could work effectively
without Saeder-Krupp’s permission, making the entire nation an extraterritorial playground
just for S-K.

MEDIASIM

Even the most efficient cat, however, can’t watch all the mice all the time. One such
mouse is Hans Dechant, a shrewd businessman who quietly established a media giant called
MediaSim under the cover of Lofwyr's wings. MediaSim started during the Euro Wars from
the remnants of a publishing company Dechant bought for pennies on the nuyen. Over the
next two decades, he acquired most of the major media outlets in Austria, including 75 per-
cent of the local trid-channels, Matrix newspapers such as Krone (rated as one of the best-
selling newspapers in the world) and countless commercial databases.
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As MediaSim
rose to prominence,
various companies—
including S-K—
made a number of
offers to Dechant,

AUSTRIA AT A GLANCE

Government Type: Federal Republic
Population: 9,200,000
Human: 70%

Ef: 5% but the old man
Dworf: 10% seemed determined
Ork: 12% to hold onto his life’s
Troll: 2% work. It was sheer
Other: 1% brilliance that kept

him alive as long as it
did, or else the drag-

on had an unusual
Below Poverty Level: 19% blind spot for the

Corporate Affiliation: 30% company. Either
Education: way, everyone was
Less Than Twelve Years: 26% shocked when the
High School Equivalency: 59% unthinkable  hap-
College Degrees: 12% pened: Hans
Advanced Degrees: 3% Dechant sold his
Major Ethnic Groups: media corporation to
Austrign: 82% Mitsuhama Comput-

Per Capita Income: 28,500€
Estimated SINless: 17%

Croat; 3% er Technologies in

(zech: 3% 2058.

Serb: 3%

Torkish: 3% e | hear that Alfred

Other: 6% Krigl, the former
Major Languages Spoken: boss of Saeder-

German: 89%
Serbo-Croatian: 5% -
Turkish: 3%

Major Religions:
Roman Catholic: 53%
Protestant: 8%

Krupp'’s Austrian
division, is scrubbing
toilets in an S-K
office somewhere in
Romania. lsn’t that a

Muslim: 6% pleasant thought?
Unaffiliated /Other: 20% e Falco
None: 13%

e Any ideas why
Dechant sold? He's
always tfreated
MediaSim as his
favorite pet.

e Bruno

Currency: Euro (nuyen also accepted)
MonoMed Coverage: 70%
Guaranteed Response Time: 20 Minutes
Doc Wagon Coverage: Salzburg (city) only
Guaranteed Response Time: 5 Minutes

o The same as any other regime change: he didn’t have an
“helr” With no one he felt he could trust to continue with his
work after his death, he feared that MediaSim would be
absorbed or dismantled as soon as he died, sold off to the
highest bidder.

e Herr Sedlacek

o You say that like he was Emperor Leopold or something. |
think he Just wanted a nice nest egg for his retirement. After all,
Mitsuhama paid roughly three times what the company was

AUSTRIA TIMELINE

2000: The Austrian economy spirals downward due o a succession of bank-
ruptcies and bad central management. The federal president dissolves the parlia-
ment and hands over power to the Stahimdnner, a coundil of Austria’s three best
corporate economists that is devoted to restoring the economy.

2004: Economic and ecological disasters lead to weeklong riofs. Riots by the
homeless and unemployed in southem Vienna rage out of control for weeks. The
Stahimnner declared parts of Vienna controlled by rioters offlimits, building o
wall fo contain it. The area is known as the SGHWS (Sondergefangenenhaus
Wien Siid, or South Vienna Special Prison).

20006: The first elections after the Stahlmdnner’s rise to power are dismissed
due fo suspected irregularifies in the process. The city of Linz is leased in perpe-
tuity to the Krupp Corporation and BMW, providing the government with much
needed funds and creating one of the largest corporate complexes in the world.
February 27, 2008: With the permission of the Stahlmdnner, an eastern
portion of Vienna is split off, creating an extratenitorial business zone dubbed
Transdanubia.

2009: Austria’s two economically-strong westem states—Vorarlberg and
Tyrol—refuse to carry the nation’s economy any longer and declare indepen-
dence, tuming down requests to send taxes and revenue to the government in
Vienna. The ity of Salzburg quickly joins them. Decades of conflict follow
between the wealthy fourism-oriented west and the federal government in Vien-
na.

2011: With the advent of the Awakening, extraordinary high numbers of dwarfs
are bor in the Alps.

2016: The Stahlmnner hand over their powers to an interim government.
2029-2031: The Crash touches off a three-year civil war. Leopold Hapsburg,
o descendant of the ancient noble line, leads a traditionalist faction that ends the
conflict in a masterful coup d'etat. Leopold declares himself Emperor of Austria.
2031: Russian forces invade the Czech Republic. Leopold leads Austrian forces
to aid the Czech froops.

August 1, 2034: The Danube Union is created, consisting of Austria, the
(zech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia. Leopold Hapsburg is elected
head of stafe. The member nations sign a defense pact against future invading
forces.

December 2038: Leopold disappears without a frace after evidence surfaces
that Austrian generals had been using froops from other Union states as cannon
fodder against the invading Alliance for Allah.

2039: The Danube Union is dissolved.

2058: Mitsuhama buys MediaSim, Austria’s premier mediacorp.

2059: SGHWS security is breached in a massive act of sabotage. Vienna is
engulfed in riofs and chaos as the escapees stream info the city. Eventually, the
authorities give up on salvaging the containment areg.

2059: The ultranationalist Austrian Heritage Party becomes the strongest faction
in parliament.

2060: MCT begins a new arcology project in Vienna in the old SGHWS areq.
2062: The tourist-based economy of Tyrol and Vorariberg breaks down. The two
states surrender their claims of autonomy in exchange for economic aid.
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worth, even with the drop in subscribership for Krone in the last
couple of years.
e Wolfgang

e You redlize, of course, that Dechant’s now sitting as VP of
Media in MCT Europe? Sounds like MCT is planning to make a
serious aftempt to cramp S-K's style on Lofwyr’s home territory.
It promises to be quite a show. Where'd | put that popcorn
again?
e Falco

A QUEEN ELECTED

The political situation in Austria has also turned inside out,
going through more scenery changes than a neo-Baroque
interpretation of The Magic Flute. Since the end of the Euro
Wars and the fall of the Danube Union, politics has been one of
Karl Average’s least favorite topics, rated somewhere between
devil-rat breeding and astrophysics for enthusiasm. While this
was an unusual outlook for Europeans, it was indicative of the
removal of the common man’s influence from government,
thanks to the widespread corruption of the civil service. Elec-
tion turnouts were down, and overwhelming apathy was the
mood of the day.

o Ah, yes, the good old days. Shadowrunner heaven, it was,
where a few euros in the right hand could clear a path to any-
where. It’s foo bad the regime had to change.

o Rau

o Old hablts die hard, Gott sei Dank. Despite the overhauls in
government, | still don’t have any problems when dealing with
authorities—and if | do, it’s nothing a “*donation” can’t change.
e Bruno

o The lack of participation in the elections wasn’t just due to the
fact that nobody wanted to vote. In some parts of Carinthia,
Styria and Lower Austria, the local authorities didn’t recognize
the votes of metahumans. Of course, the independent-minded
west refused to participate in Austrian elections at all.

e Herr Sedlacek

Shortly after MCT bought MediaSim, a new political party
appeared and threw everything off kilter. A merger of the
National Front for Freedom, the Christian Social People’s Party
and some royalist policlubs gave birth to the Austrian Her-
itage Party (AHP), led by none other than Johanna Habsburg,
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the golden “common-man’s queen” and descendant of Aus-
tria’s ancient royal line. The AHP promised a complete rein-
tegration of the western states and city of Salzburg into the
Federal Republic, lower taxes and a better control of metahu-
man rights.

o Habsburg might as well have promised 350 days of bright sun-
shine a year and peace on earth. People always believe what
they want to hear.

e Falco

e The AHP is as right wing as you can get without being overtly
fascist. They place the ethnic race card perfectly and con-
stantly harp on Austria’s traditions and heritage. The “degener-
ate” Czech Republic is used as an example of the “horrors” Aus-
tria might face if it fails to maintain its “social integrity.” Claptrap.
o Antifa

e S0, who is Johanna Habsburg? Is she really long-lost Leopold’s
niece?
e Zippy

e Johanna is Leopold’s niece, that much is certain. That’s not
where she gets her power, though. She’s stayed far away from
the rest of the family, living in Bavaria throughout her youth. She
only came back to Austria to study poli-sci at the University of
Vienna, living in a small apartment in the western part of the
city. This less-than-exaited background persuaded many peo-
ple that she was one of them, despite her Habsburg name. Peo-
ple are calling her the Empress Elisabeth reborn, the "New Sissi.”
If she doesn’t do something to tank her public image, there’s no
teling how high she could climb. Austria has a historical soft
spot for beautiful women with power.

o Mortel

o Um ... | didn‘t think Leopold was married. Who's this Elisabeth?
e Zippy

o Not Leopold. Franz Joseph |, right before World War |. She was
assassinated in Switzerland in 1898 by an anarchist and is sort of
a legendary figure.

o Falco

In a providential coincidence (hah), Dechant and MCT had
been working to raise public political conscience. The fiasco
with the disintegration of the SGHWS and the riots in Vienna
(more on this later) successfully disgraced the parties in power.
MediaSim’s efforts paid off, as a wave of uncharacteristic
enthusiasm made for a record turnout at the polis and gave the
Heritage Party about 40 percent in the election of 2059. The
other parties were shocked by their immense losses and thus
botched their chance to build a united front against the AHP. In
short order, Johanna Habsburg was named the new Chancellor
of Austria.

o Of course, the parties blame each other for this failure,
meaning that everyone is at everyone else’s throat—and
everyone wants a plece of the AHR Lots of work, lots of money
and lots of bad blood. Crushing the careers of politicians has
become the favorite sport of Austrian runners in recent
months—for the right fee, of course.

o Herr Sedlacek

e Frele Menscheilt, a nationalist and racist group under former
National Front for Freedom leader Horst Barentaler, is at the top
of the spoiler list for Johanna’s party. Somehow the AHP isn't
nationalistic and xenophobic enough for this guy.

e Falco

o Look for the man standing behind and to Habsburg’s right af
the next press conference. He's the reason she’s still around
after the last assassination oﬁqmp‘r. He’s supposedly a distant
relation, some type of mage or something, but that’s actually
bodyguard #2, over on the left. Any ideas on who this guy is?

° Zippy

e My local ex-politico contacts swear it's Uncle Leo, thirty years
older and with a fair amount of reconstructive work. You don’t
think Johanna had the savvy to make it to the top on her own,
do you?

© Sissi

Comet Consequences

The “Year of the Comet” hit Austria hard, especially the west-
ern states. Just as the Alps were home to an unusual number of
dwarf births during the Awakening, they were home to an unusu-
ally high percentage of SURGE changelings and unusual magic
phenomenon as well. For johanna, it was one of the best things
that could have happened. Fears of devastating mana storms and
SURGE decimated the western tourism industry, even after it was
proven not to be a disease. Economically hammered and
wracked by riots and unrest, Vorarlberg and Tyrol humbly
returned to the new Federal Republic, begging for reunion.

This event was a major boost for the AHP, as they had
effortlessly succeeded in fulfilling an unbelievable campaign
promise. Thanks to a little help from persecuted and under-
privileged changelings, the love affair between AHP and the
common man was renewed.

e If you haven't picked up on it yet, the prevaliing feeling in Aus-
tria is that metahumans are neither to be seen nor heard. We're
valued as a good way to do all of the grunt work for the tourist
industry, but it’s common opinion that tusks and pointy ears ruin
the “authentic” feel of Austria. Surprisingly, a lot of metas toler-
ate this crap and stick around, but more and more move out of
the country every day.

e Kobold

Kickbacks
In return for the positive publicity and press coverage dur-
ing the election and after, Johanna Habsburg and the AHP
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rewarded MediaSim and MCT with a number of key public con-
tracts—including maintenance of the Austrian RTG. The AHP
also relaxed import-export tariffs and laws regarding foreign
corporations, allowing MCT solidify its hold. The mutual rela-
tionship continues today, as MediaSim recently supported a
governmental campaign that praises the advantages of both
AHP leadership and Japanese investment in Austria for the
“man on the street.”

While the propaganda runs on all trid channels, MCT has
been carefully using the situation to establish a power base in
central Europe. MCT offices and subsidiaries are popping up all
over Austria, and a number of local corps now find themselves
owned and working for serious Japanese businessmen.

Elections are coming up, however, and it remains to be
seen if MCT can keep its winnings in the long term. The AHP
will likely win without much of an effort, but some of the
smaller parties could still crash the bierfest by making the leap
into parliament.

No one is quite sure where Lofwyr has been during all this,
as it's unlike him to freely let other corps play in his backyard.
In fact, MCT wrested control of the RTG from S-K without so
much as a batted eyelid from the dragon.

e Lofwyr had bigger fish fo fry, from my understanding. Saeder-
Krupp did recently change the regional VP for the area—
again—promoting Elisha Arinhof to the post this time. Repairing
the damage is a tall order, however, and Arinhof has been a rel-
atively minor player until now. Maybe Lofwyr is tired of the fresh-
meat buffet his Austrian divisions have been supplying him with
for a few years now, and he’s going to give Arinhof free rein to
do her job.

o Herr Sedlacek

¢ You should pay better attention. Arinhof is a minor player on
the surface, but he’s gotten lots of training from S-K Prime. All
bets are now on the gold.

o Wolfgang

THE STRIZZIS’ HONOR

Austria has been an unofficial vacation playground for
Japanese tourists for decades now, but with the new invasion
launched by MCT many other japanese have followed on a
more permanent basis—not the least of which is the Yakuza.
The Viennese Yaks, led by the Kobayashi-gumi, are probably
the most influential Yakuza group in Europe outside of the
Korogai-gumi in Scandinavia.

Though the Yakuza have not had to compete with Mafia or
Vory interests in Vienna, they have faced competition from the
local gangsters known as Strizzis. Small outfits, the Strizzi have
managed to keep Vienna mostly to themselves for years now—
mostly because they are too small or entrenched for bigger
syndicates to wipe them out. Their main businesses are drug-
dealing—natural, chemical and electronic—and prostitution.

B ¢ Asfar as smuggling goes, you're talking a whole different ket-

v tle of fish. If you need special gear, go to the Albanian fares.

They’re small within Austria, but they can get anything across
the border you want, They keep the borders well greased with
euros and nuyen, making it that much easier to slip back and
forth with whatever you need.

o Buscettino

The Yakuza are hungry for a strong base in central Europe,
however, so they’re expected to descend on the Strizzis soon.
The Strizzis might have great influence in the local underworld,
but most of them lack international allies. It seems like it is only
a matter of time until the Strizzis will be forced to swear loyal-
ty to Oyabun Kobayashi or be crushed.

o The problem the Strizzis face is that they are oo unorganized.
Those with any real skill or clout end up torn apart by internal
vendettas. If they had more time, the Yaks could just wait until
the locals tear themselves apart.

o Mortel

o Keep Gunther “Handerl” Holzmann in mind. He's going to rise
again soon.
e Enemy of the State

o | always thought Handerl left the biz. He lost his hand against
the Vory last fime. Why risk the other one?
o Mortel

e Because Holzmann has more euros underneath his pillow
than he should. He’s hooked into one of the Eastern European
syndicates, though nobody’s sure which one. They don’t want
the Yakuza setting up shop in Vienna but need a local to deal
with it to keep their hands clean.

o Enemy of the State

VIENNA: BY THE BEAUTIFUL BLUE DANUBE

Ah, my home. Divided by the river Danube, Vienna is the
capital and biggest city in Austria. It’s also the only Austrian
city surrounded by an actual sprawl. Vienna is divided into sev-
eral sectors, most of which consider themselves autonomous.

NORTH AND WEST: OLD VIENNA

The biggest sector of Vienna, the old northwest, extends
from the Wienerwald (the Vienna Woods) to the Danube. This
region seems practically rural in areas and isn’t very urban-
ized. Tourists regularly visit the heurigen—small restaurants
run by local families for ages—which are also favorite meet
spots for executives and government bureaucrats. You can get
the best wine in all of central Europe here, both synth and the
real vintages from Burgenland.

o The Weinbau Familie Reischuetz is a good, reliable place to
meet a Doktor Nowaks—the local name for Mr. Johnson. The
wine is excellent, the chatter kept private and old Hans Reis-
chuetz has a soft spot for metas.

o Herr Sedlacek
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o | saw old man Dechant down at the Rote Reblaus. He was sif-
ting at a table and speaking fo a sarariman without any body-
guards around. He should really be more careful.

o Kasperl & Pezi

o Yes, Dechant likes the atmosphere of the heurigen. Makes him
feel all down-to-earth. | wouldn’t be foo sure about the body-
guards, though. At least two “staff” members and about five
*guests” around him af any time are specially trained and
equipped MCT bodyguards. That doesn’t even fouch astral
security ...

e Faico

To the west, the city becomes denser, along the older sec-
tion of town. That part is home to the Innere Stadt AG, a theme
park devoted to pre-twentieth century Vienna. This tourist trap
features restored homes, actors playing the parts of historical
figures and security that is very sensitive to the presence of
those who might stand out—in other word, anyone who isn’t
dressed like a UCAS or Japanese tourist with a bad eye for fash-
ion, palm camera included.

’

SOUTH: ESCAPE FROM LIESING

To the south of Vienna proper is the SGHWS (Sondergefan-
genenhaus Wien Siid, or South Vienna Special Prison). When the
military wasn’t capable of putting down the riots here in 2004—
after the Stahlménner let the corps rape the nation’s economy for
their own profit—they declared all inhabitants of the area to be
criminals in a blanket ruling, then walled off the area within a mat-
ter of months, holding the border with armed forces. No one was
let out of the containment area, though meager supplies were
dropped inside weekly. After a time, the authorities began com-
mitting other criminals to the SGHWS rather than actual prisons.

o It wasn’t uncommon for poiitical dissidents and critics of
Leopold’s governing style during the Danube Union days fo
“disappear”—secretly arrested and detained in the SGHWS.

e Autonome

Comprising two former districts of Vienna (Simmering and
Liesing), it is estimated that the SGHWS may have held as
many as 100,000 people. Within the walls, conditions ranged
between areas from utter chaos to gang domination to areas of
people who worked together for their mutual survival. Break-
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out attempts were common, but were usually put down with
extreme viciousness.

In 2059, however, the walls suddenly came crashing
down. For reasons that remain a mystery, magical and mun-
dane barriers in key areas failed one night, going down at mid-
night on the dot. The inhabitants rushed the walls within min-
utes, catching the border guard by surprise. In no time at all,
thousands of former prisoners streamed into the city. Fighting
resounded through the streets of Vienna for days thereafter.
The army, police and MCT units attempted to contain the situ-
ation to no avail, but not before hundreds had died.

¢ The authorities had an extremely difficult time telling the
escapees and actual local residents apart—except for the
ones who went out of their way 1o raise a ruckus. Eventually
they seftled on just squashing the hardcore criminals and
gangs—or assassinating escaped politicos who could cause
trouble—and let the run-of-the-mill detainees go free.

® Brain

e This event was a disaster for the Austrian government, paving
the way for the AHP to seize power. Convenient, eh?
o Stefan

Less than a year later, Mitsuhama Computer Technologies
bought the devastated remains of the former containment
zone and declared they would build a new business district to
rival Transdanubia. The medium-sized arcology intended to be
the centerpiece of the new Mitsuhama Geschéftsbezirk Std
(Mitsuhama Southern Business District) is only partially fin-
ished. A small part of the old SGHWS remains to the south of
the business park, filled with squatters and former inmates.
Why they were left there is unknown, but a number of people
have shown an interest in finding out.

¢ It's amazing that any of the old SGHWS residents want to stay
In the area. Most got the hell out of there and filtered back into
soclety as seamlessly as they could.

e Bruno

e Of course, those born in the SGHWS are SINless and com-
pletely off the government’s radar. Is it any wonder that some of
our best runners were bred in the SUd?

e kolibrl

¢ The reason MCT didn’t take the last part of the SGHWS area
has everything to do with an old inmate called “Der Pirat.” They
say he’s sent every MCT team that came his way running back
home as fast as they could go. He’s a tough old man, but he
has the best info on MCT in the city. If you need to go see him,
bring plenty of wine, cred and the right names.

e Die Kiapperschlange

EAST: ANARCHOS VS. CORPS
On the far eastern end of the city, past the government
district, lies Transdanubia, the extraterritorial corp zone where

most of the suit-and-tie slaves live and work. All the AAAs are
represented there, along with a few AAs and local corps who
rent office space. Hundreds of thousands of corp citizens spend
their lives there, living and working in a perfect synthetic idyll.
The entire Transdanubia sector is walled off and protected by
top-notch security (the private Danube Guards); only regis-
tered citizens and guests are allowed.

o Also in this area you’ll find the David Singer Institute for
Advanced Parapsychologist Studies. The institute has a reputa-
tion for focusing on the psychological aspects of magic, inte-
grating the work of Sigmund Freud and C.G. Jung info magical
applications. Though a lot of hermetics dismiss this sort of thing,
the institute has attracted a small but not insignificant number
of magicians who follow non-standard *psychic” traditions.

o Doktor Faust

In sharp contrast to Transdanubia’s sterile and strict atmos-
phere are the anarchist communities of Danube Island. Consid-
ered one of the most beautiful places in Vienna, the island was
originally created as a bulwark for the city against flooding.
Known as a retreat from stressful city life, artists and counter-
culture elements flocked to the island, giving it a reputation as
a hotbed of radical politics. When the SGHWS walls went
down, a number of escapees took shelter here. When authori-
ties came looking for them, anarchists and other political
activists, who had won the hearts and minds of the people who
work and live there, organized a resistance movement to keep
the police and military out. The residents went on to unofficial-
ly declare themselves independent from the Vienna city gov-
ernment, an act that has the local politicians worried.

o |f you want a great party, a place to hide after the last run
went bad, or just a peaceful place to live away from the cor-
porate shills, the island and its inhabitants can be your best
friends.
o Antifa

Danube Island isn’t open to everyone, though. If you want
to reside there, you have to work at becoming an invested
member of the community. Only residents are allowed to carry
weapons, and no one there is interested in some half-brained
street kid bringing trouble to their home. They settle incidents
themselves, rebuffing any police officials who want to come
ashore with a weapon and a smile.

e So far, the city hasn’t staged any sort of reclamation effort,
largely out of fear the anarchists will blow up parts of the island
and wreck one of the clity’s best protections from flooding. Hab-
sburg Is making sounds about reuniting the city, though, so who
knows what will happen in the future?

e Stefan

WALTZING THROUGH AUSTRIA

Outside of Vienna there are eight Bundesldnder (states) for
shadowrunners to seek trouble in. Keep in mind that the Gen-
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darmerie has law enforcement powers throughout these
states, more so than the normal police.

© Gendarmerie? Are these some kind of redneck sheriffs?
o Black Knight

© The Gendarmerle is primarlly a paramilitary force, commis-
sioned during the Euro Wars. They're equipped with military-
grade weaponry, and many of them are former MET 2000 mer-
cenaries. These are the kind of fraggers who don‘t need to call
a SWAT team for backup if they run into runners, because they’ll
have serlous hardware like assault rifies, grenades and even
rocket launchers on hand.

o kolibri

THE SOUND OF MUSIC: VORARLBERG AND TYROL

Once the richest in the nation, these two western states
were largely immune to the economic disasters of the teens
thanks to their reliance on international tourism. Overtaxed to
compensate for the poor economic health of other states, they
attempted to declare independence for a few decades, though
they failed to get any international recognition. Blessed with
rural beauty and a great sense of customer service, the two
states kept Austria’s Alp-singing image alive and well, getting
fat off the results.

e Of course, Julie Andrews didn’t exactly look elven, so metas
were generally swept out of view to “protect the cultural
image.” Facing massive raclsm, most metas in the reglon
worked under demeaning conditions or were pressured to live
in remote valleys and non-tourist areas.

© Kobold

The heavy impact of SURGE on the region and the subse-
quent rioting and fears this kindled, however, destroyed the
tourist trade. To make the matter worse, in the midst of the
comet’s second pass, a manastorm eradicated the small resort
city of Kitzbiihel and its surroundings. MediaSim was immedi-
ately on the event, hyping the wreckage in every franchise they
owned and warning that scientists couldn’t exclude the possi-
bility of further storms in the Austrian Alps area. Residents fled
the area in droves, and the stream of tourists dried up into a
trickle, crippling the economy of the tourist states. In late 2062,
Vorarlberg and Tyrol petitioned Vienna for financial help and to
rejoin the Republic of Austria.

© And this is a prime example of the level to which MediaSim
(thus MCT) and the Heritage Party back each other up. The
manastorm of ‘62 was a unique event, unlike anything that had
been seen before (or since). There’s no reason to believe it
would be a recuring event in the slightest. Once the propa-
ganda machine got going, though. there was no turning back

for the eastern Alps. Once people got frightened, they stayed
that way.
© Herr Sedlacek

© My, what a little fool you are. Those storms are just the begin-
ning. If tourists wish to travel the areaq, so be it, but the manas-
phere is restless, even angry. Not everything on the news is pro-
paganda.

o Khaterina

o But if it doesn’t serve a purpose, it doesn’t air. Guess that’s why
you missed the University of Vienna’s Thaumaturgy Depart-
ment’s report on the ‘62 manastorm, giving the area an all
clear and pointing out the wealth of telesma in the area since
the storm. Now who's the little fool?

o Herr Sedlacek

THE CITY OF SALZBURG

Salzburg is the postcard-perfect old capital of the state
with the same name. It declared independence at the same
time Tyrol and Vorarlberg did, but unlike those two states it still
holds onto its autonomy. This has been largely overlooked in
the media with the return of the two larger states, but you can
be sure that Habsburg has her eye on it.

If you come into Salzburg—and 1 use “if” intentionally—
you'll see a city styled perfectly for the European high-society.
It's a station on the aristocratic Grand Tour party parade and has
been for centuries. All high-ranking European corp executives
who have a shred of ambition plan for holidays in Salzburg, as
it remains an absolute must to see and be seen there. The typ-
ical Salzburg corporate tourist is wearing a suit that costs more
than you've probably earned in the past year. Still, don’t expect
an extraction from Salzburg to be easy. Security specialists are
in high demand there and can more or less name their price.

e The authorities claim that the local police—Salzburg Securi-
ty—can arrive at any given point in the city in one minute or
less. This is, of course, highly exaggerated, especially since the
first team on the scene is unllkely to be a full strike force, but it
indicates how seriously they take rapid response to shadowrun-
ners. Typically, the police can and will throw out anyone who
looks like he could maybe know someone who might be inter-
ested in criminal activities—or, to be precise, anyone who might
be a shadowrunner, metahuman or less than incredibly
wealthy. Stock up on attitude, cred and high soclety rep before
you go, or you won’t get far.

o Herr Sedlacek

THE NORTH: SALZBURG AND UPPER AUSTRIA

The state of Salzburg stands between the old capital and
the federal republic. Although officially part of the republic,
many local towns and cities tend to follow the semi-indepen-
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dent city of Salzburg’s lead. Most of them are skiing resorts for
the tourists from Salzburg, such as the Obertauern region.

The Saeder-Krupp town of Linz is also here. The majority
of Austria’s industrial strength is situated there, and all of it
belongs to our Lofwyr, in whole or part. S-K also runs most
public services for the city. The Industrielle Unionspartei, the
governing party in Linz and Upper Austria, is aligned to the
corporation as well.

o A lot of SK ladder climbers serve time in Linz learning the
ropes of running a city before they advance to the level of run-
ning the world.

e Matrix Poldi

e True, but it’s actually not a bad place if you can stomach the
atmosphere. A lot of the $-K offices are here are actudlly less
well guarded than they might be elsewhere in the world—secu-
rity’s gotten a little lax and comfortable. The information you
can score is all the richer for it.

¢ Goldschmied

e And if that were true, why would you post it here and louse it
up? I’'m betting that S-K has some new security toys that want
to “field test” on live runners.

e Falco

AFTER THE BIG BANG: CARINTHIA AND STYRIA

Carinthia was Austria’s southern front when the Alliance
for Allah invaded during the Euro Wars. Even today, the scars
left from the intensive warfare haven’t healed. The military and
Gendarmerie still cordon off some areas because of toxins that
leaked into the groundwater and soil from destroyed industri-
al complexes. Almost thirty years later, most of these sites have
been cleaned up and restored, though a few corps like AG
Chemie are dragging their feet. Land mines and old debris are
also a problem for the local population, not to mention a lin-
gering astral background count.

¢ And some of the toxic areas have resisted cleanup efforts or
actually even gotten worse and encroached onto neighboring
areas. Some investigators think there are active toxic forces at
work, slowly expanding the blight.

¢ Ecotope

e Some corps pay good cred for plants and animals from the
toxic zones. The problem, of course, is getting in and out while
surviving the pollution’s effects. Good guides are not easy to
find and neither is appropriate gear.

o Ein echter Kérntner

Styria also has not fully recovered from the Euro Wars.
MET 2000 still occupies the capital, Graz, with one of its

biggest garrisons in Europe. The mercenaries use top-of-the-
line equipment and are likely to shoot first, so be careful when
doing any biz down there.

WOODLAND QUIET: LOWER AUSTRIA AND BURGENLAND

Lower Austria is the country’s biggest state. The Habsburg
family owns wide swathes of the Waldviertel, a huge woodland
region, and many of them have estates there. Sometimes the
nobles have conflicts with groups of neo-druids who perform
their rituals on the old Celtic places of power, meaning that
there are high-paying security gigs on both sides of the equa-
tion. Be careful, though—the Habsburgs’ guards have no
qualms about shooting first or harming innocents; with the
Habsburgs behind them, they are effectively above the law,
and they know it.

The capital of Lower Austria, St. Pélten, is the home base
of the Orden der Reinheit, an archconservative private orga-
nization. Based more out of Protestant legend than religious
doctrine, the order believes in combating corruption, graft
and other signs of Satan’s presence in the world with a host
of social programs. The order is popular among Austrian
squatters because it supports social welfare organizations and
gives them someone to blame for their problems: primarily
the corps, nobility and the Catholic Church——not necessarily
in that order.

e The leader of the Orden, Fritz Wier, is rumored to be Leopold’s
ilegitimate brother. None of the Habsburgs would claim him,
and he grew up outside the Waldviertel. Less than kind mem-
bers of the nobillity joked that they had to keep him away from
boar hunts, Just In case someone saw his ork tusks and mistook
him for the boar. It's small wonder he hates them all so.

e Falco

Lower Austria’s neighbor state, Burgenland, is actually a
friendly place with almost no overriding conflicts going on,
aside from a penchant for taking nuyen from tourists at bargain
prices. Long recognized as the “poor-man’s Salzburg,” Hun-
garian and Bohemian influences here are strong and the bor-
ders are friendly. In the shadows, Burgeniand has an excellent
reputation as the place to go when it’s time to take a lower
profile. The wine is excellent and the Gendarmerie are lazy, a
match made in shadowrunner heaven. The Albanian fares have
recognized this, and handle their main businesses—smuggling
BTLs, weapons and people—through Burgenland.

o Watch out in the region around the Neusiedler See. From time
to time, the Albanians are found lurking around the lake’s reed
belt. If someone looks to make trouble in the areq, the Albani-
ans deal with it before the Gendarmerie are roused from their
beds, typically solving any problem they encounter with flying
lead.

o kolibri
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LLGCHREPUBLI

friends bring us some background on the Czech Republic. I'm particularly grateful to

Jane-in-the-Box for getting Milo Czerda to provide us with an introduction and a
glimpse of his own unique view on the country. For those who don’t know him, Milo is an
acclaimed poet and writer, a member of the Draco Foundation board and a centaur.
® Synner

Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 6:12:14 CET

HEART/SOUL OF A NATION
by Milo Czerda

The home of my heart and soul is not the wild wooded slopes of Mt. Igman, where I
learned to love all things living. It is not the valley of my brethren, where | was free to roam
in body and spirit. It is not the lowlands that saw my birth, and awakened me to the world
of men. It is none of these. My heart’s home is the place where I realized my dreams. It is
where a people inspired my spirit, where I walked freely through the streets of men and
sat at their side in class, and where | learned what it truly meant to hope for tomorrow. It
is the place where I met the Great Dreamer Dunkelzahn and was allowed to glimpse his
vision; the place you know as the Czech Republic.

I left my people to learn new ways. To tread new soil under one’s hooves one must
make sacrifices. To me it was a false sacrifice, relinquishing my calling as bard to my peo-
ple for the call of the world beyond. I longed to experience the wider world. Human friends
spoke of lands to the north, of how they accepted the different and had provided a refuge
to metahumanity during troubled times. | set out for this land that in my mind’s eye held
such promise.

" s fits the style of the country, we have the good fortune of having several different

PAST TENSE

I arrived in Prague after the collapse of the Danube Union, during times of change in
the Republic. | encountered surprise and even shock, but not the suspicion and dark stares
I had seen on my visits to Lucavac and Tuzla. | enrolled at the university and attended lan-
guage classes, marveling at the people’s acceptance and genuine fascination with other

Ba
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CZECH REPUBLIC AT A GLANCE

Government Type: Parliamentary Republic
Population: 11,355,000
Human: 59%
Eif: 9%
Dwarf: 10%
Ork: 13%
Troll: 5%
Other: 4%
Per Capita Income: 28,500€
Estimated SINless: 10%
Below Poverty Level: 32%
Corporate Affiliation: 26%
Education:
Less Than Twelve Years: 7%
High School Equivalency: 38%
College Degrees: 40%
Advanced Degrees: 15%
MAJOR ETHNIC GROUPS:
(zech: 75%
Moravian: 14%
Slovak: 5%
Other: 6%
Major Languages Spoken:
(zech: 86%
Slovaki: 55%
German: 11%
English: 6%
Russian: 6%
MAJOR RELIGIONS:
Roman Catholic: 23%
Wiccan/Neo-Pagan: 8%
Protestant: 5%
Uncffiliated /Other: 15%
None: 49%
Currency: Euro (nuyen also accepted)
Euro Medis Coverage: 100%
Guaranteed Response Time: 10 minutes
(Prague) /30 minutes (other)

cultures. Among
the first things I
chose to learn
was their recent
history. I would
understand how
such a society
came to be.

I read about
the Border Wars,
the refugees from
the East, the diffi-
cult times, the
first and second
plagues. | talked
to men who had
witnessed the
mob rising up
against the
Catholic Church’s
denouncement of
newborn metahu-
manity and zeal-
ous fears of the
Awakening.
Indignation
turned to anger
and later shame
when Catholic
priests supporting
the Pope were
thrown out of the
stained glass win-
dows of St. Niklas
Church, an event
known as the
Third Prague
Defenestration. 1
read further how
the Imago Dei
Encyclical
soothed the
wounds of the
past, but faith was
never truly
restored.

I marveled at
the tales of the

Wars, at humans’ capacity for wanton destruction and disregard
for life. | cringed at the Republic’s fall to the onslaught from the
east; | breathed again as centennial alliances were reborn and a
government in exile founded the Danube Union to fight off the
enemy. The people’s unbroken spirit inspired me, the way they
persevered in the midst of so-inhuman madness.

I saw with new eyes how faith and misunderstanding
created the Second Ottoman Jihad. Honor-bound alliances
drew the Czechs back to war; indebted, they fought and died

.

on other soils. [ recalled how my own people had hid and fled
north through the war-blasted plains of Hungary. We were
not alone: gypsies, Christians and Slavs were persecuted or
slaughtered. Many found refuge in the Republic.

e The Republic has the largest gypsy population in Europe. it is
a minorities-are-us gift bag and that’s the way we like it. We've
got Jews and Muslims living in downtown Prague, druids and
neo-pagans running around the countryside, and | won't
even begin to list the origins of the foreign students that come
to the university.

e Reality Czech

The tides of war changed, allies came to the Republic’s aid
and the fanatics lost their cause. The Danube Union's great
promise transformed into Leopold von Hapsburg’s grab for dic-
tatorship while good men died on battlefields to preserve their
way of life. When the soldiers finally came home, the Czechs
challenged the self-appointed Hapsburg ruler and cailed for
secession from the union. Soon the Republic was free again.

The Czech Republic’s history is a great tale even by my
people’s standards. It inspired me to forsake my studies for a
little while and put my thoughts to words that humans could
understand. | dedicated my first book to the country and the
people where I had found my place.

PRESENT TENSE

Do not think | am naive. The Czech are not without faults.
[ saw many disturbing things during my time in Prague. Mere
weeks after my arrival, the Night of Rage descended upon us
like elsewhere in Europe. Rage and loss boiled over not
against metahumanity, but against fellow humans: the Mus-
lim ethnic and religious groups.

Nonetheless, in all my travels since | have met few other
people so open-minded and accepting of the Awakening'’s
transformations. The Czechs have their own special way of
looking at things. As a people, they rarely blindly follow cor-
porate or political ideals, religious creeds or racial prejudices,
instead remaining resolutely open-minded and questioning
everything in the spirit of learning. I vividly recall when the
Republic ratified citizenship for non-human species: May 25,
2049. This day celebrates the country’s love of diversity and
remains a national holiday. It is also the day | met the Teacher
and the Dreamer, Schwartzkopf and Dunkelzahn, who were
both present at the festivities held at the University of Prague.

They sought me out. They had read my book and praised
both its words and its spirit. My writings were an expression
of what | saw about me: the concepts birthed in the halls of
academia; the casual acceptance of differences; the govern-
ment’s support of educational programs to teach new tech-
nologies and magic; and the treasure chest of cross-cultural
learning that is the University of Prague. The Dreamer spoke
to me of his own hopes and how this land mirrored them.

o Okay, now he’s losing it. And people wonder why | prefer
sims over e-books.
e Code Kid
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e You have to have lived it to understand. | got my Th.D. in
Prague. My memories of those years will never fade.
e Magister

Regrettably, things have changed since I left to honor the
Dreamer’s legacy. On my regular visits, | have seen the slow
but relentless erosion of the dream. The Republic’s unique-
ness has drawn attention, perhaps before it could mature
enough. The generations raised after the wars and the suffer-
ing have not fully grasped the legacy they have been given;
it's troubling to find more understanding in foreign students
than native-born.

Blame prosperity and stability. Blame foreign interests
and meddling. Blame the powers-that-be in the Sixth World.
But should we blame those powers for wishing to tap the
potential? It is only their nature, as it should be ours to
uphold the essence of what was built. The true danger to the
Republic comes from within, not without. The government,
the old ones and many of the minorities understand this,
while a growing number of the young seem disenchanted
and unmoved. They value the vestments of power and wealth
over the simple truths their fathers cherished ... and in doing
so quell the flame that was.

e Milo’s got a point. Even though the Czech aren’t an easy
nut to crack, the corporations have sunk their claws into a
young—and more importantly, unprepared—range of con-
sumers and workers. We're seelng classic postindustrial gentri-
fication, with many of the mores of corporate life seeping into
the general population.

e Socio Pat

For my part, I believe I am doing my best to protect that
heritage. The Dreamer assured | would be in a position to
support and fund those forces that guarantee the Republic
and its way of life survive: the colleges, the government and
even the grass-roots student and nationalist policlubs that call
for a return to the Czech ideal.

¢ Nice to know the Draco Foundation has a political agenda
outside the UCAS. Wonder what it thinks of the NEEC if Lofwyr
really is behind it.

® €spion

A WALK THROUGH THE COUNTRY
by Reality Czech

Until recently, the provinces of Bohemia and Moravia
were the Czech Republic. Then earlier this year, the Marien-
bad Protectorate suddenly announced its secession from the
Allied German States and applied to join the Czech Republic.
Whether it was an honest break with the troubled AGS or a
carefully orchestrated move remains to be seen.

BOHEMIA

Bohemia brought much of its ancestral atmosphere into
the Sixth World, which survived many wars fought on Czech
soil. The Republic’s capital, Prague, and smaller towns like

CZECH TIMELINE

2005: Border Wars rage in Eastern Europe, flooding the Republic with
refugees.

2012: When Pope John Paul IV denounces metahumanity, Czech Catholics
rise up against the Vatican’s bigofry.

2021: Goblinization is greeted with good will and support from the population.
2030: Russian invasion. Defense treaties with Hungary and Austria lay the
groundwork for the Danube Union. The Czech Republic and Poland become
battlegrounds, with Euro forces battling the Red Army.

2033: Austrian forces led by Gen. Leopold von Hapsburg help the Czech Motor
ized Divisions break Russian lines south of Prague just before the armisfice.
2033: The Czech government joins the Danube Union when the Alliance for
Allah onslaught begins with the fall of Greece.

2035: The Second Ottoman Jihad never reaches the Republic, but Czech
legions on the frontlines throughout the war suffer heavy casualfies.

2036: The Danube Union begins to collapse; Czechs dlaim the Austrians and
Hungarians sacrificed (zech troops as cannon fodder.

2039: The Night of Rage results in very little racial violence. Instead, Islam-
ic ethnic and religious groups bear the brunt,

2040: Danube Union ceases fo exist. The (zech Republic provides the popu-
|ation with education on new technologies and magic. Colleges of the Univer-
sity of Prague are acclaimed for their innovative, crossradition approach to
magical research.

2042: The Republic allows limited citizenship to some non-metahuman
species and even free spirits.

2043: Prof. Marius Kochik of the University of Prague proposes the Unified
Magical Theory.

2045: United Nations Peace Conference held in Prague. The New UN Char-
ter s signed afterwards.

2061: SURGE greeted with uncommon openness and civic-mindedness.
2062: Shedim plague Prague and other locations throughout the country.

Kutna Hora have aill withstood the takeover of skyscrapers
and monorail tracks that characterize other modern sprawls.
Make no mistake, though, Bohemian shadows are as deadly
as Lisbon’s back alleys or Tricity’s docklands.

o Too true. Interfering with Vory-run biz or running a smuggler’s
route will get you in trouble just like anywhere else. So will refus-
ing to pay the gypsies’ tolls for fraversing their lands. Lately,
however, turf lines have begun to blur. Backed by the Red
Vory, well-equipped smugglers have started stepping on the
gypsy bands’ toes and the Cherkezov syndicates’ smuggling
routes into Slovakia and Poland.

o Battle Pole

Nevertheless, Bohemia’s architectural treasures and his-
toric monuments are the bread and butter of the province’s
prosperous tourist industry. Particularly popular are the
“haunted” chateaus of Karlstejn and Krivoklat, near Prague.
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Daytrips to the many medieval keeps and castles throughout
the province often include visits to a nearby gypsy camp.

e The chateaus are beautiful, but they’re as haunted as my
left shoe. Making them sound haunted draws the tourists. If
you want real hauntings, check out Theresienstadt. Better
known as Terezin, It's a former World War Il concentration
camp. It's said that wralths and other apparitions feed off the
negatively charged background count there,

o Geist

Bohemia’s black markets are flush with the efforts of
Marienbad smugglers that are trying their best to meet the
demands for drugs, tech and weaponry. Protection and insur-
ance rackets are also common. Outside the towns, various gypsy
tribes claim as theirs any land that small farmers don’t own.

o Tourist trips are the perfect cover for doing biz with the gyp-
sies. Need intel on the Czech scene? Need to restock your
arcane arsenal? Looking for a safe route through the region?
Talk to the gypsies.

o Walks-the-Wyid

.

oDeal with the gypsies and you deal with their “Protector” as
Schwartzkopf Is viewed. The saying should go: Never deal with
a dragon—or his minions. The gypsies provide Schwartzkopf
with eyes and ears throughout the country.

e Carabas

The corporate presence in Bohemia is scarce and limited
to major cities, foremost Prague, Plzen and Ceské Budéjovice.
Trade with neighboring Poland proved profitable for both
countries in the past, but the civil war in Poland has put a
damper on official commerce recently. The dragon Calozerca’s
involvement in the Polish conflict also fuels doubts in many
Bohemians’ minds about Schwartzkopf's true motivations and
plans, considering Marienbad’s change of allegiance and the
dragon’s influence over the Czech parliament.

MORAVIA

Separated from Bohemia by the Bohemian-Moravian
Highlands, the country’s southeastern province shares little
with its postcard-perfect neighbor. Heavy industry and corpo-
rate economics have replaced much of the province's lush
green landscapes with post-modern skyscrapers and industri-
al centers. Like its sister province, the surrounding countryside

7
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serves as another economic pillar, but in Moravia large scale
mining operations and heavy industrial facilities have replaced
the medieval atmosphere. The Moravsky Kras (Karst) region,
a mountain range north of Brno containing a number of small
caves, is an exception and the province’s only tourist attrac-
tion. The southern hinterlands near the Slovakian border serve

as testing grounds for new weapon technology.

Brno

Moravia’s provincial capital has an outright mundane feel
to it and is the pillar of the Czech economy. It was in Brno
that Gregor Mendel—the genetics pioneer who discovered
the laws of dominance, segregation and hereditary factors—
conducted his studies, the foundation of gengineering tech-
nology. The Mendel Memorial Center for Awakened Genetic
Research (MMC), funded by Universal Omnitech in the late
'50’s, continues his studies. Here, top-notch scientists work
together with many of Brno’s magically gifted population,
concentrating on decoding Awakened fauna DNA.

e UO’s research isn’t limited to Czech wildlife. There are plen-
ty of opportunities from Yakut to Amazonia to harvest research
material, Guys like me are regulars at the MMCs complex.

e Big Game Hunter

o | heard UO is sponsoring unofficial inquirles into
Schwartzkopf’'s Marienbad lalr, since the dragon is rumored to
keep a whole menagerie of paranormal entities locked away
for study.

¢ No_name_hero

After UO’s operations proved to be more than just pres-
tige and PR stunts, other corporations followed suit. To date,
Ares, MCT and in particular S-K have significant presences in
Brno, using the city to expand into neighboring Poland and
farther east. The corporate lifestyle has also affected the pop-
ulation; economic competition and corporate rivalry have
become personal. To them, the rivalry doesn’t stop with a
shift's end. Local gangs and labor union-like policlubs show
growing affiliation, and brawls between employees of com-
peting corps break out in the pubs on a regular basis.

¢ The old battlefields have changed. As armed conflicts have
given way to black ops, many Czech mercs have relocated
from Moravia to Poland and Lisbon.

¢ Tovaritsch

MARIENBAD COUNCIL

Conflict-riddled Marienbad applied to join the Republic
just recently and only Schwartzkopf knows the true reasons
behind the move. Formerly a melting pot of numerous bar-
onies and self-proclaimed warlords, the dragon claimed the
province as his protectorate after successfully opposing various
Eurocorps’ aggressive exploitation attempts during the
Orichalcum Rush of late "61. Early this year, Council spokesper-
sons announced the secession of Marienbad from the AGS and
its simultaneous request to join the Czech Republic.

e Under the freshly signed tfreaty, the protectorate is now an
autonomous province of the Republic. Czech taxes apply and
Marienbad’s provincial council is subordinate fo Prague’s
authority. On the other hand, the province was granted limit-
ed autonomy in terms of applicable jurisdiction and legisla-
tion “to preserve Marienbad’s cultural individuality.”

e Kingdom Scum

o Prague’s authority? There’s only one authority in Prague
worth mentioning. Schwartzkopf's influence reaches as far up
as the prime minister himself, Lukas Nizcyk. Why he’d be willing
to lose his foothold in the AGS and put all his eggs in the same
basket, | fall to understand.

o Dragonslayer

The ethnic minorities inhabiting the small province’s cap-
ital, Marianske Lazne (Marienbad), fit well with the Czech
Republic’s own multicultural population, but that’s as far as
similarities go. Before Schwartzkopf took over Marienbad’s
reins, violent clashes between the region’s numerous war-
lords and self-crowned nobles were common. While he unit-
ed the different factions under his banner, old wounds are re-
opening now that the dragon’s focus is elsewhere.

e The “limited autonomy” mentioned above means just that.
To get thelr support in joining the Republic, Schwartzkopf had
to placate the warlords and barons somehow. He now turns a
blind eye on their smuggling operations and drug trade.

e Persephone

A number of gypsy tribes act as the dragon’s unofficial
peacekeepers, claiming “untouchable” status due to his pro-
tection. Neighboring Germany still views Marienbad as a
breeding ground for criminals and smugglers threatening the
peace of both Bavaria and Franconia. The border with Bavaria
is heavily guarded; firefights between border patrols and bor-
der-crossing criminals are occasionally reported. Council-
employed mercs provide the province with armed forces. It's
anyone'’s guess when some trigger-happy grunt might start a
real fight.

e Bavaria’s interests aren’t limited to keeping their border
secure. They’ve got a network of agents in Marienbad, trying
to figure out Schwartzkopf’s next move. Corporate agents are
also looking to dig up more about Schwartzkopf’s plans; many
Eurocorps see him as a loose cannon. Marienbad Is a powder
keg just waiting for someone fo light the fuse.

o Walks-the-Wyld

THE AWAKENED REPUBLIC
by Reality Czech

While the Czech people looked at the Awakening with
open eyes and minds, with the comet’s passing they learned
that not all magic is just another aspect of individuality. Some
of it can kill you.
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THE KUTNA HORA OSSUARY

On the outskirts of Kutna Hora, a town seventy kilome-
ters east of Prague, lies the Bone Church of Sedlec. It's a
medieval cathedral that an ambitious woodcarver turned into
an edifice of bone in the late nineteenth century. The bones
of over 40,000 people are imbedded in the cathedral’s inte-
rior, including a massive bone chandelier. During the comet’s
second pass in '62, the cathedral “flared” and strange phe-
nomena within the ossuary were reported to the authorities.
Both the Vatican and Prague University immediately mobi-
lized specialists to investigate. Since then, no results or sta-
tus reports whatsoever have been released.

o | overheard a couple of professors talking over drinks af The
Drum near the University. They were on about how the ossuary
might work as a lodestone for certain types of spirit. My guess is
if the Vatican Is letting Prague get involved, it's gotta be serious.
e Innocent il

e | gimpsed some tfop-secret reports outbound for Rome.
Apparently the investigating Sylvestrines discovered a truly
unique aspect to the ossuary: they learned that the skeletal
remains somehow imprison shedim. The reported phenomena
were psychokinetic side effects of a pair of these abomina-
tions accidentally getting frapped within the bones.The same
reports mentioned a powerful spiritual “presence” in the
cathedral that required further investigation.

o Heretic

THE KARST CAVES

North of Brno lies the Moravsky Kras (Karst) mountain
range, which contains many natural caves. Known as the
Moravian tourist hotspot, the region has lost much of its
clientele recently. First a local tour guide vanished, but it took
a group of tourists going missing in some well-charted caves
for the authorities to take events seriously. The locals speak
of the living rock of Karst, claiming the stone itself swallowed
up the poor souls. Even the gypsy tribes give the area wide
berth, citing bad omens and visions.

After a local UO investigative team disappeared on-site,
Brno authorities asked Prague for help. Prague University
replied that the Kutna Hora situation took precedence and
required their researchers’ full attention. Brno would have to
wait. The reply has led the most paranoid to think
Schwartzkopf doesn’t want anyone meddling with the
Moravsky Kras caves.

e Living rock? Bulldrek! The caves are just some smuggler or
arms-dealer’s hidey-hole. Nosey tourists walked right into a
stash and were taken care of.

o Tovaritsch

o That still doesn’t explain what happened to that UO team.
e Kafka 2.0

td

PRAGUE: THE GOLDEN CITY

by Persephone

When Synner approached me to introduce you foreign-
ers to my home turf, the streets of Prague, | initially brushed
him off. I'm a street witch, not a bloody guide. I've done a lot
of low jobs in my past, but tour guide was definitely not on
the list—at least, not until this vydéra¢ started talking busi-
ness and called in a favor from an old friend.

e You're welcome, my dear.
o Synner

I'll spare you the sightseeing staples Joe Tourist gets and
cut instead to the real lay of the city. Compared to other
European cities, Prague is a distinctly different melting pot.
Sure, metroplexes like Paris, London or the North Rhine-Ruhr
area have their diversity and a wealth of ethnic groups and
cultures, but in reality those different currents merely co-
exist. Truth is, many modern western cities are patchwork
quilts of foreign influences, keeping to themselves rather than
mingling and cross-pollinating with other groups. Prague,
however, is something unique. Its only division is the Vltava
River, which traverses the city from north to south. Our open-
minded philosophy makes the Golden City a true symbiosis of
cultures, races and beliefs unlike anything you're likely to find
elsewhere. Being metahuman, for instance, has never been a
problem here. This is a land where shapeshifters and cen-
taurs, like our friend Milo, are equal citizens.

e Shapeshifters? She must be kidding! We're talking animals,
here. No matter what they look like, they’re not humant
e Hugh Mann

o And some humans act no better than animals, though they
are human. Tell me, norm, where do you draw the line?
e Masque

o Is it Just me, or do the Czechs, Persephone in particular, seem
more than a littie ... | don’t know ... snobbish about their
*open-minded” philosophy? From an objective standpoint, all
this acceptance is a good thing. The constant reminders
about it, though, get a little grating.

o Miss Tick

o They do tend sometimes toward an “us vs. them” outlook in
that regard, but they're otherwise understandably proud.
o Red Wraith

The same guiding principle holds true for the refugees
who brought their beliefs and cultures with them. The archi-
tecture throughout Prague—ancient Gothic buildings amalga-
mated with modern architectural styles—is a similar cultural
mix. Even in the fields of academics and thaumaturgy, the
lines have begun to blur—take the Unified Magical Theory for
example. Like Prague itself, greater than the sum of its parts.
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A PLACE OF MAGIC

You may have heard of the Univerzita Karlova (Charles Uni-
versity), Prague’s most renowned institution for the study of the
arcane arts. If you want to learn magic by sticking your nose in
volumes of arcane theory, or sitting in boring lectures about jun-
gian invocation and artificing, this is not the place to go. The
mages of Prague are not the typical stiff-as-a poker hermetics
you'll find at other European universities. Karlova fosters a more
bohemian approach to magic. Since the addition of arcane stud-
ies to the university’s curriculum in 2022, the school has
become a meeting place for a plethora of different traditions
and one of the most prestigious colleges in the world.

¢ Of course, having a great dragon on the faculty does have
acertain draw ...
¢ BethSheba

The university’s departments are scattered across the
city; the celebrated “School of the Arcane” lies near the east-
ern bank of the Vitava next to Charles Bridge in the Old Town.
The various arcane departments occupy different buildings

that at first look antique, but often have quite modern interi-
ors with state-of-the-art thaumaturgical facilities. The most
prominent building is the Clementinum, an old monastery. It
contains the school’s largest lecture halls, big enough for Pro-
fessor Schwartzkopf in his true form.

Other institutions also have offices here, like the DIMR
and the German Dr. Faustus Society from Heidelberg (keep-
ing an eye on its major competitor). These mostly collaborate
with local research groups, study circles and leagues, which
they fund in exchange for sharing research.

The campus itself has been in uproar since a spirit
assailant killed Halina Kryszka, a young Russian student
recently admitted to the university. The spirit assassin made
a bold strike in broad daylight, engulfing and asphyxiating
the student in front of dozens of others. An inquiry into the
matter turned up evidence that Kryszka'’s identity documents
were in fact forged, and rumors circulated that she was
admitted with a personal recommendation from
Schwartzkopf. The dragon himself has not commented on the
matter, though he has remained detached from public uni-
versity affairs since the incident.
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e There's also evidence that a spelisinger or two was involved
in the assault, from the astral signatures left at the scene. And
there’s indication that some of the witnesses saw something
more during the struggle, but their accounts have been sup-
pressed.

o Shuvihani

e | was on an unrelated job recently, digging into some Draco
Foundation affairs, when | came across this little item. Make of
it what you will.

e Dracobyte

//BEGIN FILE ATTACHMENT//
From: Dr. Goran Pieczka

To: Vice-Chairperson Aina Dupree
Date: 25 May 2063

Re: Surveillance report

As requested, we have allocated top priority to monitor-
ing S’s activities during the past few months to obtain more
insight into his motivations. | am afraid to report that despite
our efforts, they remain unclear.

While my official request to visit his new underground
lair below the Clementinum was rejected, I was able to pen-
etrate at least some of the dragon’s security using the means
you specified in your previous dispatch. As advanced in ear-
lier reports, S has a distinctive fancy for anything magical,
especially books and folios, relics and artifacts. He acquires
these through select acolytes: a decker named Veda, who is
associated with MagickNet, and “The Travelers,” a study cir-
cle of skilled magicians (many former students) who are his
eyes and ears in magical society. From what | have seen, |
doubt that this lair was made recently. The construction work
was nothing but a camouflage for the public. In truth, the
workers opened the way to a pre-existing lair of natural ori-
gin a couple of hundred meters under the city. Unfortunate-
ly, his golem guardians detected my presence before I could
gather more intelligence.

S’s personal activity has increased following the death of
Halina Kryska last month. From the information gathered, we
are fairly certain now that Kryska was in fact a drake. S
vouched for her after a long debate on the university board
as to whether or not she should be allowed to enroll under
the specification that she keep her true nature secret. Who-
ever sent the spirit knew Kryska was a drake and wanted to
send a clear message. [ was further informed that there was
a rumble from S’s lair shortly after he was informed of his
protégé’s murder.

S left Prague two days after the murder. Thanks to infor-
mation gathered from other agents in our network, we are
now certain that he sought out direct meetings with at least
two other great dragons: namely L and G. What they dis-

L4

cussed was beyond our means to ascertain. Since his return,
reports indicate that S has been in a volatile mood, often
showing signs of impatience and ill temper.

With your approval, I will continue my observations.
//END FILE//

o Aina Dupree’s keeping tabs on Schwartzy, eh? | wonder
what for. It also goes to show that not all the Draco Founda-
fion board members are chummy, or she could have just
asked Milo to write a report in iambic pentameter.

o Digitalis

e | don’t see who'd have an interest in kiling a drake. There are
no known anti-meta extremists around, and if her nature was
known she‘d probably have been the toast of the campus.

o Acolytell

e On the other hand, it may have-been a very sly prod to lure
a player info returning to a game that he’s refused to play for
a very long time.

o Grelf

e It’s an open secret that some of the dragon’s former stu-
dents act as his Johnsons, hiring shadowrunners to steal arti-
facts and other arcane items. Typical targets are Apep Con-
sortium digs, Atlantean Foundation offices and even the DIMR.
o Kafka 2.0

o Given the association between the Draco Foundation and
the DIMR, it could be that Ms. Dupree’s having Schwarfzkopf
watched because of any number of the items he’s filched. Just
imagine what an imp could do with a dragon, for example.

e BethSheba

MARKETS FOR THE ARCANE

If you are interested in the trade of thaumaturgical
goods, Josefov, the city’s old Jewish district just north of the
university campus, is the place to go. They've got the best
talismonger shops in town, getting supplies not only from
Marienbad but all over Europe and sometimes even farther a
field. The market for arcane compounds is even better than
telesma: Deepweed, sage, altyerre, you name it, availability
is not the problem.

Currently, there’s an ongoing struggle over control of the
underground magical supply trade between the Doanescu
family of the Rom, who cornered the market for decades
under command of old Jelena Doanescu, and their challengers
known as the Nezigin, a local syndicate originating among
the Jewish population.
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e Nezigin means “"damages” in Hebrew and is a seder (sec-
tion) of the Mishna-Talmud deaiing with tax laws and other
financial laws. The Nezigin began in the loansharking business,
displacing the Vory after the Russian invasion and staying in
that niche for years. But a newly won alliance with the city’s
qabbalists may mean they're ready to diversify.

® Torah

e The Doanescus struck a deal with Cherkezov’s organizatsi
years ago, using the Vory’s routes for their goods in exchange
for the family’s magical support for Cherkezov operations.
Since the Nezigin appeared on the scene, the qabbalists
have taken any opportunity to drive a wedge between the
two parties.

e Anubis

The Doanescus have contacts across Europe—they also
deal in rarer artifacts and tomes they manage to slip out of
Eastern Europe—but they are losing ground, especially since
the dead rose from the star? ?idovsk? hgbitov (old Jewish
Cemetery) at the heart of Josefov last December. Qabbalists,
Wiccans, street witches and enchanters—but not Doanescu
gypsies—took to the streets to banish the undead. We might
not have made it, however, if someone hadn’t sent a golem
to aid us. When the golem charged the shedim, it drew them
like bees to honey and we finally got the upper hand. The
gabbalists were able to seal the graveyard under a powerful
magical barrier, containing the shedim within. Though the
shedim still escaped, the golem remained, standing guard
over the cemetery and protecting the dead.

e It was terrifying! | saw the life sucked out of a friend at the
hands of one of these things, aged in seconds to an old man.
In my panic | heard this steady rumbling sound closing. |
thought it might be the Teagher himself coming to help us, but
then | saw a huge golem the size of a troll walk into view, qab-
baiistic symbols glowing all over his clay hide.

o Windwalker

e Everyone’s got his or her own idea about who sent the
golem. The two most common theories are Schwartzkopf and
Jehuda ben Bezalel, a qabbalist that appeared shortly after
Halley’s Comet second pass.

© Magister

CORPORATE CANCER
There is always an exception to the rule, and here it’s the
lesser districts of Mald Strana and Hrad?any on the slopes

below Prague Castle. This is where the corps staked their turf
after the Crash. It’s the only part of town where you only see
the modern chrome and ferrocrete facades you're familiar
with from other sprawls. Sticking out like some foreign mat-
ter in contrast to the vibrant ancestral city that surrounds
them, they remind me of a tumor slowly spreading and
devouring Prague.

The Spellweaver Consortium, a Saeder-Krupp subsidiary,
owns the Octagon, the most famous building here. Only Mit-
suhama’s Thaumaturgical Research Division (MTRD), jokingly
referred to as the Black Mage's Tower, overshadows it. Buzz
that MTRD Europe leads the field of spirit research and con-
juring techniques leads many to blame them for last year’s
shedim outbreak, despite concrete evidence to the contrary.

o MTRD’s head, Akahira Toshimasa, rules through fear. The Shin-
to priesthood supposedly judged him a mahotsukai, an evil
sorcerer, making his career progression difficult in Japan. He
allegedly dealt with demonic spirits of some unknown type
and word got out to the Shinto.

o Kensal

e Both buildings are regular targets of the local shadow-
scene, The magical securlty is state of the art, but not invinci-
ble. And it’s not just corps paying for the latest metamagical
treatises and spell formulas.

e Magocrat

Aztechnology, Ares and Shiawase’s recently inaugurated
offices are a testament to the encroaching corporate pres-
ence. They are investing heavily in research groups around
the Karlova, funding Th.D fellowships and equipment for the
first look at results and scavenging anything that can be
turned to profit. Nevertheless, the more open-minded and
idealist research groups are closing shop because of lack of
funds; they can’t compete with the patents and profits the
other groups are churning out.

e That, or the corps steal their work. Sometimes the smaller
groups have come up with some extraordinary applications
and theorles that the corps find harder to produce in strictly
controlled laboratory settings.

o Magister

o Some of these small research groups have found funding
with the Vory or similar organizations; they’ve recognized that
idealism can’t pay the bills.

e Battle Pole

Shadows of Europe 77




.

nobility maintain the balance of power. Beneath the surface, volatile relations between

megacorps, politicians and crime syndicates threaten to result in violent explosions of
change.

The shadow community has largely ignored France because the business in the coun-
try was so French-centered that foreigners found little room. But times are changing with the
birth of the NEEC; the arlstocratic French establishment is threatened from within, and it’s
bound to spill over. My pal Drackenfelts, sysop of the Parisian Shadowland node, has gener-
ously rounded up some locals to give us the rundown. The infroduction is by Fleur-de-Lys. She
severed the strings binding her to the ruling aristos to enter the shadows, so listen up. She
knows what she’s talking about.

e Synner
Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 6:15:02 CET

F rance Is a country with a decaying social order, only the machinations of its shadowy

by Fleur-de-Lys

Mes hommages, chers amis des ombres. | gladly accepted Synner’s request to enlight-
en my foreign fellow runners, because I've grown tired of hearing the same old clichés and
misconceptions about France.

Contrary to belief abroad, doing business in France isn’t harder than anywhere else. Thor-
ough knowledge of the French political and financial stage is essential; none of your employ-
ers will bother to explain French subtleties to you. While stepping on the wrong toes is always
dangerous, doing so is especially lethal if you don’t even know whose toes they are.

Many flatter themselves thinking they know everything about the nobility’s power in
France because they saw some aristos in fancy feathered caps on the trid. I'm here to draw
back the curtain on the truth. Read and learn.

A BOLT FROM THE BLUE

Though advertised as the democratic land of the Human Rights Declaration, reality is
less shiny; France hasn’t been a democracy since the Crash. The nobility’s back in power in
France, but hides the truth from the public eye through smoke and mirrors.

7a
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Many foreigners
assume that the
French aristocracy was
completely beheaded
during the Revolution
of 1789; but the
nobles were simply

FRANCE AT A GLANCE

Government Type: Republic
Population: 69,850,000
Human: 60%

Elf: 18% too rich and powerful
Dwarf: 4% to be completely
Ork: 15% removed from the
Trolk: 2% picture. The French
QOther: 1% industrial and political

elites of the nine-
teenth and twentieth
century were filled

Per Capita Income: 30,500€
Estimated SINless: 10%

Below Poverty Level: 8% with _aristos, and
Corporate Affilintion: 19% things remain the
Education: same today, though

on a larger scale. The
revolution taught the
nobility an important
lesson: keep a low
profile. Even when
aristocrats are media
figures, they rarely
present themselves as
nobility, but rather as
politicians or entre-
preneurs.

The nobility’s
ascension to power
was orchestrated
from the beginning of
the century. As in the

Breton: 5% past, the aristocrats
Major Religions; formed an alliance

Roman Catholic: 63% with  the  French
Catholic Church (FCC).

Less Than Twelve Years: 5%
High School Equivalency: 67%
{ollege Degrees: 20%
Advanced Degrees: 8%
Major Ethnic Groups:
French: 76%
Mrican: 14%
Indochinese: 3%
Slavic: 3%
Other: 4%
Major Languages Spoken:
French: 97%
English: 30%
Arabic: 9%

Muslim: 10%
Druid: 5% When VITAS struck,
e Lo nobles poured money
gmﬁ'h?;i;i/ Other: 5% into  church-spon-
one: (!

sored relief efforts.
During the schism
years, they supported
the FCC’s position
against the Vatican's.
The FCC-nobility
power block strength-
ened further during the second wave of VITAS, while politicians
struggled to cover their incompetence in the face of media
scrutiny. The clergy returned the favor when they could, either
blaming corrupt plebian politicians during the scandal-ridden
years of 2027-29 or praising their noble benefactors.

Currency: Euro (nuyen also accepted)

SAMU National Medical

Coverage (unarmed): 92%
Guaranteed Response Time: None

e It’s also so convenient that they own large chunks of the
French media ...
0 0111011001

*

As the Crash of '29 ravaged computer networks, the!
nobility stirred up rumors that corrupt officials were using the'
disaster as a cover for stealing fortunes from the nation. This
was enough to detonate a social bomb, flooding the streets
with angry demonstrators. On Bastille Day (July 14), Generd
Lepoivre led a coup d’état and declared martial law. The ru-
ing nobility still praises the general as a patriot.

A quick return to democracy was scheduled, but the
Euro Wars wrecked the plan. The military kept power and
coordinated war efforts, especially during the Alliance for
Allah’s Jihad. It was during those years that General Antoine
d’Orléans became a hero, the French media bombarding the
populace with constant news of his latest brilliantly planned
operation against the enemy.

The close of the Euro Wars ended the Army’s hold on the
country. Antoine d’Orléans, back from the front covered with
medals and fame, entered politics. His nationalist campaign
easily won him the presidency in January of 2037. Few are
aware that these events empowered the nobility, and that the
Sixth Republic’s Constitution was written to provide the pub-
lic an illusion of democracy while ensuring the nobles’ control
of France.

o | heard about a small group of eccentric noblemen Thﬁ
allegedly had seers working for them, guiding the cabal witt§
their prophecies.

o ChatNoir

e Bulldrek! Divination metamagic was discovered only a few
years ago and the nobllity’s so-called smart moves started
even before the Awakening.

e CrocC

The Loureau Act was then passed to rein in extraterrito-
rial corporations. Extraterritoriality was outlawed, then rene-
gotiated individually with the corporations willing to do busi-
ness in France. The AAAs responded with threats. In 2041,
Finance Minister Gérard Toulouse rewrote the Act to avoid
the Corporate Court’s wrath.

o This was where the nobles fried to draw the line and claim:
complete control of France, but the megacorps weren't hav-
ing It. After a few years maneuvering back and forth—with]
shadow ops and economic plots on both sides—the aristos;
were forced to cave in and play nice.

e The Chromed Accountant

Since then, French political life has been a huge mas-
querade, with the nobles maintaining a public show of false
alliances and oppositions. At first a small group, they expand-
ed their numbers and strength by recruiting more of their kin,
and even the nouveaux riches, through arranged marriages or
other blood ties. The nobles and their lackeys pervade all of
the political parties; many were created for the sole purpose
of dividing the voters and keeping up the appearance of
democratic debate.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

The second generation of aristos is gradually stepping
into the shoes of their predecessors. The young nobles are
overconfident, however, and let secret rivalries turn into
open conflicts. Spilled blue blood draws lots of sharks to
the feast. After the corporate war that destroyed Fuchi and
saw the rise of three new AAAs, the Corporate Court’s
pressure on the weakened French ruling nobility increased
drastically as each CC-newcomer demanded its share of the
French cake. Open warfare has just started between the
French Mafia and the Vory. Some in Brittany have grown
more confident too, seeing an opportunity for complete
independence for the region. And amidst the storm, Presi-
dent Aurélie de Paladines has revealed herself a popular
leader, shaking the establishment to the delight of a popu-
lace tired of colorless and flavorless presidents. Despite a
rough campaign, she was re-elected last year. To the dis-
may of the noble Houses, she announced France’s entry
into the NEEC during the traditional New Year’s speech.

THE DENTED HEXAGON

Compare a map of France from the turn of the century
to a current one, and you’ll wonder if you're looking at the
same country. The major changes are Wallonia, which
joined in 2028 as a semi-autonomous region (the new bor-
der is the former border between Flanders and Wallonia,
with Brussels E.C. in the middle); the hideous scar of the
SOX (or SSNL—Secteur Sécurisé Nord-Lorraine); Corsica,
now independent; and Euskalherria, which absorbed the
French Basque country.

e France was too embarassed with the situation to be fussy
during the SOX'’s creation. Fifty years later, the government
has grown Impatient and wants to regain full control over
Lorraine.Rumors are that the state Is sponsoring black ops
into the SSNL to gauge the area’s real radiation levels and
even Interfere with some corp activities.

& Beast

e For decades, Belgium acted as a buffer state between
the liberal Netherlands and a repressive France. Now that
the UNL and France have a direct border, drug and BTL
smuggling was never so lucrative.

¢ High-Flyer

GETTING IN

Getting in the country is easy if you've got papers.
These are a pain in the ass to obtain, a testimony to the effi-
ciency of the French administration. lllegal entry is far more
difficult, as borders are closely watched. Thus, | suggest
opting for the legal route. Look like a tourist, and every-
thing will be fine as long as you don’t try to conceal
weapons or magical abilities. French law is very strict about
weapons, and most non-therapeutic cyberware or magic
are considered potential weapons.

FRANCE TIMELINE

2001-2010: France refuses to acknowledge corporate claims of extraterritoriality
following the Shiawase decision and suffers harsh economic backlash.
2007-2036: Rise of the French Catholic Church (FCC) and o new behind-the-
scenes polifical establishment led by nobles.

2008: Cattenom Nuclear Power plant meltdown and creation of the SOX. In Belgium,
French-speaking Wallonian refugees are badly welcomed by their neighbors in Flanders.
2010: The first wave of VITAS. Paris market crashes, prompting an economic policy
u-turn.

2011: Toxic floods drown Northern Belgium. Social unrest builds when Wallonia is
forced to shelter refugees. The Auvergne volcanoes erupt, covering the nearest cifies
with lava and ashes. Clermont-Ferrand is totally destroyed.

2012 The FCC opposes Pope John-Paul IV's denunciation of mefahumans, creating
a permanent rift with the Vatican.

2014: First public appearance of the Aznevezenti drouize! Breizh (Drvidic Revival of
Brittany).

2016: Belgium ceases to exist as Wallonia splits from Flanders.

2023: On June 21, the Mist appears in Brittany. Thousands die or disappear.
2027-2029: Yeurs of political and economic scandals. The noble-led opposition is
spared and appears to host the last respectable political figures.

2028: In Brittany, druids start to dispel the Mist. Wallonia joins France as a semi-
autonomous region after years of economic recession.

2029: The Crash. General Lepoivre leads a coup on Bastille Day, July 14th. End of
the Fifth Republic.

2030: The military government charges the Druidic Revival fo watch the Mist.
2031: Russia invades Poland, starting the Eure Wars and stopping the gradual return
to democracy in France.

2032: Biittany becomes the High Council of Brittany, a special administraive region
under the Druidic Revival’s authority.

2034: During the second part of the Euro Wars, Antoine d'Orléans becomes a nation-
al hero.

2037 Antoine d'Orléans is elected President by o landslide in January and writes
the Constitution of the Sixth Republic. In Southern France, the decrease of police pres-
ence following the army’s withdrowal leads to social unrest and polifical instability.
(ities threaten to secede for better control of their security, but few act. The French
Pays Basque joins with Euskalherria.

2038: The Loureau Act (from Finance Minister Albéric Loureau) is passed.

2041: The Loureau Act is rewritten under pressure from the Corporate Court.
2043: Farthquakes shoke Southem France. Facing massive rebuilding costs, all of
the independent-minded cities-states retum to France except Marseille, Nice and
Monaco.

2050: After decades of terrorism, lobbying and various pressures, France grants inde-
pendence fo Corsica (renamed Free Corsica).

2051: Media uncover illegal experiments made on human subjects in Marseille.
2057: Aurélie de Paladines is narrowly elected to the Presidency, the first woman to
reach this position.

2062: Re-election of Aurélie de Paladines with strong popular support.

2063: France joins the NEEC.
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o With contacts among the nobillty, it's possible to slip in dis-
creetly via private transport.
o Big Blue

o If you readlly can’t get papers, your best choices are Llille,
Marseille or any non-urbanized coastline (except around Brit-
tany).

e METalhead

BLENDING IN

Here are a few tips to fit in with the French populace.

The law reflects the above-average biases of the French
people. Avoid conspicuous displays of magic, and conceal
your cyberlimbs under clothes. Everyone around you will feel
better. While magic provokes fearful fascination, people with
cyber-implants are considered at best pitiful amputees and
at worst dangerous deviants. In contrast, there’s no bias
against metahumans. It’s better being a mundane troll than
a cybered human.

e That makes the streets eerily chrome-free.
e Concrete

*

e Don’t forget the unavoidable counter-culture. Some rich
kids enjoy displaying obvious ‘ware craffed with precious met- 4
als and gems as if it were jewelry. Go figure.
o CrO2

e Art is beyond your understanding, barbare. !
e Crafter :

e The populace accepts fashionware, datajacks and other
essential business mods more easily. The French, however, tend |
to favor bioware over chrome whenever possible. ;
e GenoSicK

The ideals of “Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité” are still pre-
sent, embodied by the state’s responsibility to take care of
the poor. No one likes to pay taxes, but most believe it will
be returned to them somehow. And indeed, be it free edu-
cation, free healthcare and SAMU (Service d’Aide Médicale
d’Urgence) emergency medical assistance, welfare for every
citizen regardless of income or other financial aid to the poor,
the money does come back.
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e The system keeps the ID-less numbers to a minimum,
because having no ID means no welfare benefits.
o NMAth

THE ESTATES OF THE NATION

Back in the European Middle Ages, the realm’s people
were divided in three groups, or Estates. I'm allowing myself
amodern analogy. The First Estate is the nobility, the Second
Estate is the Church and the Third Estate is the corporations.
I've also added a Fourth Estate: the criminal underworld.

THE BALANCE OF POWER

Before | delve into the Estates, it’s first necessary to
explain how the power structure is maintained. The nobility’s
main tool to keep control is the infamous Loureau Act. The
Act, as it stands today, focuses on economic and social con-
trol. The CRE (Commission de Régulation Economique, or
Economic Control Committee) embodies economic control.
Officially, extraterritorial corporations wishing to operate
inside French borders must negotiate a renewable ten-year
lease with the aristo-controlled CRE. This process is a simple
formality for French corporations... and Saeder-Krupp.

¢ | bet the wyrm worked the Michel Beloit angle (S-K's former
owner and French citizen) to get the special treatment
reserved for French corps.

e Dragonslayer

¢ 'd rather think that the nobles are paying for Lofwyr’s valu-
able support to the French cause when the Loureau Act was
getting flak from the Corporate Court.

o The Chromed Accountant.

All corporations are offered a choice. Either they operate
as elsewhere but face high taxes and numerous bureaucratic
headaches, or they integrate the welfare system. In the latter
case, they can significantly reduce their expenses by using
the services the French state provides. Under this system,
corps delegate responsibilities such as education, healthcare,
salary regulation, paid vacations and pension contributions to
the French administration for their French employees.

¢ As the corporations must share a lot of data about thelr
employees (and thus about themselves) with the state, some
still avoid using French services, while others use them only for
average wageslaves, who still represent a big chunk of the
overhead. Anyway, most employees are also French citizens, so
their personal information’s not new to the administration.

o Otaku Mike

e Don’t even think about a Mairix run on the administration’s
databoses. They're not nicknamed La Glaciére (the icebox)
without reason.
¢ Drackenfelts

The Brigade de Sécurité Corporatiste (Corporate Security
Squad) is a National Police wing assigned to protect friendly
corporations’ assets. While no corporation uses them within
sensitive facilities, many BSC cops can be seen guarding cor-
porate exteriors.

o Except for thelr special mission, BSC guys are just regular
cops. That means they’re not limited to the corp’s enclave
and can legally pursue you outside, into French territory.

e John Archer

The AAAs accepted the nobility’s setup and let them
keep apparent control over the economy. In return, France
became a protected market for the megas, as the CRE blocks
any unwanted competition. But the delicate balance of power
that permitted this situation is slowly falling apart with the
addition of Novatech, Wuxing and CATCo to the Corporate
Court, all wanting their stake of the French market. The nobles
are trapped between megas that are getting increasingly
tired of the “French exception” and a French populace strong-
ly attached to its welfare advantages. And if there’s one thing
can provoke a new revolution in France, it's cuts in “holy”
welfare.

THE FIRST ESTATE: NOBILITY

My fellow aristocrats learned to avoid conspicuous use of
their wealth and influence in front of commoners, but they
throw aside all restraint among themselves. Extravagant and
outrageous outfits from the most renowned Maisons de Cou-
ture, jewels with enough gold and gems to pave the Champs
Elysées, intoxicating perfumes, luxury food and wines from
the best French producers, a different seven digit priced car
for each day of the week, you name it. What they have, how-
ever, is not as disturbing as what they do. Some small circles,
especially among the young generation, know no boundaries
of perversion and lust, enjoying gladiatorial death matches or
chip-drugged flesh dolls. I saw things that still make me puke
just remembering them.

e | love those guys. Especially when | can catch them in the
act with my camera. Know the good night spots, and you’ll
never run out of julcy blackmail material.

° Voyeur

Parallel to the official state’s hierarchy is the rank within
the highly structured nobility. A title is essential, but a noble-
man'’s actual rank, as tacitly granted by his noble peers, also
depends on the financial, political or media power he holds.
Though France is not a monarchy yet, and the president’s still
the head of state, the Heir to the Throne (in other words, the
royal descendant who would become king if the monarchy
was re-established) is a prestigious rank within the nobility’s
hierarchy.

o That's why the D’Orléans and the Bourbon-Anjou heartily
detest each other.
e Otaku Mike
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There's no aristocratic council or any other form of
“democratic” authority. When a decision needs to be taken,
the highest ranks speak, and others follow. Disagreements
occur frequently between the upper ranks and represent
opportunities to test each other’s influence within the nobili-
ty. Because choosing the wrong side can lead to major loss
of face, however, the main players tend to be cautious.

The aristocrats always rejected any idea of a pan-Euro-
pean association that could put its nose into the way they
rule France. It's rumored their opposition delayed any nego-
tiations during the build-up to the NEEC proposal n 2062,
though the French populace remained very pro-European
despite the EU’s dissolution. Now, France has joined the
NEEC under the president’s leadership, and the ruling class is
busy trying to find a way out or covering the tracks of suspi-
cious manipulations.

e Shadowrunners are in high demand, and many nobles pre-
fer to hire foreign talents, who will presumably be ignorant of
the vipers’ nest they‘re thrown in.

® Restelo

Some of the less politically involved French nobles
indulge themselves along with the rest of the Parisian jet-set.
The most famous event is le Grand Tour. Crossing Europe
twice a year, it's an opportunity for the noble Houses to com-
pete for the greatest media coverage. Though it seems con-
tradictory with the low profile generally adopted by the
nobility, the tour increases the aristocrats’ hold over the
country, keeping people engrossed by the glitter of luxury,
rather than letting them pay attention to political realities.

o The aristos—and just about anyone else who's loaded and
has good connections—use the tour to meet up and make
deals face to face. You can make good money stalking tour-
hoppers and spying on who they hobnob with,

o Will “Well” Artket

Nobles cooperate in defense of their ruling positions, but
this apparent unity barely hides the tensions between the
noble Houses. Old feuds are long-lived, and personal eco-
nomic interests often take precedence over blood ties.

House D’Orléans

Antoine d’Orléans, 75, is this House’s head and alleged-
ly the mastermind of the nobles’ rise to power. His populari-
ty has never faltered since the Euro Wars. The old snake offi-
cially retired from the public stage four years ago, in order to
free his hand to deal with the threat of Paladines. He's sworn
to protect the nobles’ hegemony and considers this his per-
sonal chef-d’oeuvre. His older son, Jacques-Antony, 47, is
nothing but the public face he wears to express his opinions
and continue the political fight.

® Mathéo d’'Orléans, an acknowledged bastard of Antoine, is
an interesting case. His mother Is unknown, and he doesn’t

.

miss any opportunity to embarrass daddy dearest with his
decadent life-style.
e Voyeur

o Don’t let appearances fool you, Mathéo runs the shadows,
and Antoine often uses him to do his dirty work.
o Big Blue

The Count of Paris, Charles-Henri d’Oriéans, 52, is the
official heir of the throne of France since his father’s passing
ten years ago. He’s also the leader of the monarchists.
Antoine often has to remind his nephew of some basics about
real life behavior.

House Bourbon-Anjou

This House is actually only a small branch of the Spanish
Bourbon royal family. If it were not for the French nobility
opposing a “foreigner” taking the French throne, Enrique de
Bourbon-Anjou, 39, would be the crown’s natural heir. His
antipathy towards the D’'Orléans turned into pure hate when
his father Louis died in a bizarre car crash 15 years ago, as
he’s convinced they’re behind his death.

o Everyone knows that the Bourbons sponsored the Coup in
‘29 In a blunt attempt fo later seize the throne. | guess old
Tonio wanted to show who was the real king of the hilt in Paris.
e Sepherim

e Propaganda. ‘Nuff said.
© Big Blue

House Rohan

This wealthy family’s fief is Brittany (Bretagne), where
most of the members reside. The head of family, Erwan de
Rohan, 62, has better connections in business circles than
among his noble kin. Many resent his awesome wealth and
the high positions his elder sons, Michel and Charles, 36 and
33 respectively, boast in the High Council of Brittany.

e Another explanation Is that despite human parents, all of his
seven children are elves, which just freaked out the other
Houses.

© Big Blue

® Michel is a druid, a graduate of Prague’s university and he
advises his father on investments in the fileld of the arcane.
Charles specializes In the shipbullding industry and allegedly
orchestrated Wuxing’s buyout of the St-Nazaire shipyards.

o Bruine

e The rumormilll is abuzz over Magalie, the youngest sister. She
actively opposes her family and is connected to some old-
school druldic circles. The most recurrent rumor sdys she's a
dryad.

® Ankou
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House Rochefort

General Alexandre de Rochefort, 73, is this family’s
strong man, Antoine d’Orléans’s close friend and also a Euro
Wars veteran. Recently retired from the army, he has fingers
in every French military-industrial pie. His son, Nicolas, 47,
has inherited his outspokeness. Nicolas is the noble cabal’s
unofficial representative whenever they need to speak as one
to their other partners, be they corporate sharks or under-
world bosses.

¢ No one wants to challenge Nicolas to a verbal duel in the
Assemblée Nationale. His sharp tone and stony stare freak
everyone out. No wonder the blue-bloods send him every
time they have to negotiate a difficult agreement.

® Logruss

Aurélie de Paladines

I could go on forever about the La Rochefoucauld’s finan-
cial empire, the D’ Amat jet-setters, or the hundreds of other
French noble Houses, but | saved the best for last.

No one imagined, six years ago, that the newly elected
President Aurélie de Paladines, 56, would bring such drastic
changes to the political board. What she had to gain breaking
loose from the nobility who placed her in power and playing
the lone rider is a mystery. Some see her as a patriot, reject-
ing the establishment to restore a true democracy. Others
simply think she’s mad.

¢ it's a frick by Antoine d’Oriéans. Once her foolish acts have
plunged the country intfo chaos, he will rise again and con-
vince the French to definitively abandon this corrupt system
and return to monarchy, with him as the king.

¢ Royalist Fist

¢ | heard the same stupid tale about the Bourbons, She's a true
patriot, risking her own life for the good of the French people.
o Bleu Blanc Rouge

e Don’t you see the obvious? Throwing France into the NEEC
may be a smart economic move, but it’s aiso Lofwyr’'s game.
| bet my beret the dragon bewitched the president and is
manipulating her somehow.

¢ Conspir-l-see

¢ No, it's her dwarf friend, that astrologer-mage Yohann de
Kervelec. Being head of the Guild and a media star Isn't
enough; he mesmerized the president to rule from behind the
throne.

o Leoric

The Guild

Though not a noble House, the French Diviners and
Mediums Guild (commonly referred to as the Guild) deserves
mention. Since his arrival as the head of the Guild in the for-
ties, the dwarf Yohann de Kervelec has turned the small-time

/
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charlatans’ organization into a power with a strong public
voice. Today, a Guild seal is the guarantee of a professional
(and discreet) magician specialized in divination. Over the
years, the organization maneuvered its members into all the
most secretive and private circles, especially among the
noble coteries.

The Guild’s headquarters have been in Lyon since 2041,
re-establishing the status of “French occuit capitol” tradition-
ally attributed to this city and it also hosts the Guild’s semi-
annual councils. The Guild is organized in companies, with
thirteen officially recognized. From the most famous, the Via
Stellae, numbering 50 members chosen from the best, to the
most obscure, the Heralds Company, numbering less than 10
members, the Guild probably boasts around 250 diviners
and mediums.

Despite popular belief, not all members of the Guild are
hermetic astrologer mages. Some of them use tarot cards,
runes, crystal balls or coffee dregs. Foreign members add to
the exotic flavor that appeals to the nobility. The Guild also
hosts a number of mediums not versed in the divination arts
but specialized in tracking missing persons or items, as well
as a few healers and curse dispellers.

The Guild’s most interesting feature, however, is Kerv-
elec himself, who runs the organization and his own compa-
ny, the Via Stellae. The new guru of the noble elite is present
at almost every Parisian reception.

e His popularity among the nobility suffered a severe blow
when he sided with Paladines. He’s taking a serious gamble
here.

o ChatNolr

e Gamble? Did you forget he’s a seer?
© Munin

o | was a member of the Via Stellae until that dwarf bastard
threw me out. All of his noble so-called friends would turn pale
if they knew how much he truly hates them all.

e Quasimodo

e His worldwide reputation attracts many wealthy and power-
ful people. He always seems to know something about them
when they first meet, but he goes to great lengths to befriend
them and to make them feel at ease with him.,

o Somnambulist

e Yeah, even Lofwyr visits him once a year. The guy must real-
ly be powerful to have the dragon’s ear.
e Schupo

Kervelec is probably the President’s last ally. She will
need all the help she can get to survive the anger of her fel-
low nobles, and it can’t hurt to have a seer up her sleeve to
thwart any scheme or assassination attempt against her.
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THE SECOND ESTATE: THE CHURCH

The nobility and the French Catholic Church are long time
allies. Their mutual back-scratching increased and maintained
their respectability and power. But now that the sheen of
respect is slowly fading from the aristocracy, a slight rift has
grown between them.

The FCC’s openly pro-Awakened stance earned it strong
popular support when the Holy See first rejected metahuman
newborns. The FCC used this support to re-establish its own
voice. Even after the Imago Dei reversal, the unofficial schism
never healed. The ascension of the new cardinal of France, mon-
seigneur Luc de Berry, went almost unnoticed during the Crash’s
turmoil, but he quickly asserted his power, directly nominating
French bishops and priests without consulting the Vatican. He
also created the FCC's militant order, the Manus Dei, during the
Euro Wars to protect the Church’s members and assets. His only
real appeasing gesture to the Vatican was the offer to make the
renovated Mount Saint-Michel the Sylvestrine’s French HQ.

The French people respect the cardinal for his righteous
heart and dedication to the meek, a reputation he’s steadily
fostered over the past 30 years. Few are aware that his ambi-
tion put the FCC at odds with the Vatican. Rome can’t afford to

.

see the church further divided, and the FCC can’t sever all ties
with the Pope. As there are no real dogmatic differences
between the church and the FCC now, the true issue is really
power and influence. All conflicts stay hidden to the public eye.

o The tensions between the FCC and the Vatican recently
flared up as the aging cardinal chose his own successor,
Amaury de Lubersac. For some reason, the Vatican doesn’t
want to see him in charge, but won’t risk widening the gap
with France and so isn’t directly opposing the cardinal’s deci-
sion.The Manus Del is restless, and rumors abound about weird
monks in secret monasteries preparing for a fight.

e Vat-lcon

e Those warrior monks are no rumors! | recently made a run on
a very small abbey lost in the woods of Champagne, trying to
snatch some relics. | barely made it out with half of the team
and no loot. The monks called up some strange and powerful
combat magic that | bet could make a dragon think twice.
e Selorus
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o | don’t know whether they're from the Tirs or the Atlantean Foun-
dation, but some loaded elves are very interested in the FCC.
e Franc-Tireur

o | recently protected an odd French priest during a trip to
Denver for an “assessment of the Ghostwalker situation,” what-
ever that means, and | know from a friend the FCC Is at odds
with the Draco Foundation, too.

o Delf

o Those Black Lodge heretics control the FCC and replaced
the Cardinal with a fake. They must be destroyed, or the falth-
fuls” souls face corruption beyond redemption.

® Rika

¢ Ah! Long time since we heard about that Uber-mage con-
spiracy. Face Iit, they’re another urban legend. Anyway, with
Sylvestrines In St-Michel, the Vatican’s Templars would already
have dealt with them.

o Airbus and Fed-Boeing have had a low-level shadow-war

brewing for decades. In fact, they’ve written a few memo-

rable chapters in shadowrunning history. '
o Cerbére

Esprit Industries

The French defense industry revolves around Esprit
Industries. Though Esprit is tight with the Ministry of Defense,
there are too many shareholding factions—Aérospatiale,
GIAT, FN Herstal, various aristos and the French govern-
ment—for Esprit to function smoothly. Spies swarm around
the corp, and on several occasions the media has uncovered
links between the French intelligence agency (the DGSE,
Direction générale de la Sécurité Extérieure) and Esprit's own
SDEI (Service de Documentation d’Esprit International).

oThe SDEI Isn't on par with CATCo’s Seraphim, but all these
French-speaking spies find common ground in working
together against Ares.
o McKenthy

o Dhomochevsky

o Unless the Tempilars are
not a threat to the Lodge. D’Orléans: Index-Axa (9%)

o Rika Bourbon-Anjou: Aérospatiale (7.5%)

THE THIRD ESTATE: ;
CORPORATIONS f“l:‘ef;‘";’ ESpmlf;f'g%). 1
by €spion a Rochefoucauld: Esprit (13%)

Fleur asked me nice- D’ Amat: Aérospatiale (10%), Infolio (8%)

ly, and I don’t want to

WHO OWNS WHAT—A FEW HIGHLIGHTS:

Rohan: ESUS (7%), Index-Axa (5%), Hermes (3%)

French State: Aérospatiale (16%), Esprit (10%), ESUS (28%), Renault-Fiat (12%)

e Henri de la Rochefoucauld, co-
owner of LLR Finance and 13 per-
cent of Esprit, recently spent a lot
more time than usual at functions
held by the CAS elite, finalizing mili-
tary contracts with Atlanta.

e Taylor Duncan

Hermes Eurocom
Hermes operates the French

lose yet another friend in
Paris while away, so TI'll

complete her brief on French players with a look at the corps.
n France, the political and economic elites have always

been intertwined. The politically important nobles are also cor-
porate shareholders, and except for a few self-made men, all
top-level businessmen (noble and commoner) possess advanced
degrees from the same select schools, such as the Institut Poly-
technique and the ENAD (National Administration & Manage-
ment School). Thus, individuals who've known each other for a
long time conduct all important discussions on a personal level.
Smooth agreements around a choice dinner table are the rule
here, and foreign corporations’ French representatives play the
game, as they’re from those circles as well. The government also
remains involved and owns shares in several former national cor-
porations, including Aérospatiale, Esprit and most of ESUS
(which thus boasts a quasi-monopoly on public transportations
services).

Aérospatiale SA

A remnant of the EADS corporation, the new Aérospa-
tiale SA is France’s leading aerospace company. It's heavily
involved in the Airbus consortium and IFMU and cooperates
with S-K Aerospace to produce the G-Concorde. Most of
Aérospatiale’s facilities are in Toulouse, a city the corporation
de facto controls.

grid, contributing to Saeder-
Krupp’s European communications
control. The corporation’s numerous subsidiaries provide just
about every Matrix service or grid option you could think of.
Though they don’t advertise it, Hermes also engages in wide-
spread database-building, data mining and archiving, sharing
the results only with partners and subsidiaries—a virtual gold-
mine for French info-analysts.

© Hermes is tight with Lofwyr, but they're not entirely under the
dragon’s Influence. The corp also has several contracts with S-
K rivals. Hermes may have to fall in with the wyrm, however, if
Alcatel-Nokia aftempts to bring the new Scandinavian Wire-
less Matrix Technology to France, a move that would effec-
tively bury Hermes’s oid grid.

o Silent Death

Index-Axa

Though it has yet to recover its pre-Crash status, more
than half of the French population has a bank account or insur-
ance with finance giant Index-Axa or one of its subsidiaries.
Index-Axa has been playing the shareholder game skillfully for
decades and now owns controlling stock in a half dozen
industrial corporations.
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o They didn’t achleve controlling interest in so many corps just
by playing stock games. Index-Axa execs have no qualms
resorting to deniable assets in order to secure that extra per-
centile they need.

o Cerbére

o Index-Axa organizes glitzy receptions for the Grand Tour in a
property near Rouen. If the stories are true, thelr ultra-modern
head office nearby stores sensitive data and dirt on just about
every French big shot, including the politico-economic manip-
ulations that built the Rohan’s financial empire.

o NMAth

Spinrad Industries

Once a promising, cutting-edge cyberware and media
outfit, France was Spinrad’s main base until the illegal exper-
imentation scandal in Marseille tripped them up in 2051. In
addition to Corporate Court-imposed fines and sanctions
from that affair, Spinrad was also stripped of its extraterritor-
ial status. Though Spinrad has made significant steps towards
recovering its position in the past decade, the only major
divisions operating in France are Javert & Cie, Spinrad Media
and the trid channel TMC. Despite the Spinrad brand’s loss of
popularity, Spln still sets trends in Paris and the New Mona-
co showcase.

e Spinrad enjoys certain privileges in Monaco. The local police
“forgot” to investigate Khaled Al-Shawi’s “drowning” in the mari-
na. Al-Shawi was the man in charge of Spinrad’s scandalous
guinea pig abductions in Algeria a decade back. He'd been
working for Tamanous in Southern Africa since Marsellle’s
events, but it looks like Spinrad finally tied up that loose end.

e Black Jack Tarr

THE FOURTH ESTATE: UNDERWORLD
by Drackenfelts

When I'm not monitoring the Parisian shadownode, I'm
monitoring the French syndicates. It's my pet subject. So,
let’s take a look at the French mob war’s latest developments.

The Mob War

Until recently, French organized crime kept a low profile.
As long as their activity didn’t cause significant waves, the
police didn’t stick their prying noses too deep. This may be
due to the fact that our mobsters have considerable blackmail
leverage over the aristos, considering how they provide tal-
ent for many gray or black ops the nobles employ.

e The nobles also have a thorough knowledge of the criminal
kingpins. The question is: who will dare to pull the frigger first?
e Triple Zero

The current chaos between Don Martinez’ Marseille
Milieu and the Batukhtina Vory, however, isn't good for an
aristocracy that makes it a point of honor to keep the country
peaceful. If the situation continues, the nobles may have no

4

choice but to order a crackdown—which may mean that the
syndicates will retaliate, and the situation will continue to spi-
ral downwards ...

The clashes between the warring syndicates are current-
ly hottest in Paris, the smuggling route stopovers (Bordeaux,
Lyon, Strasbourg, etc.) and hubs like Lille, Marseille and Bay-
onne, the half-French/half-Euskalherrian city. Warehouse
bombings, transport attacks, and raids on gambling dens or
brothels are everyday news. It’s become so obvious that even
the nobility-controlled media have to report events, though
the current spin is that it’s all just local short-lived mob feuds.

The battle is also going on in the Matrix, as each side tar-
get’'s the other’s secret networks, money-laundering schemes
and info-brokerage operations.

o The Marseille Milieu excels at brutal gun-blazing attacks,
leaving a frail of corpses. The Paris Organizatsya’s forte is
Matrix warfare, though a few of their viral attacks and system
strikes have affected legit hosts and users. Bodies and blood
are harder fo cover up, though, so the Milleu Is under more
pressure to rein it in.

o Black Jack Tarr

e Both are recruiting to quickly raise their defenses and pre-
pare counterattacks—easy money for gangs and runners
alike.The real question on everyone’s mind, though, is how long
until the Alta Commissione and other organizatsya step In?

e Autobahnner

e The ltallans are cautious over this matter, though they’Il prob-
ably dive in if things develop well. Don Feretti keeps a careful
eye on the situation, and rumor is that he just dispatched a
Frattalenza team to Marseille. The Corsicans haven’t moved
from their safe haven, but if Don Martinez falls they may move
to take some of his turf.

e Buscettino

Free Corsica

Since Corsica won its independence in 2050, the Corsican
Mafia has revealed the full extent of its control over the island.
Guillaume Bonaparte, direct heir of the infamous French
Emperor and president-for-life, single-handedly rules the
island. Though his connections to the Corsican Mafia have
never been made public knowledge, everybody in the shad-
ows knows he’s the Don. Having earned his riches as both a
real estate entrepreneur and smuggling ringleader, he gener-
ously invested in the rebuilding of the island’s economy after
the quakes of 43, a deed that earned him strong popular sup-
port. Through his public leadership and underworld connec-
tions, Bonaparte rules Corsica as a large business concern,
indifferently mixing legal and illegal activities in what he con-
siders the island’s best interests. His success and strong Corsi-
can national pride earned him a seat at the Alta Commissione.

e Bonaparte was one of the key influences allowing the Cor-
sicans to achieve independence in the first place. He pres-
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sured the French government in the public sphere while simul-
taneously strong-arming the nobility under the table. Some of
the old noble Houses hold a grudge against Napoleon’s
imperial heritage, however, and regard the Bonaparte clan as
“nouveaux nobles.” These Houses were more than happy to
give Bonaparte the island in order o remove him from the
French scene.

o Shalyina

e Don’t forget that a fair number of Parisian jet setters and
power-players are from imperial noble Houses such as the
Murat. Even if they re “second-class” nobles, they’re still part of
the game.
e Big Blue

URBAN PLAYGROUNDS

o In exchange for two weeks’ accommodation, our favorite
wandering neo-hippie, State Leech, will give us his thoughts on
some noteworthy French cities.

e Drackenfelts

by State Leech

[ much prefer the countryside in my travels, but I'm also
fond of exploring the sprawls and seeing what’s hidden
behind their grimy facades. Let me tell you about a few of my
favorites.

PARIS

This gloomy capital city sprawl is home to more than one
sixth of the French population. Paris proper is a jewel in the
middle of gray concrete, where only the richest can afford to
live. Special urban laws protect the historic areas, forbidding
any new building that does not comply with a very strict
design code. Everything has been done to preserve this
tourist mecca and assure the delight of visitors. This includes
omnipresent rigger surveillance, plainclothes cops and
weapons detectors at almost every shop door. On the
Champs Elysées, the most paranoid shops hire mages as
astral watchmen. The tourists feel safe, and so do the nobles
and their corporate buddies. Paris is a highly concentrated
blend of wealth, high saciety, noble Houses, fashion and
media stars and even organized crime big shots—all just
waiting for enterprising runners to tap into.

All this glamorous luxury also has its dark side, of course.
Whatever your deviance, you can find it in very expensive
night club back rooms, luxury brothels or illegal casinos; pro-
vided you have a habitué as a friend to introduce you to these
very private places. And if your thirst for twisted perversion is
not satisfied, you can still try the underground gladiatorial
arenas in old quarter cellars or a gothic S&M trip in the
Roman catacombs. Of course, don’t mess with the staff there,
as all these nice people have links to the nobility. It’s bad for
business to be persona non grata in these places, where as
many deals are concluded daily as in the busiest corporate
towers.

o The much-hyped catacombs are rumored to host all sorts of
dangerous creatures of the night: vampires, ghouls, shedim,
you name it, There are simply too many thrill-seekers in those
cramped tunnels, though, for any such thing to hide.

e Vertigo

e Would you bet your life on that?
o Tarentua

o Leech forgets to describe all the areas surrounding central
Paris. A mix of old communities and brand new cities were
engulfed in the sprawl’s expansion. La banlieue (the suburbs)
have their share of corporate enclaves (La Défense, Boulogne),
residential areas, Z-Zones (lvry, La-Plaine-St-Denis, etc.) and
even woodlands. The Vory is the big fish in the pond, but you
should be careful of the smaller syndicates, namely the Triads in
Paris’s Chinatown, the few Yakuza around the Japanacorp
enclaves or the rabid gangs that plague the suburbs.

o Drackenfelts

MARSEILLE

Dragonville, as the shadows know Marseille, is Lofwyr’s
turf. Of course, you could ask any city official or S-K represen-
tative, and they would assure you how wrong you are. The
relation between Marseille and France reminds me of the Tai-
wan-China situation of last century. Since the quakes of '43
and the dragon’s generous offer to help rebuild, S-K has more
or less managed the city like a minor subsidiary. All the city’s
assets (fishing, petrochemical and pharmaceutical industries,
the international port, the Old Town’s tourist traps) have been
expanded and improved. And when I say all, I include all the
shadier assets too. Since the scandal of 2051 that almost
ruined Spinrad Industries, illegal corp projects and research
just ran silent for a while. S-K continues to do its thing, espe-
cially in discreet cybertechnology labs located somewhere in
the suburban industrial wastelands.

e Word on the street is that S-K's delta clinic is in Marsellle, con-
trary to the common belief that places it near DUsseldorf.
Ekrath is way too public now to be the real location.

e Severina

e But Marseille is way too obvious to be the real location, too.
o Reaqlity Czech

Marseille is one of the most active ports in the Mediter-
ranean, conveniently located near the Cote d’Azur, the south-
eastern region of the French Riviera. It's the natural staging
hub for most of the illegal activities in Southern France, which
is why the Milieu makes its home here. Lofwyr doesn’t inter-
fere with the Marseille Milieu and its smuggling activities—
which, after all, keep money flowing into the city. Don Mar-
tinez takes care not to tread on the wyrm’s toes, and every-
one is happy.
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o What a lovely tale. Lofwyr lets them stay only because he mon-
itors all their business, thus keeping an eye on most of the
Mediterranean underworld’s affairs. Martinez doesn’t interest him
as much as his friends in Northern Africa and the Middle East. If
you think Marsellle is a safe haven for criminals, think again.

© Conspir-l-see

The Marseille underworld is currently in an uproar, as the
Chinese community, long time ally of the Milieu, unexpect-
edly threw their lot in with the Vory, probably betting for a
better position once the dust settles. This brought the war
directly into the city, and S-K'’s reaction to this development
is still uncertain.

o Marseille’s Chinese are no Triad, yet, But they probably hope
to climb the ladder a few steps higher. Some suggest that
Wuxing could support the uprising, attempting to reduce the
port’s international value in favor of another.

e Le Poulpe

LILLE

The largest sprawl of the economic wasteland that is
Northern France, Liile’s primary source of income is the traf-
fic between France and UNL. Anything or anyone can be
smuggled in or out of the country, as it's an impossible task
to watch the sprawl’s 40 kilometer border with the UNL. The
city’s second shadow specialty is counterfeit items: art, gems,
forged papers, ID cards and euro banknotes.

e Lille’s compressed carbon diamonds look almost as good as
Antwerp’s, and they re ten times cheaper.
o High Flyer

People are still arguing whether Paris or Lille is the French
Vor's HQ. The answer is: both are. While Paris is the city of
choice for “white collar” crime, Lille—with its sprawl and bar-
rens—hosts the arms and guts of the French Vory. Batukhtina’s
Romanian second, Piotr Wienskelas, rarely leaves Lille, instead
handling affairs personally in his private fief. The stakes have
risen though, as the Albanian Fares who compete with the
Vory on their homeground are dealing with the Mafia. Inde-
pendent smugglers are making a killing as the big syndicates
resort to outsiders to sabotage each other’s operations.

o Wienskelas is playing a dangerous game. On one side he’s
doing his best to defend the organizatsya’s interests, but on the
other, he publicly blames Batukhtina whenever things go awry.
Something recently changed between the two life-long friends.
o Buscettino

o Right or wrong, Batukhtina is convinced that Wienskelas’s
oversight almost cost him his life three months ago. He's still
unsure whether the failure was intentional or not.

o Drackenfelts

’

NICE

Nice is one of three French cities to remain independent
after the ’43 quake. Old-fashioned racist aristos privately
funded Nice’s reconstruction, seeing the opportunity to make
the city their private little utopian paradise. Luxury resorts
nestle next to casinos, and the European elite comes here to
enjoy the quality of life (provided they're mundane white
humans). Big money flows through Nice, which also provides
a nice tax haven for some of the most powerful and reac-
tionary noble Houses of Europe, from Spain up to Konigs-
berg—and some of the European Mafias too.

The self-proclaimed Prince of the city (his actual rank is
Duke), Thibault de la Ribaudiere, rules over his little fief with
a sugary arrogance that most of his Parisian kin can’t bear. His
overtly racist bigotry is a thorn in the side of the French rul-
ing class that is pushed deeper every time the plebian oppo-
sition (there are still some) needs to point out a black sheep.

e Nice Is a Human Nation stronghold. The Prince himself is an
influentlal member. France has grown too decadent in his
opinion, and needs some incentive to return o the righteous
way. That’s why his cabal plans to plant Incriminating evi-
dence of metahuman violence here and there in the country.
e Black Spyda

o Nobles prosecuted in France for whatever reason usually
flee to Nice to escape justice. In order to avold diplomatic
incidents, independent agents are sometimes recruited to
extract them from this high-tech golden fortress. Expect strong
opposition with state of the art gear.

® Angus Roach

e This “prince” really must have friends in high places to pro-
tect him.
e Logruss

FRENCH ODDITIES

o |'ve gathered some more data on two of the most exotic
French locatlons: Brittany and Auvergne.

e Drackenfelts

BRITTANY (BRETAGNE)
By Namergon

Brittany, a land of legend and the place | affectionately
call home, has Awakened, for better or for worse.

The Mist

Ever since the Awakening, Brittany has been a special
place—as anyone who visits can tell you, certain parts of the
region just feel otherworldly. “Faerie” sightings, spirit
encounters and unexplained phenomena became a regular
occurrence. Then, in 2023, things turned from strange to
deadly when the inscrutable magical phenomenon known as
the Mist first appeared. An unearthly fog, the Mist quickly
covered large rural areas of Brittany, surrounding larger
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towns. Metahumans within the Mist found themselves
uneasy, haunted and easily'lost. The Mist seemed to disrupt
the use of magic and attract paranatural creatures. Thousands
fled, and the Mist continued to spread. Then, after a few
weeks, the disappearances began. Small towns were swal-
lowed whole, never to be seen again, the residents perma-
nently lost. Tales circulated of terrible things encountered in
the Mist, or people who died or were horribly transformed
merely by coming into contact with it. The government evac-
uated all areas threatened by the phenomenon and called in
whatever magical experts it could find to counter it, all to no
avail. The Mist continued to slowly spread, engulfing new
areas, ebbing and flowing like a tide.

» The Mist’s effects are unpredictable. Sometimes it’s nothing
more than a spooky fog, though it carries a sense of menace,
lke It doesn’t like you. Other times, it eats away fiesh, sets water
on fire or whispers in your ear until you go mad and carve off
your best mate’s nose. And the Mist spreads on the astral, work-
" Ing its magic on projecting magicians and spitits as well.

® Ankou

e Stop treating the Mist like a thing—it’s fragging alive, | tell
you. [t’s one big, massive, hungry spirit. People don’t get lost in
the Mist—they get eaten.

e Gnik

Finally, five years later, a grassroots movement called
the Druidic Revival of Brittany (Aznevezenti drouizel Breizh)
managed to contain and dissipate the Mist, reclaiming the
land. But the Mist is not entirely gone. Patches of Mist recur
throughout Brittany in an unpredictable pattern, wreaking
havoc before the druids can drive it away, or it fades on its
own. And despite official statements, a thick Mist remains in
certain remote locations, protecting them from prying eyes
or interlopers.

o The Mist still cloaks the secret dwellings of the Korrigan—the
faerie folk of Brittany. If you dare the Mist and find the right
paths, you can walk the road to the faerie realms ... where
you will be lucky to return.

® Sweet Dream
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e The Mist doesn’t affect these Korrigan, you say? That’s awful-
ly convenient.
o The Laughing Man

The High Councll of Brittany

Due to the unique danger the Mist poses, the French
government had no choice but to treat Brittany as a special
jurisdiction. Under the charismatic leadership of Gwendal Le
Pellec—and the financial and political support of the Rohan
family—the Druidic Revival managed to place itself in power
and have Brittany designated an autonomous region. As the
only force capable of containing the Mist, the druids were the
only ones who could legitimately claim it.

e You can bet there are plenty of parties interested in know-
ing exactly how the druids drive away the Mist—and how they
learned to do it. Some want their own piece of Brittany, while
others are interested in finding out if the Mist can be con-
trolled. After all, think of the applications a force like the Mist
could have. '

o Warlock

o Despite the hype, the druids don’t actually know how to
control the Mist. Some other force is lefting them take the
credit—using the druids as a front and ruling through them!

o Lone Gunman

The druids established the High Council of Brittany (HCB)
to rule over Brittany. Theoretically the HCB has far more leg-
islative power than a regional assembly, but it uses this
power with moderation and favors adaptations or amend-
ments of existing French laws over the creation of new ones.
It does, however, have an astonishingly lax magic policy and
reinforced environmental and paranimal protections.

A public hero, Le Pellec became the HCB’s head, the
Awenet drouiz (High Druid), in 2032. The Kevredigezh an
derv (Oak Society), the core faction within the Druidic
Revival, backs him. Le Pellec has been strangely silent over
the last couple of years, however, making only rare public
appearances. This has weakened the HCB’s unity and given
strength to the virulent Kevredigezh an heol (Sun society),
led by Ghislain Huelben, which lobbies for Brittany’s total
independence.

o The Sun Society has gained the support of the Ambacts, the
Council’'s armed branch. The grizzlied veterans of the Mist
campaign who support the Oak Society have mostly retired,
replaced by fresh young recrults affracted to the “Celtic
Knights” image the Sun Soclety has been pushing.

® Ankou

The Land

Though the Mist is restrained, Brittany remains an area of
strange magic. Mana lines run across the countryside, inter-
secting at various pre- and post-Christian monuments, some

.

of which are potent power sites. Mana ebbs and flows across
the land, and paranormal activity is commonplace. Talismon-
gering and critter-poaching are lucrative markets—just don’t
let the druids catch you.

o A few astral shallow sites have developed here, though
corps who want to benefit from the extra security the shallows
provide claimed almost all of them.

e John Archer

Surrounding Paimpont stands the world-renowned For-
est of Brocéliande, a strange place even in Brittany. Accord-
ing to myth, this wood shelters Merlin’s soul; here faeries and
even oaks talk to the druids. Free from the Mist, it has
expanded and grown thicker and wilder since the '30s, when
the Oak Society established its main lodge here. Brocéliande
is closed to the public except on special dates, and even then
only portions of the forest are open.

e Carnac, the largest standing stone site in the region, is a
potent power site, but is also rumored to have the most dan-
gerous Mist patches in Brittany. Strangely, the Sun Society often
gathers there . ‘

o Buzzby

e Carnac is a huge astral rift, at least since Halley's Comet
passed. The High Druid discovered it the hard way during an
equinox ritual there. That’s why he stopped his public appear-
ances afterwards.

e Erwin

It's important to remember, though, that Brittany is not
all faeries and magic and Avalon returned. It is a dynamic,
modern region, with sprawls like Nantes, Brest and Rennes,
an important shipyard in St-Nazaire, and sadly, its share of
pollution. Even within these sprawls, though, magic is unpre-
dictable at best, and the threat of the Mist always lurks
around the corner.

AUVERGNE
by Brimstone

One of many heralds to the Awakening, the volcanoes of
Auvergne erupted in 2011, utterly destroying the town of
Clermont-Ferrand and devastating the region. The army evac-
uated and secured the area, and intermittent eruptions over
the next 20 years kept most civilians away. The volcanoes
had just quietened when [ was born in 2035. My mother said
it was a good omen, after the destruction that had killed most
of our relatives.

o Brimstone is somehow connected to the volcanoes. He
claims to be a Salamander shaman. Don’t ask me, | don't
know more than you. If anyone can tell us about Auvergne,
though, It’s him.

o Drackenfelts
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LAVA

The ashes were still hot in Auvergne when Saeder-Krupp
established a joint research venture in the area in 2038.
Despite the risk of more eruptions, S-K recruited support and
pushed the project forward. Dozens of large and expensive
labs subsumed modest government seismic research facili-
ties. Other than the name of the project—LAVA (Laboratories
of the Auvergne Volcanic Area)—little was known about the
research that went on there.

Well, | worked there for several years, so let me tell you
what the main research was. The basalt and scoria the volca-
noes ejected has a unique and unexplained capacity to
absorb ambient mana. In effect, this made it prime material
for enchanting and alchemy purposes, but it also meant that
astral travel through the dried-lava-covered soil was next to
impossibie (most of the LAVA facilities are built underground
to exploit this).

Also of interest was a unique dual natured plantlife found
on this unique soil, and especially within key volcanic fis-
sures. Don’t ask for specifics, but the basalt lichen, as we
called it, has amazing potential for use as a terraforming
tool—say, to prepare Mars for colonization. LAVA scientists
were hard at work trying to genetically decode this lichen and
enable it to survive outside of the mana-rich Auvergne area.

- ¢ That explains why Ares was trying to hire us fo size up the
. LAVA labs back in 2060.
i o ChatNoir

Astral Blaze
Just as Saeder-Krupp knew the volcanoes would remain
dormant for many years, the corp also knew that a new dan-
ger was coming. In late 2061, as the comet streaked by, the
LAVA labs all battened down for eruptions that never quite
came—or at least, not as they expected. An eruption did
occur in December 2061—but in astral space only. Astral lava
flows covered the terrain, extremely dangerous to etheric
travelers and dual creatures, but otherwise harmless. Aside
~ from mild tremors, this display of astral pyrotechnics largely
-~ left the worl untouched.

, ¢ Yeah, except for that first poor astrally sensitive fragger who
: felt something passing through his aura. He assensed and found
himself standing chest deep in astral lava. Fried on the spot.

« @ Magister

Everything changed, however, on July 19, 2062, when
another astral eruption occurred—this time the astral con-
structs materialized into real lava. Astral lava and steam vents
suddenly appeared in solid rock, then materialized, spewing
steam, poisonous gas and molten rock in areas previously
thought safe. The astral wards on many LAVA labs were
breached, and the entire project was hastily evacuated as
lava and severe tremors took their toll.

Since then, the Auvergne area remains extremely
volatile and unpredictable, shaken by both real and astral
eruptions and lava flows. Saeder-Krupp has launched several
recovery operations, hoping to reclaim their labs and heavily
ward them, with only disastrous results so far.

© Empty labs are waiting. First come, first served.
e Goupil

e Strangely, Brimstone hasn’t mentioned the high frequency of
spirit sightings in the area. Free-roaming salamanders and
other fire spirits seem fo be having themselves a major shindig,
and they don’t seem fond of party crashers.

o Joker

Prometheus-II

The largest LAVA facility is Prometheus-ll, an under-
ground mini-arcology built on the outskirts of the ruins of
Clermont-Ferrand. Prometheus-ll is dear to Lofwyr, and the
facility is warded strongly enough that it remains manned,
intact and operational. Aside from its massive hydroponic
cultures, the Prometheus labs are focused on something deep
under the Puy de la Taupe (the Mole’s Well), the only volcano
that has never erupted.

e Prometheus-Il was heavily warded not to keep out the astral
lava, but because the burled remains of Clermont-Ferrand are
a shedim hive. Ashen zombles roam through twliight tunnels
and entombed streets, occasionally preying on Prometheus-
II's supply lines.

e Daegann

© Anyone ever heard of the Ley Line Theory? It says the chain-
quakes affer 2011 and 2042 would be related to the reactiva-
tion of ancient ley lines radiating from the Auvergne volcanoes.
A less advertised part of the hypothesis claims that another
chain would be set sometime in the 70s, this one leading North!
I bet Lofwyr wants to learn as much as possible about it to pre-
vent that from destroying his Parisian playgrounds.

e Mellakal

o Bulldrekl There must be something draconic under that vol-
cano. Maybe a dragon’s lair, or a nest with eggs. Or maybe
another dragon, not yet awake,

o Dragonsiayer

e Or maybe a big chunk of orichalcum the size of the moon
... Yeah, right!
o Pénombre
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all the ttalian Matrix jockeys | came across had strong cases of overblown egos. Anyway, I

chanced upon Jerdme Blanchet on a Helix SIG almost by accident and convinced him fo
give it a shot. Jerome is Franco-ltalian and does most of his business in the Confederation. His
crew specializes in courier jobs, and he knows the country better than most locals. Due to pop-
ular demand, we‘ve also found someone anonymous but qudiified to produce a primer on the
Roman Catholic Church.
o Synner

Transmitted: 02 June 2063 af 6:18:29 CET

HISTORY

Like much of Europe, la Bella ltalia has gone through some major shakeups. I've been liv-
ing here since my dad died during the Liberation of Greece, and I got to see a lot of the changes
first hand. The thing to remember is that, despite what the e-brochures sell you, the confeder-
ation isn’t one country: it is a patchwork of countries and cultures that stays together for politi-
cal and economic convenience. The Italian Confederation as we know it today—a coalition of
states comprising roughly the same territory once occupied by the Italian Republic—was only
born in ’45.

Through the Twenties, Italy was plagued by successive corruption and economic scandals—
a political earthquake that rattied the nation’s confidence in the establishment. Beyond our bor-
ders, the European Union ground to a halt and the economy slipped further into the dumps. Peo-
ple lost faith in government—any government. Politicians were in the pockets of either organized
crime or megacorps. Nationwide strikes followed by millions-strong protests took to the streets
of Rome and overturned government after government. Radical forces tugged the country left
and right, and all the while the Catholic Church called for political and national unity, reinforced
by conservative support it had won in the troubled post-Awakening years.

Then came the Euro Wars, and for a while our troubles were blotted out by imminent inva-
sion. Italian troops were mobilized to help Austria hold the southern front against the Russians
and the nation drew together behind its fighting men and women. Then the Alliance for Allah
struck Greece; before we knew it, the Jihad was knocking at our door, marching across the

UJ e had a hard time finding someone unbiased to put together this report for us. Seems like
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ITALIAN CONFEDERATION
AT A GLANCE

Government Type: Theocratic Confederation
Population: 52,785,500

Human: 78.5%

Eif: 4%

Dwarf: 4%

Ork: 1%

Troll: 2%

Other: 0.5%
Per Capita Income: 20,400€
Estimated SINless: 34%
Below Poverty Level: 22%
Corporate Affiliation: 42%
Education:

Less Than Sixteen Yeors: 25%

High School Equivalency: 45%

College Degrees: 22%

Advanced Degrees: 8%
Major Ethnic Groups:

Itakian: 75%

Sicilion: 10%

Abonian: 5%

Other: 10%
Major Languages Spoken:

Italian: 77%

English: 10%

Austrian /German: 10%

French: 5%
Major Religions:

Roman Catholic: 87%

Unaffiliated /Other: 8%

None: 5%
Currency: Euro (nuyen also accepted)
EvroMedis Coverage: 70%

Guaranteed Response Time: 12 minutes
Confederation Members:

Carnia

Emilia Romagnia

GeMiTo

Lombardia

Mezzogiomno

Papal States

Republic of Ferrara

Republic of Modena

Republic of Serenissima

Republic of Tuscany

Sardinia

Sicly

Trentino-Alfo Adige

Valle D'Aosta

¢
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Balkans, up through
Greece and Alba-
nia. The trid ran 24~
hour coverage from
the frontlines; sto-
ries spread of the
bloodshed in occu-
pied Greece.

In this time of
war, people turned
to the church for
solace and protec-
tion, and truth be
told, the pope’s
speeches of hope
and strength
touched even the
most cynical. |
remember riding to
church as a child
every other day
with my mother to
pray for my father
on the frontlines.

Then, as sud-
denly as it struck,
the Alliance crum-
bled and the war
was over. Europe
was in shambles,
countries
untouched by war
were ravaged by
economic reces-
sion and thousands
had lost their loved
ones—but for a

moment, we
seemed united.
The fighting

hadn’t even died
down in Greece
when we realized
just how dire the
economic situation
really was. The
politicians seemed
powerless to turn
the tide; the men
and women who
had returned
home from fight-
ing found them-
selves without jobs
or ways to feed
their families.

Things came to a head in what is now known as the Five
Days of Milan. Protests against ultranationalist Lega Nord’s
corp-backed rise to power spiraled into open rebellion. Rioters
tore through Milan, targeting government buildings and cor-
porate offices. This was not just an isolated anarchist insurrec-
tion, but a popular uprising as people vented two decades
worth of built-up tension. The military was called in, but was
unable—or unwilling—to put down the riots. The violence
raged on, causing billions of euros of damage and leaving
entire districts of the sprawl without basic services.

e The Army was six months from their last paycheck and they get
orders o shoot people who are bitching about much the same
thing! Some units simply stayed put, others took up arms in
defense of the people and some offered allegiance to local
leaders. It was a fragging mess.

o Dylan Dog

The government in Rome abandoned any illusion of bring-
ing Milan under control and collectively handed in its resigna-
tion. The next day Genoa and Turin fell as unrest spread. By the
time the government stepped down, the situation across the
country made legitimate elections impossible. Italy collapsed,
disintegrating into many different states as each area struggled
to keep ahead of the chaos by resorting to local solutions.

In a vain attempt to keep the nation together, a group of
local megas supported by Ares, Fuchi PanEuropa and Renraku
deployed troops at strategic industrial and power sites around
Rome and central ltaly, triggering a tense standoff between their
corporate and merc forces and the military who had sworn alle-
giance to the new local powers. The conflict was only resolved
when Pope John XXV stepped in to mediate a compromise
between corps and sindaci (mayors). During talks, the founda-
tions of what was to become the Papal States were discreetly set
in place. The sindaci and governors of the major provinces
around Rome promptly requested that their cities and townships
be brought into the Vatican State, a move that had widespread
popular support.

e That's a story that's, as they say heré, mal raccontata (badly
told).1 was in one of the merc outfits hired by Fuchi, and the way
things played out | always figured the corps were set up. They
went in believing somebody would guarantee public support for
their “peacekeeping.” Way | see it, His Holiness pulled the rug right
out from under them to jumpstart his own country.

o Graiser

e Ares, Fuchi and Renraku didn‘t completfely lose out. They
scored enough fresh, lucrative contracts with the Papal States to
be happy—they just didn’t get to be the ones in charge.

e Bandaguido

Life began to settle down and new governments coalesced.
Whether it was under the Cosa Nostra-enforced peace of Sicily
or the aristocracy of the Venetian Repubblica Serenissima, Italy
finally clambered its way out of the dark years—and in some




places, into prosperous existence. In mid-2044, the various
regions that made up what had been the Republic came togeth-
er again to form a loose alliance of states and city-states, and the
Italian Confederation was officially founded.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

e The single most powerful force In ltaly deserves its own cover-
age. We've managed o get some surprising information from a
reliable source in the church itself. He's asked to post anony-
mously because his material raises certain issues that are
apparently controversial within the church and rarely men-
tioned in public.

° Synner

THE SCHISM

Let me start by explaining that much of what I am about to
relate is intimately tied to events that most of our readers are too
young to remember. During the dark years of Europe’s new cen-
tury, the Mother Church provided solace, comfort and hope to
many whom suffered through the catastrophes, scandals and
growing crisis. Much is owed to Pope John Paul IlI's personal
popularity and intervention, despite the reactionary undercur-
rent of many of his speeches and pronouncements.

When His Holiness died suddenly in 2010 in the first wave
of VITAS, the College of Cardinals, realising a pillar of hope and
faith was needed in the midst of the chaos, looked for continuity
in someone closely associated with the previous popular pontiff.
Despite many moderates’ reservations, the late pope’s right-
hand man, archconservative Cardinal Vitali, was elected to St
Peter’s throne, taking the name John Paul IV in homage to his
predecessor and mentor. It is his legacy that divides the Roman
Catholic Church to this day.

Mere months after the new pope’s anointment, the world
was shaken by the events of late 2011: the first metahuman
births, the Ryumyo sighting and the displays of magic in the USA
and Ireland. The Catholic Church staggered; powers long con-
sidered unholy had apparently returned to Earth. The Awaken-
ing brought change unlike anything the church was prepared for
and the Vatican reacted in the worst fashion possible.

o The sighting of an actual live dragon must have had some of
the old geezers drekking their pants over the symbolism.
e Aldo

On January 1, 2012, during the traditional televised New
Year's Message from St. Peter's Square, Pope John Paul IV
denounced newborn metahumanity as “abominations in the eyes
of God.” A Papal Bull in March ratified the Vatican’s doctrine-set-
ting speech and added that “all things magical are unholy and
ungodly by their very nature.” Looking back, scholars have pro-
posed several scenarios, including the possibly that archconserv-
atives within the church encouraged the Pontiff's radical reaction.
Others believe it may have been prompted by warnings in the
Fatima Prophecies to which only the pope has access.

While the pope’s declaration expressed the fear and suspi-
cion of a significant number within the clergy and was welcomed
by a large part of the frightened Catholic population in Italy,

ITALIAN CONFEDERATION TIMELINE

2010: Pope John Paul |1l dies of VITAS and is succeeded by John Paul IV.
2012: Awakening causes reactionary, conservative backlosh and spawns
Papal Bull denouncing metahumans.

2013: John Poul IV dies and is succeeded by o moderate John XXV.
2014: The Church’s change of policy at Council of Bishops causes o break
with conservative German Catholic Church.

2024: Ponfifical doctrine officially changes with Imago Dei Encyclical and the
Awakened Schism is born.

2027-30: Successive ltalian governments collapse from coruption scon-
dals.

2031-36: Italian forces fight on both fronts of the Euro Wars

2036: Five Days of Milan signals the end of the Republic. Corporate and mer-
cenary froops seize key locations to ensure the peace.

2036: The pope negotiates a solution o the standoff between civil powers
and corporate peacekeepers.

2037: Papal States founded.

2038: Repubblica Serenissima, Mezzogiomo and Sicily found local govern-
ments quickly followed by other ity-states.

2044: Italion Confederation officially formed.

2057: Venice’s canals are mysteriously purified.

Spain, Poland and Bavaria, it also triggered negative reactions in
Catholic strongholds like Ireland, France, Brazil, the USA and
China. While public debate raged, the New Society of Jesus was
quietly founded and empowered to protect the Holy Church,
drawing its members from the ranks of the most radical conser-
vatives in the clergy and establishing its seat in Toledo, rather
than Rome like its sister order. The Mother Church stood divided
and the so-called “Awakened Schism” took root.

o Things got messy, and it was the faithful who were torn apart.
First the Church of Ireland secedes because of John Paul IV’s
antl-Awakened stance, America almost follows and then Ger-
many pulls out because of John XXV's reversal,

o Socio Pat

Pope John Paul IV died in 2014—according to all reports
peacefully in his sleep—at the age of 82. The Sacred College
reconvened for the fourth time in a decade. The election was dif-
ficult, and eventually a compromise was reached over a moder-
ate Brazilian Cardinal who ascended as Pope John XXV. John XXV
was to soon surprise everyone by giving his wholehearted sup-
port to what would become known as the Enlightened cause:
those among the clergy dissatisfied with the Vatican's previous
near-sightedness.

Change, however, does not come easily to an institution
such as the church. The conservatives in the Curia (the admin-
istrative body of the RCC) held the pontiff's reforms in check; it
took years of bargaining and delicate negotiation for changes
to manifest.
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e RCC 101: In political terms, the Curia would be the executive
body, administrating the church through a large number of Holy
Offices. These days it also doubles as the government of the
Papal States, shouldering responsibility for the day-to-day running
of the church. Though it answers to the pope, It conducts daily
business without consulting the Pontiff.

o €spion

The Awakened Schism has caused more doctrinal conflict
than any issue since the fourteenth century. It prompted the
secession of the German Catholic Church, as well as the issuing
of the Imago Dei Encyclical, accepting metahumans and magic
in the church’s eyes. It also prompted the founding of the
Sylvestrine order as a counterweight to the New Jesuits and con-
servative Catholics who challenged John Paul [V's proclamation
to the fold. Dozens of other minor battles erupt each year within
the church, many of them carefully kept hidden from outsiders.

o Let me get this straight ... these two sides have been quietly
tussling and trying to get one over the other for, what, forty years
now? Idiofs.

o Stone the Crow

.

o If it was only that simple! This goes far beyond a matter of faith,
It’s also an issue of power. There's a lot of dirty laundry on both
sides that is regularly used to tip the balance. It's as good a way
to make money as any other if you're operating in Rome, Madrid
or even Paris.
o Fleur-de-Lys

THE PONTIFF AND THE DIVIDED CHURCH

His Holiness Pope John XXV affected enormous doctrinal
changes, from Imago Dei in 2024 to the long-postponed
appointment of women to the priesthood in 2042. John XXV,
now 99, keeps a tenacious grip on life and the Throne of Peter.
Whether the public recognizes it or not, His Holiness has been
the lynchpin in an unparalleled change in mentalities within the
church in modern times. Long gone is the moderate, soft-spo-
ken Brazilian Cardinal, replaced by the charismatic and devoted
leader of the Enlightened cause. John XXV is a man of our times,
balancing the choices required to avoid an incurable schism that
would tear the church apart with his vision of the Catholic Church
for the next century.

If you have heard one of his impassioned speeches, you
cannot fail to comprehend that His Holiness truly believes that
the church and the Catholic faith should play a fundamental role
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in the betterment of all mankind. Even he acknowledges, how-
ever, that the church is ultimately a human institution and so has
its flaws.

e John XXV is incredibly spry and lucid for his age—suspiciously
so, In fact. His active agenda and traveling would tax a far
younger man. Nonetheless, age will win out eventually.| hear he’s
looking for a successor.

e €spion

e His Holiness’ cause is just and the Holy Spirit itself sustains him.
Even the unbeliever can sense the Holy Fire that burns within him,
He shall not fiag untii the unrepentant are brought low and
taught the error of their ways.

o Faithful Franciscan Dwarf

e Just goes to show there are fanatics on both sides of the
equation.
e Synner

The pope finds support among the “Enlightened” faction,
which counts a fair share of

The traditionalist, or “Conservative” faction as it's known,
remains close to the heart of the church. Though diminished, it
has strongholds in several conservative-minded countries that
supply reinforcements for the cause. Supporting it are the New
Jesuits, the Dominicans, Augustinians and a large number of
high-ranking Curia officials. The Enlightened are slowly stacking
the deck, but the Conservatives who hold sway over the Curia do
their best to disarm and delay the pope’s most radical changes.
The only thing keeping the schism from causing a repeat of the
break with the German Catholics is that both sides want to keep
the church united.

o | love the way they overlook the fact they're trampling all
over one of the traditions they're supposedly defending: Papal
Infallibility.
o Skeptic

THE CLERGY

Though I run the risk of oversimplification, the Catholic
Church is organized into two hierarchies: the Diocesan clergy
and those that follow the rules or orders of saints. The two are
not distinct and not only co-exist,
but mingle; there are Dominican

the younger cardinals,
much of the lower Diocesan
clergy and the more open-
minded religious orders
like the Franciscans, Bene-
dictines and of course the
Sylvestrines. Their agenda
is simple: to bring the
Roman Catholic Church into
sync with the realities of the
Sixth World, even if that
means bringing down cen-
turies-old doctrines and
prejudices. The Enlightened
hold a tenuous advantage
in the Council of Cardinals,
but their efforts are con-
stantly hampered by the
Curia, which remains a bas-
tion of conservative power.

GREAT ORDERS

MINOR ORDERS

Benedictines: Monastic guardians of the church’s heritage and ancient knowledge.
Carmelites: Healers, charity workers and missionaries.

Dominicans: Teachers, administrators, bureaucrats and diplomats.
Franciscans: Mendicant preachers, missionaries, healers and social workers.
New Jesuits: Guardians and protectors of the church and its congregations.
Jesuits: Teachers, bureaucrats, evangelists and judges of the church.

Augustinians: Protectors of the church’s libraries and Matrix systems.
Sylvestrines: Exorcists and magical protectors of the faith.

Hospitalares: Healers and warrior knights of the faith.

Trinitarians: Protectors of the oppressed and those under unlawful servitude.

parish priests and our current
pope is a Jesuit.

The Diocesan clergy is
responsible for ministering to the
Catholic congregations. It obeys
a rigid regional organization that
reaches from the local priest to
the bishops, the archbishops and
the pope. These are the people
that interact directly with secular
culture and wield influence over
mainstream society

The religious orders,
beyond their spiritual callings, are
charged with specific responsibil-
ities within the Christian commu-
nity. They are missionaries, evan-
gelists, educators, healers and
warriors of the church. Most take
lesser vows becoming friars or

e That's ‘cause appoint-

ment to the Curia is for life and most of the mummies that hold
ofice are conservatives who have been there for decades.
Replacing them takes time and it’s a race to see who outlives
who: the pope or the Curla.

¢ White Friar

e Problem with that is, when one of the Curia pops off 1o the
Pearly Gates, he usually has a like-minded successor lined up. If
the pope counters the nomination, he risks widening the Schism.
e Vat-lcon

monks; others take solemn vows
becoming priests. Regardless, all
subscribe to the rule of the patron saint of the order—an often-
demanding code of conduct and belief that goes beyond the
requisites of priesthood.

In the last century, the orders have become the hands of
Rome, their roles in the Sixth World refined by the needs of the
church, previous distinctions gone. There are six great orders
and dozens of minor orders within the church. The six are the
most widespread and well known: the Dominicans, Carmelites,
Franciscans, New Jesuits, Benedictines and Jesuits. For your infor-
mation I am adding a small list with the main orders, a few minor
orders and their official responsibilities.

Shadows of Europe [=]=]




[ hope my humble contribution will enlighten and aid you
in your dealings with the Mother Church.

o The Carmelites are now an all female order. Never thought I'd
see the day!
o Snow Fox

o So where the frag are these New Templars |'ve been hearing
about?
e Bung

o The answer Is: everywhere. But don’t tell anyone—it’s a secret.
© Redlity Czech

THE VATICAN

In return for acquiescing to his reforms, the Curia forced
the pope to give it effective control of the Papal States and the
Vatican's secular institutions as a compromise. The Curia is will-
ing to wait, knowing the church will outlast the current pontiff;
the time can be used to shore up its own influence within the
Vatican's institutions. Subtle anti-metahuman bias is already
felt in the civil bureaucracy and the strictly human Swiss Guard.
John XXV is aware of the problem festering away within his
realm and I am certain he will address it soon enough.

The Curia numbers hundreds of officials, chosen from the
orders and Roman Diocesan clergy. Real power lies in a handful
of officials, bishops and cardinals who lead the holy offices or
congregations that handle the day-to-day affairs of the Mother
Church. Though His Holiness’ reforms have increased metahu-
man representation, the Curia’s membership remains to a large
extent defiantly Conservative, though nowhere near as reac-
tionary as they were eatlier in the century.

e Cardinal Ventura is the outspoken public head of the Conser-
vatives but he’s foo much of a traditionalist to openly oppose
the pope. Cardinal Beaumont, head of the Holy Congregation
of the Doctrine of the Faith—yes, the Inquisition is still around—is
the one doing the real damage. He blocks any papal move he
can simply on principle, and his influence is extensive.

e Vat-lcon

o With His Holiness hitting 100 any day now, he'd better start
cleaning house soon.
o Linate

e Who says he isn't? Two bishops stepped down recently under
mysterious circumstances and were replaced by Enlightened
partisans. All | have to figure out now is how he did it.

o White Friar

The sources of the Vatican’s power remain much the same
as they have been for centuries:

Economics
Though it's odd to think of the church in such secular
terms, an immense part of the Vatican's power lies in its formi-

’

dable financial and economic assets. Whether invested in art,
real estate or financial institutions, the Vatican’s total assets and
reserves have never been calculated. Conservative estimates
place it at the level of a contemporary extraterritorial corp. That
brings up the fact that it actually, officially owns a couple: the
Polish media and Matrix giant KOB and a sizable chunk of the
Spanish Banco Espaiiol group.

e The Vatican also has centurles-old ties with Switzerland, hence
the Swiss Guard. Less known are the Swiss bank accounts holding
billions of nuyen for the church.

o Assis

Knowledge

The Vatican Library has the most extensive known reposi-
tory and datastore on the planet. Since the Dark Ages, the
church has stored, preserved and reserved for its own use
countless valuable volumes and the knowledge therein. No one
outside the highest ranking Vatican librarians and the pope
knows the full extent of the Vatican’s collection. Those that are
public cover every aspect of human endeavor since the empires
of antiquity, from physics and philosophy to demonology and
witchcraft. Since the advent of the Internet, the Vatican has qui-
etly been working to digitally store and cross-reference this vast
store of knowledge. Though they have the funds to do it
they’re nowhere close to completing it. The Vigilia Evangelica,
a branch of the Augustinian order, oversees this task and man-
ages the Vatican’s Matrix systems.

o With hosts benchmarked at Red-6, they’'ve gotta be hidin’
somethin’!
o Arclight

o The Vatican is the largest repository of pre-Awakening mystical
lore in the world. Tomes and scrolls collected over two millennia
are stored in secret vaults. Even the Vigilia Evangelica doesn’t
know everything they have on hand. The Sylvestrines and Tem-
plars are highly interested in many of these of course, but fac-
tional politics sometimes keep the orders from getting what they
want—and some the pope has decreed off-imits o everyone
except him. it makes you wonder what they do with the stuff they
do get their hands on, eh?

o Magister

oThe Vatican has employed some of the best cryptographers
throughout history; in the late twentieth century their codes were
still outwitting CIA specialists. it's not surprising their encryption is
this good today.

o Red Wraith

Politics

As the official capital of the Papal States, the Vatican rather
than Rome sits at the head of the Italian Confederation Council.
The Confederation is weak and has little true power, but it occa-
sionally musters the will to advance some joint project or policy.

100
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The position is decisive, however, in that it controls Italian for-
eign policy and NEEC representation.

¢ The way things are run on the council, it's pretty obvious there’s
a deal going on between the Papal States and its southern
neighbors in Mezzogiorno and Sicily. And we all know who runs
those states, don‘t we, boys and girls.

© Poly-Sci

e The rumors of Vatican ties fo the Mafias go back centuries but
have never been proven conclusively. Some of the scandals
back in the twenties had to do with Vatican and state-owned
banks laundering Mafia money, but even then it was never
established they did It knowingly.

e €spion

Religion

There are more than 800 million Catholics spread across the
face of the Earth (though the number who actually regularly prac-
tice the faith is much smaller). Estimates say that the number of
churchgoers has been dwindling since the height of the Euro
Wars. Regardless, the church’s opinions and policies hold real
sway over public opinion in a variety of countries around the
globe. Besides Italy, Amazonia, Azania, Spain, Poland and even
France have particularly influential, opinion-making churches that
take an active interest in the well being of their congregations.
The church-sponsored Opus Dei movement, labeled a policlub
by today’s media, is another way in which dedicated lay
brethren advance the church’s causes.

e The schism is complicating matters since both sides are accus-
ing one another of being at the root of the slip in attendance.
e Socio Pat

o Don't forget that the New Jesuits and Templars do what they
can fo help the falth along In places like Aztian, Tir na nOg and
China.

e Marco

THE PAPAL STATES

Nestled at the heart of the ltalian peninsula, the Papal
States are a coalition of Catholic Sees, cities and provinces
centered on the Vatican, representing the seat of power of the
Roman Catholic Church. Ever since the failed “corporate coup”
of the mid-thirties, The Roman Curia has run the show, though
the dirty work of civil administration is handled by locally
elected administrations. Despite the hype, the truth is that the
negotiated settlement between corporations and civil author-
ities left the corps in control of more public services and infra-
structures than most people think.

The Papal States are the most prosperous, influential and—
arguably—the most powerful member of the Confederation.
Under the Pax Vaticana the region has flourished. Many national
corporations relocated to Rome after the fall of Milan and Turin.
Most major megacorps with a presence in Italy have head offices

here, making it the most obvious place to pick up shadowtrade
in the region.

While it’s the busiest and most modernized of the Italian
states, there’s also an almost palpable sense of history and nos-
talgia permeating the entire region. I've always found it hard to
feel comfortable here. Something about it seems to be a living
contradiction: secular and religious power overlapping, corpora-
tions and centennial families vying for influence over the Curia,
faithful and skeptics filing dutifully into church.

Outside the bustling cities and industrial parks, the country-
side is speckled with villages and small towns, vineyards,
orchards and the villas of old money and corporate elites stretch-
ing as far as the eye can see. Unsurprisingly, all roads do indeed
lead to Rome.

e The Swiss Guard, the Vatican’s historic guardians, has been
expanded and now patrols the entire Papal States. The guards
also pack real armor and weapons now, so don‘t be fooled.

o Guardini

© Yeah, but they still look silly in thelr yellow and purple getup, and
they can be seen blocks away!
© Roman Rake

ROME

Rome is known as the Eternal City, an expression that
means little until you've been there. This is a place where the
cobblestones are steeped in age—even if SOTA fiberoptics now
run underneath them. The city breathes history with its old archi-
tecture, museums, historic sites and an omnipresent sense of
nostalgia. Even the corp districts among the old city streets are
completely integrated; strict city planning limits modern con-
struction in central Rome. The city’s low-built buildings hug the
rolling landscape, giving the impression that the city sprawls for
kilometers in every direction when in fact it is smaller than many
modern metroplexes. The narrow streets of the older quarters
make traffic a nightmare.

e Roman traffic laws are more like optional guidelines—no one
uses GridGuide unless they have to. Don’t be surprised if parked
cars block in your getaway vehicle, or if your shortcut down a
one-way is suddenly blocked by someone going the wrong way.
o Charioteer

Rome has a thousand sites to visit and not all of them are
the mundane tourist stuff. The Coliseum, for instance, appears
complete and lit from within on some nights of the year. A mage
acquaintance of mine tells me St. Peters’ Chapel is a religious
experience if seen on the astral.

o Sunday mornings in Rome are amazing. Everybody goes to
church and the city looks empty until about noon, and then the
doors open and the crowds flow out after Sunday Mass. Enter-
prising sinners know when to make the best of the situation.

e Géa
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The most powerful corporations, and those that can afford
them, keep their head offices in the prestigious downtown dis-
tricts surrounding the Piazza di Spagna. Given the limited space
available, corps keep the bulk of their high-rise offices and mini-
arcologies beyond the city center. In the downtown districts,
many of which are closed off to traffic you'll find the headquar-
ters of the Agnelli group, Renault-Fiat, Index-Axa but also Ren-
raku, Ares and Shiawase (inherited from Fuchi).

There's also both a sense of peacefulness and urgency on
the streets of Rome during the day; probably the sight of sarari-
men dodging crowds of tourists and the troupes of priests and
nuns that you seem to come across every few minutes.

By night, all bets are off. Red light districts spring up round
unexpected corners, places where the Mafiosi keep their own
violent peace and dealers and joytoys sell their wares within
walking distance of St. Peter’'s. Rome seems to thrive on this
seedy underworld and it's not uncommon to see the city’s rich
and powerful among the darker types that populate the night.
The influence of the Camorra and the Cosa Nostra is everywhere
in the shadows, their tentacles reaching all levels of society, from
street dealers to bishops.

e The Camora’s top dog in Rome is Luigi Cattani. Note no use of
the term Don—Cattani dislikes the title, as he’s a self-styled mod-
ern Mafioso. He leads the families within the Roman branch and
has ambitions regarding the rest of the syndicate.

o Never

o I'd heard the rumors, but thanks for the heads up. It explains why
Don Feretti’'s been courting Bonelli and the Neapolitan branch.
It's in his best interests that the Camorra doesn’t come together.
e Buscettino

THE OTHER STATES
by Jeréme Blanchet

The Italian Confederation is made up of numerous states
and city-states; I'll cover those that I think are the most impor-
tant to us shadow folk. The remaining states are referenced in
the attached map and include Valle d’ Aosta, picturesque alpine
Trentino-Alto Adige, Olgitechnology’s hometown of Verona and
the clannish island nation of Sardinia, among others.

GEMITO SPRAWL

The Special Administrative Zone of Genoa-Milan-Turin
(GeMiTo) was written off as a catastrophe zone when the author-
ities lost control following the Five Days of Milan. The collapse of
central government and the end of the Republic left close to ten
million people abandoned to their fate. The region degenerated
into a lawless territory of burned-out office blocks and run-down
husks of buildings, ranging for hundreds of square kilometers.
Anarchy ruled and people made do as they could; thousands
died in those first years.

o It's hard fo believe, but GeMiTo is a barrens the size of a small
country. Doesn’t anybody give a damn about the waste?
o Fantfosi




© Have you any idea how much it would cost to rebuild? Who's
going to foot the bill without any immediate benefits? Nah, the
corps like things as they are. Gives them a playground to do as
they please without interference.

o Skaven

Unlike their political counterparts, the corporate powers
weren’t ready to write off a huge part of their manufacturing and
administrative assets in northwestern ltaly. Companies like
Renault-Fiat, Fuchi PanEuropa, AG Chemie, Olgitech and Renraku
fortified and isolated their assets behind barbed wire and walls.
Guards patrolled these enclaves to keep the masses out, but most
came under siege from the desperate people on the outside.

As months passed, the corps realized the situation could-
n’'t be sustained indefinitely. They struck a deal with some of the
various local powers emerging from the chaos. In return for
being left alone within their “domains,” the gangs, slum barons
and citizen groups are allowed to leech power, water and sup-
plies. Despite the truce, though, the enclave walls have stayed
up. Today the corporate neighborhoods and industrial facilities
are still patrolled by APCs and corpsec in milspec armor with
orders to shoot any trespassers. They get away with a lot
because they maintain the basic roadways and services every-
body else leeches from.

GeMiTo itself has changed, becoming an unwashed hive of
humanity with its own laws and rules. Rural areas are farmed by
small armed groups, while the derelict urban and industrial land-
scapes are ruled by different gangs, family clans, centri sociali
(collective social centers) and whatever organizations sprang up
spontaneously, each making do as they can.

Port of Genoa

Though the GeMiTo coastline is ruined by pollution and the
derelict remains of real estate speculation, the port of Genoa is
still active, especially in “free trade” and piracy. The port is under
the firm control of the Camorra, who also run several sweatshops
and auto-hack facilities here.

e You’'ll hear praise for Naples and Trieste, but Genoa has no
security or customs at all except Camorra soldati. The downside
is it's a buyers market.

e Gottardi

Societa Thaumaturgica

Turin’s old town center remains remarkably undamaged
despite the burnt-out ruins mere blocks away. Some say this is
thanks to what'’s hidden in the catacombs of the Grande Madre
Church, others claim the Holy Shroud still resides in the Guarini
Chapel protecting the area, while yet others wonder stranger
things. What is known, however, is that the center of Turin hous-
es the Societd Thaumaturgica, a free school for the Gifted run by
Sylvestrine friars.

° Many a sfreet witch and mage has been tutored by the
Sylvestrines, and most alumni fry to pay back the debt of grati-
tude to the Societd by helping out when they can.

¢ Botolo

The Markets

Markets, known as Fiere, take place every three weeks,
alternating between what used to be central Milan, Genoa and
Turin. During the Fiere, market-goers are protected by a cease-
fire agreed upon by all the various factions. The markets them-
selves use an amazing mix of barter and currency to sell a huge
variety of products needed to keep GeMiTo going. Enough
business is still conducted in and out of GeMiTo for euros to be
in use, but stick with the physical currency if you can. Few par-
ties carry a credchecker here. If you're looking for fuel,
firearms, basic medical supplies, water filtration gear, agricul-
tural produce from the outlying farmlands or even just infor-
mation, this is where to go.

© Most transactions are bartered. There’s even a barter system in
place for labor. Real simple: an hour’s medical treatment for an
hour’s worth of a mechanic’s work. Fail to pay up and you're
kicked from the system by word of mouth.

o Glovanni

If you known where to look or have a local guide, there’s
also a lot of exotic merchandise for sale. These markets are the
only place I know, for example, where you can find telesma and
handcrafts from the Valle d’ Aosta. The only thing you won’t tend
to find are body parts and (meta)human slaves—the anarchists in
the area tend to disfavor trading in (meta)humans, and there’s
enough of them that such business has been pressured out.

o The Valle d’ Aosta is a meta-friendly but isolationist member of
the Confederation that broke away when GeMiTo crashed. Nes-
fled on the Franco-Swiss border in the Alpine valley of the same
name, Aosta later joined with the seceding Swiss Canton of Ticl-
no to form a thriving, yet insular, metahuman community.

o Carabas

Managing the peace at some (but not all) markets and tak-
ing a cut is the GeMiTo branch of the N'dranghetta. The local
n'drise holds allegiance to Donna Allegra. They're the true
power brokers in many rough parts of the sprawl, enforcing their
deals with brutal force. Their bloody MO fits particularly well with
the lawless factions of GeMiTo.

e Ultraviolence is thelr trademark. | saw a crew drop a fully armed
seven-man AG Chemie squad that sfrayed onto N'dranghetta
turf. They ambushed the squad close quarters, moving like
greased lightning. A bloody massacre it was. The N'dranghetta
didn’t fire a shot and came out without a scratch. | for one am
not forgetting to pay my pizzo!

o Skaven

e Yeah, but in other markets the N'dranghetta aren’t even
allowed In—the other factions cooperate to keep them out and
arrange their own local justice. So check up on the local situation
before you do anything foolish.

o Antagonist
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NewVara

NewVara is the largest of the various tendopoli (tent towns)
with almost 500,000 inhabitants. It abuts the neighborhood
where the Grande Fiera is held in the old Milan train station. It is
collectively managed by one of the more benign powers in the
sprawl, an anarco-leftist group called the “Leonkavallo.”

o There are a bunch of these centri sociali in GeMiTo, dating
back more than a century. Who would have thought these anar-
chist and leftwing squatter communes and collectives would
ever amount to anything!

o Pierrino

The Hole

This hilly district is a triangle between three corporate oases:
Renault-Fiat Complex 1, AG Chemie’s processing plant and Shi-
awase Industrial Facility IX. The area is a scavenger's paradise,
since all three corps use it as a dumping ground for the materials
they're supposed to be recycling and disposing of under other
countries” environmental laws. The corp-run enclaves are beyond
any government control and anything goes here. I'm sure most
of the horror stories you hear aren’t entirely true, but sometimes
you'll find the byproducts of illegal experimentation, failed pro-
duction runs and just plain toxic waste thrown “into the hole.”

o Trash-diving heaven, if you're wiling fo take the risks. Half the
stuff that gets dumped is actually still useful in some way, but
there are diso fun things like biohazard waste. The devil ratfs that
prowt the Hole are bigger than corpsec cybermutts, not to men-
fion the other mutant critters that have survived “disposal” or just
found the place an inviting spot to live.

o Skaven

FLORENCE/CENTRAL REPUBLICS

The Republic of Tuscany, the most significant of the central
republics, successfully resisted assimilation into the Papal “com-
munity” for decades. This was due in no small part to influential
old money families such as the Medicis and the money that flows
through the Republic’s numerous small corporations. A few
years back, though, it folded and came under Rome’s influence.
Like other central republics, Tuscany maintains independence,
but follows the Papal States’ policies on every major issue.

e | remember reading on the Nexus about the dirty tricks the Vat-
ican pulled to break the Tuscan government using their secret
stormtroopers, the New Templars. Anybbody who had any doubt
what the pope reaily wants for ltaly should take heed!

o Thomas

o Not everything that happens within the church happens with
the pope’s consent and approval.
o Snow Fox

Tuscany is celebrated for its Renaissance art and architec-
ture—for a certain postcard traditionalism—so you may be sur-
prised to hear that it hosts most of Italy’s smaller tech-oriented

e

companies. Florence, the capital, hosts all that remains of the
once-huge Italian media industry. Sol Media Group and Ares
Global Entertainment control the biggest production studios, but
Florence sees a lot of action in the media scene both above
board and below. A ot of business spills over to the shadows,
both family politics and intercorporate operations. Compared to
many other regions in Italy, Tuscany is a comparatively safe envi-
ronment for shadow folk.

e Keep an eye on the Medici and Donato families. They're what
we would call powerbrokers who negotiate and arrange dedls
between the most diverse parties. Today, an arranged marriage
between a Habsburg scion and a French heiress. Tomorrow, a
deal between Sol Vacaciones and the Cosa Nostra for a new
Sicilian resort.

o Spider

e Countess Cecilla Medici Is yet another Grand Tour staple. Her
charms and wiles are on par with Ms. Romanov’s, and her list of
former lovers ranges from megacorp heads to British diplomats.
e Gossip

NAPLES/MEZZOGIORNO

Capital of the southern Italian state of Mezzogiorno, Naples
has kept its Mediterranean charm and appearance as well as its
traditional bustling and noisy atmosphere. The Confederation’s
second largest city embraces the Bay of Naples, while in the dis-
tance Mt. Vesuvius majestically dominates the horizon. The bay
extends from Cape Misena in the north to the Sorrento peninsu-
la in the south and is dotted with smaller settlements.

Naples is troubled by overpopulation, high unemployment
and a low per capita income, as well as pervasive corruption and
crime. As the main economic and industrial center of impover-
ished Mezzogiorno, it draws the companies with any significant
presence in the region—and those that seek employment with
them. The only significant presences are Lider (Aztechnology),
Shiawase Envirotech and Olgitechnologies; most of their offices
and facilities lie on the outskirts of Naples.

o It's assumed that Olgitech Naples’ breakthroughs in genetech
were behind the mother corp’s recent takeover by Yamatetsu.
e 0111011001

e Lider is Aztech’s huge retail operation, with a distribution net-
work that covers all of Europe. Which begs the question: why
plant a main distriibution hub in an offbeat place like Naples—
unless you're moving stuff you don’t want people fo know about?
o Carabas

o Interesting neighborhoods include the Old Spaccanapol
Quarter where you can get the most awesome dedals on con-
tfraband and ilegal wares and the waterfront Santa Lucia dis
trict that caters to tourists and has some great places to party
at night. :

e Neapolitan Nico

1o4
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Naples is a lively seaport, with shipyards and tourist centers
as well as commercial and industrial outlying districts. The port
sees heavy trade: each day of the week, ships come and go to
all points of the Mediterranean and beyond. It's not all corp
freighters, either: you'll also see independent tramps, African
smugglers and miscellaneous freebooters. Naples is a natural
market for North African and East Mediterranean wares, but any-
one doing business here should take note: Naples is the Camor-
ra’s backyard and they take a slice from every pie—a fixed 10
percent. Known as the pizzo, most people in Mezzogiorno pay
it willingly, since law enforcement is lax and one of the benefits
is that the syndicate extends its protection over you.

e Corruption is endemic. No politico would think of going against
the Camorra.
o Micio

e The Camorra divides its [talian operations geographically. The
Neapolitan branch handles most of the traditional trafficking and
rules Mezzogiorno. The Roman branch handles all the fransna-
tional and financial aspects of the organization. A smaller branch
in GeMiTo handles production and distribution of illegal wares
and illegal waste dumping.

e Criminalist

Mezzogiorno is one of the poorer parts of Italy, with barely
any corporate presence and a loose government born of necessi-
ty rather than any real national unity. It's a slice of Italy no one
could be bothered to control. The occasional agricorp farm dots
the landscape, but otherwise it’s all small villages and run down
townships scraping a living off the land. The population is scat-
tered and quality of life is low. Many of the rural communities are
isolationist, with weird groups of all stripes that prefer to live
where they can’t be bothered. The east coast has seen some lush
growth, however, thanks to the changing climate in the Adriatic.

o A friend of mine says it’s the perfect place to get lost ...
e Prospero

e The reason it's been mostly abandoned is that it was never a
very productive area. The soll was generally poor and high main-
tenance and there weren’t that many industrial resources to
make it profitable. That’s beginning to change, though. The cli-
mate switch has upped the agricultural production, and in the
past few years many smaller agricorps opened experimental
facilities out here.

e Bandaguido

SICILY

The Mediterranean island state is blooming, especially along
its eastern coastline. I've heard the weather changes in the
Mediterranean are due to the seasonal proximity of the Erebus
maelstrom in the Adriatic, and they've impacted most of south-
eastern Italy. This has started to change the sleepy and serene
landscape, adding greener, vivid colors to the island’s tradition-
al desolate pastels.

o The Erebus is a strange phenomenon that sprung up off the
coast of Greece after the Awakening. It's a seasonal storm front
that migrates from the Aegean to the Adriatic every six months
following some arcane route. It has changed weather patterns in
the Central Mediterranean, but it's better known for falling on
unsuspecting ships with gale-force winds and raging storm
clouds, making them vanish without a trace.

o Weatherman One.

White-walled Palermo, capital of the island and nominal
seat of government, lies on the northwestern coast, though true
power resides among the south coast villas of the Cosa Nostra
families. Several resorts, hotels and marinas occupy the same
coastline, providing the backbone of the island’s legal economy;
the rest remains pastoral- or maritime-based. “Legal” is the
operative word, however. An inordinate number of specialty
banks, import/export houses and offshore holdings make Sicily
their home. The bulk are legitimate businesses cashing in on the
fiscal paradise the mafia has made of Sicily, but a large number
are shells for Cosa Nostra and Alta Commissione holdings, used
to launder proceeds from their operations and facilitate transna-
tional ventures.

Sicily’s independence simply allowed it to fall under the
complete control of the Cosa Nostra. Not only does the Cosa
Nostra keep the peace and sponsor the civil authorities, but it is
quite popular with the Sicilian people. Members of the Famiglias
are treated as aristocracy.

o And if they aren’t, some heads gonna be broken. Right!
o Bung

The Mafiosi couldn’t have asked for a safer base of opera-
tions. It's a well-known fact that Don Feretti has convinced the
other members to hold Alta Commissione meetings on the
island. As Capo di tutti i Capi of the Cosa Nostra, Don Feretti also
conducts his own syndicate’s Cupola business from his fortified
villa. Apparently Feretti hasn’t been off the island or seen in pub-
lic in more than two years, delegating all “foreign” matters to
trusted lieutenants.

e ltaly’s entrance into the NEEC has stirred up the hornet’s nest
real good. Sicily and Mezzogiorno were dead set against it in the
Confederation Council, but Serenissima sided with the Papal
States and Central Republics to swing the vote. How the ltalian
authorities are going to handle EuroPol intervention is anyone’s
guess, but some of the syndicates are gearing up for war.

e Lupin

e | know of at least one not-so-friendly attempt by the Camor-
ra to change the Papal States position—my guess is there were
others.

e Never

TRIESTE/CARNIA
Trieste is a fiercely independent and vigorous port on the
Adriatic. The city is @ major nexus for trade routes into the Balka-
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ns and Central Europe and it shows; the architecture mixes Aus-
trian, Turkish and Western European influences. ESUS and Maer-
sk have significant presence on the docks of this key trade port
and have a lot of pull with the local government. To remain eco-
nomically viable and independent from expansionist Serenissi-
ma, Trieste has implemented huge incentives to draw corpora-
tions and businesses. Thanks to that and the fresh brains being
churned out by the old university, quite a few megacorps have
chosen to invest in the small city-state. Unfortunately, the more
drab corps get involved, the more Trieste sells out and loses
some of its charm—reminds me of Marseille, actually.

o Trieste has been a university town for over 400 years and has
some of the most comprehensive Antiquities and Matrix tech-
nologies programs in Europe. It also makes for one weird combi-
nation of alumnae.

o That Paclo

e The big player in Trieste’s underworld is the Sacra Corona Unita.
Like all the Italian mobs, they take a cut of all the action in town,
be it bank heists or smuggling ops.

e Megalo Don

Carnia is the alpine region in the northwestern corner of the
old Italian republic; it was a staging area for fighting operations
during the Euro Wars, but these days it’s a minor state that draws
little attention. The infrastructure was never rebuilt after the wars,
leaving the country undeveloped, mostly rural and surviving on
a pastoral economy. The people are pretty insular, but the need
for foreign credit makes most more helpful than they would oth-
erwise be. Many people supplement their meager income by
helping out the Mafiosi or Balkan outfits that use Carnia as a way-
point on their arms and black market routes.

e Carnia’s a great place to slip info the Balkans. Make sure you
have a guide with you, though, the Balkan Alps are spooky and
treacherous.

o Bora

o Rumors abound of the Apep Consortium uncovering some old
ruins in Carnia. Lots of noise on the docks. Lots of interested par-
ties too.

o Kirke

VENICE/SERENISSIMA

Serenissima is the Confederation’s second most prosperous
state. Its success in recent years has led to expansionistic politics
in the Adriatic region. Bulk sea trade is the name of the game
and Venice vies with neighboring Trieste as the major hub for
commerce with Central Europe. Several Venetian interests spe-
cialize in luxury goods and tech items that are too upscale for Tri-
este’s market, but fit in perfectly with Serenissima'’s rich aristo-
cratic elite.

The economically troubled provinces surrounding Venice
were fortunate to receive many of the wealthy financiers and

L4

industrialists who fled the fall of Milan and Turin in '36. ltaly’s
ensuing economic and political bankruptcy allowed the local
wealthy elites to build themselves an aristocratic government—
inspired by the old Venetian Patrician families—with an elected
Doge as head of government. Not surprisingly, there’s a huge
resentment among the Patricians, especially those of Milanese
origin, towards Rome’s influence in the Confederation and
Venice is the only capital actively fighting it. While many Central
European bluebloods relocated to Kénigsberg, many deposed
Danubian and Italian nobles preferred Serenissima.

@ Venice is host to the Grand Tour for a couple of weeks every
summer. Dinners and grandiose balls cover bucket loads of
intrigue and plotting. As the saying goes, “lt's a great job if you
can getit.”

o Reliant

Venice itself is an enchanting place, made even more
beguiling by the changes in the last decade or so. The perpetual
toxic stink has lifted as the canals mysteriously cleared up over
five years ago, making the city even more of a tourist trap. The
Doge claims it was the result of a revolutionary new detoxifica-
tion process, but nobody believes him, and the vaunted process
hasn’t been used anywhere else since.

o Something even stranger happened fo the city’s foundations.
Not only has the soll hardened but it's changed composition as
if by alchemy. The city stopped sinking completely eight years
ago and no longer needs the tidal barriers put up in the Twenties.
o Dr Zeus

The Doge maintains certain areas off bounds to foreigners,
and corporate offices are restricted to the Lido—individual
islands in the Grand Lagoon that are the property of various
corps. There’s also a fixed permanent population limit for Venice
and the larger islands—everyone else commutes from the main-
land. Venice enforces several other harsh restrictions, such as
mandatory tracking bracelets to all non-residents and an
absolute ban on firearms of all sorts for anyone not in the service
of the Doge. All visitors are thoroughly searched on arrival for
weapons, and only bladed weapons are allowed in.

e My favorite dive in town is actually underwater: an old sunken
submarine atf the bottom of one of the lagoons that operates as
a private runner bar. Access is through the carefully disguised
conning tower. For the right amount, you can get Giuseppe fo set
you up with a cot. The walls are also insulated against the frack-
ing bracelet’s broadcasts.

e Deep One

e Forget underwater. Underground there are kilometers of rat-
filed catacombs linking the islands. Every few years rumors
spread of people disappearing during guided tours down there,
but this year a party of six redlly did go missing.

e Panik
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on.What I do know is that things are moving at a fast pace, jJudging by the number of run-
ners getting jobs in Tricity and Warsaw-t£dz. I've asked a guy named Invisible, who has
worked with ail the major factions, to update us on the local situation.
e Synner
Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 6:24:23 CET

S ince the Polish civil war began last year, it's been hard to get stralght info on what’s going

Most people think Poland is a post-industrial nightmare where some rag-tag guerrillas
duke it out with the Russian Army. Think again, chummers. There's a lot going on since the
Martyrs’ Uprising eight months ago, and the big players are getting ready for a summer
showdown. If you're thinking of coming, you might as well know what kind of mess you're
getting yourself into.

I'll start with a little history, as told by General Marszalik himself. He’s been a player
since the Euro Wars, and he’s both honest and objective. A bit biased towards the Libera-
tion side perhaps, but it still beats what the nationalists are writing.

A SHORT HISTORY OF POLAND

by General Michat Marszalik, Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Liberation Army

Our troubles began in the early years of the new century, when Russia started expand-
ing westwards. Toxic disasters, VITAS and the Year of Chaos were too much to bear. The
people turned to their government for protection, giving it sweeping emergency powers.
The 2010s saw Polish forces aiding rebels in the occupied Baitic States and Belarus in what
became known as the Border Wars. Vast industrial programs were launched to support these
war efforts, but corruption and mismanagement gave the growing corporate powers most
of the profits. By 2029, Poland was heavily in debt, and the Crash was the killing blow.

When the Border Wars re-ignited in 2030, Poland was too poor to keep up its support.
Russia sensed our weakness. The Kaliningrad Incident, where Polish aircraft reportedly struck
Russian military installations with cheaply made fuel-air bombs, gave the Russians a pretext
for war. In 2031, they invaded our homeland and the Euro Wars began. Our Army was
smashed by General Justzin at the battle of Olsztyn, clearing the road to Warsaw. After three
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POLAND AT A GLANCE

Government Type: Militory Dictatorship
Population: 38,300,000
Human: 74%
Eif: 3%
Dwarf: 8%
Ork: 11%
Troll: 3%
Other: 1%
Per Capita Income: 240,000 ztoty
(12,000%)
Estimated SINless: 39%
Below Poverty Level: 36%
Corporate Affiliation: 41%
Education:
Less Than Twelve Years: 15%
High School Equivalency: 65%
College Degrees: 15%
Advanced Degrees: 5%
Maijor Ethnic Groups:
Polish: 87%
Russian: 6%
German: 3%
Ukrainian: 2%
Other: 2%
Major Languages Spoken:
Polish: 88%
Russian: 25%
German: 8%
Maijor Religions:
Roman Catholic: 76%
Christian Orthodox: 5%
Unaffiliated /Other: 9%

None: 10%
Currency: Itoty (nuyen and euro dlso
accepted)

Exchange Rate: 1 ztoty = 0.05¥% (1¥=
20 Z?oz)
BioMed Coverage: 60% (NRP only)

Guaranteed Response Time: 25 minutes

months, all hope
was lost, though
Army Group West
fought on for anoth-
er year before the
remnants escaped
to Germany.

e Warsaw had no
reason to bomb
Kaliningrad. Media at
the time said the
generals went solo,
but Russian spooks
still brag about how
they bombed a
rebellious unit and
blamed Poland for it.
e Poly Tick

o Russia’s first move
was to bomb the
dikes holding the
toxic waters of the
Mazurian Lakes. The
Polish soldiers that sur-
vived the floods
retreated to Olsztyn,
but  they were
dready beaten. The
Russians also killed
200,000 civilians, but
they just called it
“collateral damage.”
o Warrior ‘53

o Actually, Polish vet-
erans say the dikes
exploded all by
themselves. The Rus-
sians summoned
spirits to flood the
Polish lines, but they
lost confrol when
the splrits went toxic,
driven crazy by the
combination of pol-

lution and war. That’s what turned Mazury Into a wasteland.

o Jantar

The Russian occupation lasted for three years, leaving

behind a million dead, three million refugees and a devastat-
ed country. The succession of post-war governments never
managed to repair the economy. In 2039, the Poles were still
poor, hungry and unemployed. The Night of Rage brought out

all of their resentment, and the riots lasted for weeks. The
betrayal that followed is infamous: President Wojciech
Rybinski asked Russia to step in and stop the violence.

o Saeder-Krupp all but demanded this move. They bought most
of Poland’s heavy industry at bargain prices in the late *30s and
needed a strong government to make them turn a profit.

o €spion

The Russian Army moved 200,000 soldiers into Poland,
and Rybinski declared martial law. The following month he
proclaimed himself President of the new National Republic of
Poland and vowed to restore order and prosperity. In truth, he
was under the control of a military chief advisor who answered
only to Moscow.

The coup took the Poles by surprise. When they finally
reacted, the structure of repression was already in place. Russ-
ian soldiers kept order while Internal Security rooted out rebel-
lious leaders. In just a few years, Poland was under their thumb.

e The problem is that in the beginning, the Russians did bring
back some order and prosperity, so the Poles laid low hoping
they'd eventually go away. When the corps started bleeding us
dry, it was too late to do anything.

e Babinicz

The 2040s saw the growth of heavy industry producing
cheap parts for Russia and Europe. As working conditions got
worse, the corporations’ profit margins increased and a new
aristocracy grew rich and corrupt. At the same time, Poland
saw the appearance of its first organized resistance: the AK,
short for Armia Krajowa (Domestic Army). AK’s high-profile
assassination campaign sent the invaders a message: “If you
want to be here, watch your back.” Russian vulnerabilities
were exposed, restoring the morale of the Polish public. By
the end of the decade, the Poles were getting tired of
exploitation and eager to do something about it.

From 2053 onwards, waves of unrest increased. Strikes
and riots brought down the economy, but the elite kept their
profits while the people paid the price. Worsening living con-
ditions fueled more unrest in a vicious circle.

As the standard of life degraded, Rybinski’'s grip on power
weakened. By the end of the decade, the soidiers were back on
the streets. The AK and various resistance factions began to
coordinate efforts, even making contact with the Husaria, a
mercenary group established from the remnants of the Polish
Army that had escaped back in the Euro Wars. Before long,
serious plans were in the works, and a government-in-exile
was established in Paris to build international support.

By 2062, the resistance was ready to start a revolution.
A decision was made to free Poland in one swift move. At
9:30 on November 2, 2062, All Souls Day in the Catholic cal-
endar, a message was broadcast to the Polish Matrix: “Today
starts a new chapter of Polish history: the National Liberation
War. If you love your nation, stand up, take your weapon and
fight. If you are an enemy, leave our country, or prepare to
die. —AK.”
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POLAND TIMELINE

2005: Russia annexes Belarus. Beginning of the Border Wars.

2010: Suwatki Underlake Mine collapses; the Mazurian Lakes become toxic.
2011: Awakening of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. OSwigcim
becomes a ghost fown.

2012: Polish troops enter Belarus to protect refugees, occupying Grodno and
Brzedé.

2030: Polish gircraft allegedly attack Russian army bases with fuel-air bombs
in what becomes known as the Kaliningrad Incident.

2031: Russian invades Poland. The Suwatki dikes are destroyed, and toxic
waters flood eastern Mazury.

2034: Russia withdraws after the end of the first Euro War. The following five
years see thirteen technocratic governments come and go.

2039: Rybinski creates the National Republic of Poland with Russian military
support.

2040: Military forces surround Bia+owieski forest and the Mazury toxic zone
and dedlare them under containment.

2044: The AK (Armia Krajowa) resistance group assassinates Chief Advisor
Baranov in Moscow’s airport 48 hours after his nomination.

2047: Matopolska becomes o Free Trade Zone, its government subcontroct
ed to SaederKrupp.

2051: Providence Corp. takes over administration of the city of Czestochowa.
November 2, 2062: The Martyrs’ Uprising marks the beginning of the Lib-
eration War.

November 2062: Tricity declures independence, and the dragon Catozerca
is first spotted flying over Krakdw.

This was the signal for an AK-organized revolt. Simulta-
neously, AK cells attacked Matrix nodes, police stations and
army bases throughout the country. Deckers from the Polish
Cybernetic Institute in Paris launched Operation Cruise to par-
alyze the Polish Matrix, halting business in major cities and
panicking the elite. The Russians were dazed and caught by
surprise. At the same time, the Husaria mercenaries—
renamed the Liberation Army—crossed the Czech border in
small groups, massing at the Sudeten Mountains and prepar-
ing an invasion.

® The Russians knew trouble was brewing, but they weren’t pre-
pared for the full scope of it. The secret police had grown lax
since the Euro-Wars, and they were still coping with the troubles
that SURGE and the comet’s pass had brought about. The resis-
tance was worried about S-K, but the corp had its own prob-
lems to deal with. So they took the opportunity and risked it alll,
because they knew they wouldn’t get another chance.

e Poly Tick

The Polish people saw that the fight had begun, and with-
in hours they were on the streets. Over the next few days, the

]

authorities lost control of several cities, while the Liberation
Army advanced as far as Wroctaw.

The Martyrs’ Uprising almost succeeded. But at the height
of the emergency, Russian Chief Advisor General Suchov took
control of the Polish forces and put a bloody stop to the riots.
The Liberation Army offensive was pinned down by massive
airstrikes. Lower Silesia became the Free Republic of Poland
and Tricity remained independent, but countless martyrs died
for these gains.

o The AK was sacrificed for Free Poland, but we’ll settle that
account after the Liberation War.
e Babinicz

For the last few months, Russia has been trying to re-
establish order in Poland. Riots and strikes continue, and so
does brutal repression. General Suchov has thrown old
Rybinski aside; it is now clear who rules our nation. The Liber-
ation Army is holding the line, but Russian forces are setting
up for a counterstrike.

Our future hangs in the balance. The Poles are poor, hun-
gry and tired of years of oppression. Buildings and roads are
breaking down; food, water and electricity are rationed; and
technology and magic are in the hands of the powerful, who sell
their scraps in the black markets. Differences in race and religion
are weak compared to our united suffering. But this war
restored our hope, and that is why we must keep on fighting.

Don't let the flame of freedom die.

o Lovely. Just remember, chummers: by Polish standards,
Marszalik is a moderate.
o Flak Jack

THE TWO POLANDS
by Invisible

Okay, now that you have the big picture, we can focus on
the major power players and what’s happened to them since
the Uprising. Things are changing fast, so keep yourself updat-
ed. Most of Poland is still in the hands of the crumbling
Rybinski regime and its henchmen (we call them rybokrats,
but that’s not exactly polite). Russia’s still dazed and chasing
after the AK while Saeder-Krupp tries to weasel its way out
without losing nuyen. On the other hand, Free Poland is being
carpet-bombed and the guerrillas took a lot of casualties. So
no one’s placing any bets yet, and smaller powers like the
church keep playing both ends against the middle.

Confused? I'll try to sort out the mess for you.

THE NATIONAL REPUBLIC OF POLAND (NRP)

Perhaps it's not clear outside Poland that the NRP is
breaking apart. In truth, only the Russian army keeps things
from collapsing. Factories are closing down due to worker
strikes or plain old sabotage while the unemployed masses
line up for rations or take to the streets. Rybinski looks broken
and tired since Minister of State Stanistaw Wiacek resigned
just after the Uprising. Rybokrats with vision are making their
escape plans while squeezing as much nuyen as they can from
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the system. And even though the military is on the streets and
Internal Security is everywhere else, they're concerned about
rioters and guerrillas, so petty crime is on the rise.

e Only for the poor. The big boys are all protected by Perun
Security rent-a-cops. They have military weapons and fraining,
because they wouldn’t be safe with anything less.
- ® Warrior ‘53

o True. It's everyone for himself in Warsaw now, and the
rybokrats are hiring outside talent to hide their past and smug-
gle out their assets. Even Rybinski’s said to have arranged his
exile in Vladivostok.

e Babinicz

The Russian Factor

Since the Martyrs’ Uprising, Russian forces have been the
mainstay of Polish defense. The Russians have twelve armored
divisions along the Silesian front line and in strategic locations
inside the country, supported by twenty combat wings based
in Katowice and Poznan . Their air force keeps the Liberation
Army pinned down, while the UGB (Russian intelligence)
hunts AK cells aiongside Polish Internal Security.

e Russian soldiers hate being sent to Poland, but that’s no won-
der—mobs and invisible terrorists always make Iinfantrymen
nervous. “Accidental” shootings by Russians on patrol have sky-
rocketed.

o Flak Jack !

o Every now and then, nervous Russian soldiers kill one Pole too
many. The people get angry and riot, the tanks are called in ...
you can figure out the rest.

e Warrior ‘53

e And after the riots calm down, there’s always a convenient
new incident to liven things up again.
e Poly Tick

All Russian forces fall under the command of the Chief
Advisor, General Mikhail Suchov. For the last few months he's
also acted as Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Army, which
has caused a lot of resentment in the ranks and more than a
few desertions to the Free Polish side. Suchov’s an old guard
neo-Soviet who fell out of favor with the Kremlin; he's known
for pragmatism and thoroughness.
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Despite Suchov’s efforts, the Russian presence hangs in
the balance. Their military expenses were always covered by
the Rybinski regime, which got its money from the corps.
Rybinski's been short on nuyen since the Martyrs’ Uprising,
and it’s unlikely Moscow will pay up the full bill. On the
other hand, Russia would be humiliated if their forces just ran
away from the Liberation Army. While the debate in the
Kremlin continues, Suchov has orders to make the best with
what he has. So far he’s been trying to bomb Free Poland
into a peace deal.

o Suchov still has many nationalist friends at the High Com-
mand back in Moscow, and there’s a flurry of backstage
maneuvers there over the “Polish question.”

o Poly Tick

o That’'s why hgs hiring runners to do his dirty work: he can’t
trust the UGB anymore.
o Werewolf

Saeder-Krupp

Most of Saeder-Krupp's Polish companies were merged
in '51 to form the mining and industrial giant Konglomerat
Przemystowo-Wydobywczy (KP-W, or just the Konglomerat).
KP-W is now one of the biggest European suppliers of coal,
steel and industrial chemicals. The Konglomerat and other S-
K subsidiaries represent over 40 percent of the Polish econo-
my. S-K’s most important assets are located in the Matopols-
ka Free Trade Zone, a region around Krakéw where it holds
full government powers.

Saeder-Krupp’s brand new Polish coordinator is Jirgen
Schur, a low-profile veteran of S-K Prime. He got his job just
after the Uprising and has already made quite a few changes.
Working conditions at the Konglomerat's factories, for exam-
ple, have improved, at least by Polish standards. He's also
been at odds with Rybinski and Suchov on a number of issues,
from the level of civil repression to the military expense bill.
It's interesting to note that since Wiacek ’s resignation, there
are no Polish cabinet members linked to S-K.

e Wigcek was an S-K lawyer before his nomination as Minister
of State. He was so taken by surprise by the Uprising that he
gave no orders to the Army for twelve hours; they panicked
and just shot anything that moved. It fook Suchov almost a
week to sort out that mess.

o Warrlor ‘53

e If you're so sure Wigcek screwed up, how come he’s back at
S-K Prime?
e 0111001101

Lofwyr seems to have changed his mind about Poland, and
not just because the recent Uprising cut into the Konglomerat’s
profits. The wyrm has been distancing himself from the regime
ever since the corp war in the late 2050s ended. Most runners
think that he’ll take advantage of the war to declare Matopols-
ka extraterritorial. But I've been following S-K's efforts to make

contacts in Free Poland. Though Lofwyr doesn’t have much
credibility with them yet, he’s crafty enough to broker a peace
deal and come out on top.

o This will never happen! Lofwyr’s been too fraggin® close to
the rybokrats to pass as Poland’s chummer now.
o Warrior ‘563

o Believe what you will, Warrior, but guess who Wigcek’s been
meeting with since he went back to S-K Prime? General
Marszalik.

o Babinicz

FREE REPUBLIC OF POLAND (FRP)

Free Poland is little more than half a year old, and it
shows. Officially it's a democracy, but the Wroctaw-based
government hasn’t been able to hold elections for the pariia-
ment (Sejm) or assert its authority much beyond the city.
Strategic sites fall under the rule of the Liberation Army, but
elsewhere things are quite confused. For now, everyone is
focused on the civil war, but this balance is precarious and will
probably break as soon as the conflict ends.

e Get real. There’s already a dozen players and factions—from
conservatives and nationalists to eco-socialists and anar-
chists—jockeying for best position so that they can be the ones
to bring the victory to the people and get themselves nice
and entfrenched in the new power structure. And just because
they agree that Poland should be free from Russian control
doesn’t mean they agree on how Poland should be run, so
expect plenty of friction.

o Machaijski

Liberation brought with it a spirit of work and sacrifice
that seems contagious and contradictory. The economy is in
tatters, so most people live on bartering, church handouts,
rationing and other expedients. Publicly, Free Poland is
financed with funds accumulated for years by the Paris gov-
ernment-in-exile and donations by expatriates, but there’s a
lot more military gear being imported than charity can explain.

o All those heavy weapons that arrived during the winfer had
to be paid for somehow, unless Ares Arms has decided tfo
extend some kind of credit o the Free Poles ...

o Battle Pole

e Actually, most things Wroctaw’s been getting, from equip-
ment to merc work, have been taken on credit or paid with
business licenses. When Poland is liberated, there’ll be many
favors to pay.

o Babinicz

The Liberation Army is Free Poland’s main military force,
while the Domestic Army operates underground in occupied
territories. Together, they launched the war that liberated
Lower Silesia, and they're planning a new campaign to start
soon, the much anticipated “summer drive.”
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no oIUInED

THE LIBERATION ARMY (AW)

The retaking of Silesia made the Armia Wyzwolercza
hugely popular. Even attacking with surprise, the odds were
against the AW, and it suffered heavy losses. Though it can
field three armored divisions and a great number of light
infantry units, the AW is an ad-hoc mixture of green recruits,
experienced former Husaria mercs, AK guerrillas and Nation-
alist Army deserters. A smattering of magicians, specialized
mercs and a few hundred thousand volunteers who act as
logistical support and irregular fighters complement this force.
These irregulars are armed with obsolete weapons, but they're
very enthusiastic about using them.

The army runs the war using its own judgment; the
Wroctaw bureaucrats just sign the paperwork. General
Michat “Daddy” Marszalik has led the AW since '32, when he
transformed Army Division West into the Husaria mercenar-
ies. They fought in both Euro-Wars and worked for many
employers around the world until they were recalled to form
the Liberation Army. Some detractors feel that Marszalik has
sold out to the corps, but no other faction can rival his popu-
larity, tactical decisions or Husaria support, so he remains
firmly in control.

o Daddy made some powerful friends during his merc days, at
least powerful enough to make the Germans and the Czechs
look the other way while his troops were crossing the border. |
wonder how many favors he owes them ...

e Babinicz

Another figure on the rise is General Andrzej Wysocki,
formerly of the NRP Army. He’'s famous for leading a rebel-
lious heavy armor brigade on a rampage from Szczecin to
Wroctaw during the uprising. Wysocki and Marszalik have had
a falling out in the past few months over the “summer drive”
plans. Wysocki’s been pushing for an offensive against
Krakéw, but Marszalik doesn’t want to step on Lofwyr’s toes,
so he’s pushing for an attack on Poznan that could open up
the road to Warsaw-+ 6d%.

o Wysocki has ignored the chain of command frequently, and
he seems keen on getting to Krakéw before anyone else. You
think there’s something in his past that he wants to keep hid-
den? After all, he has already betrayed one side ...

o Babinicz

® Wysocki has a rybokrat past, but his ties with the AK go way
back. He was passing intel to the resistance at a very high risk to
himself before switching sides. Nowadays, at least, he doesn’t
deal with the enemy.

o Warrior ‘53

THE DOMESTIC ARMY (AK)

The Armia Krajowa pulled off the Martyrs’ Uprising all by
itself and suffered for it. Their support network took a lot of
casualties when their agit-prop agents in the corps and unions
exposed themselves. Ironically, the uprising also caused them
a cash flow problem, since many of the shop owners and small

businessmen that used to pay the “Freedom Tax” closed dur-
ing the aftermath. Internal Security and the UGB hunted down
many AK guerrillas (known as bojownicy). Only the most ruth-
less and paranoid survived, and they want blood.

o AK’s agit-prop and spy networks are shadows of their former
selves; these days it focuses mostly on guerrilla tactics like sab-
otage, assassination and cyber-warfare.

e Poly Tick

o | met a few bojownicy last month when we were raiding a
Red Vory compound near t 6dz. They were angry with the Lib-
eration Army generals for forgetting that the AK took the brunt
of the casualties during the Uprising. Seems to me that some
rebels will only be happy If the AK is running the show after the
revolution.

© Bullet Head

e |'ve heard that some cells went solo, but | thought most of
them were siding with Catozerca ...
o Battle Pole

The AK was formed back in '39 by General Kruk of Polish
Intelligence. He taught them to operate in very small cells;
each has its own specialty and defines its own targets. A
group known as the Komisja (Commission) coordinates strate-
gic planning. Supposedly, Kruk himself still runs the show, but
he hasn’t been seen since the '40s.

o The Komisja uses the Kaper smuggler network to keep In
touch with Free Poland. I've smuggled weapons and explo-
sives to Warsaw-t6dz and brought some peopie out, but I've
never seen Kruk.

e Werewolf

The AK still has a widespread base among the Polish
people and keeps networks in all major cities. The most effec-
tive network operates in Warsaw-L6dz. It has joined forces
with the Warsaw Syndykat, a local crime outfit, to take control
of the streets from the Red Vory. Warsaw-L 6dz’s most famous
bojownik is Captain Zbik (“wildcat”), an ork known for getting
inside the rybokrats’ turf, making flashy attacks and then dis-
appearing afterwards. Go to the sprawl, and you'll find that
most walls have a message: “Captain Zbik will find you.”

o When Invisible says 7bik disappears, he means It literally. 7bik
has had some powerful magic supporting him since he was in
Praga Prison two years ago. That’s got to be what bailed him
out, ‘cause no one gets out of there allve these days.

e Babinicz

e |I've heard 7bik SURGEd when he was in Praga. He’s not show-
ing his face as much as he used to—Internal Security knows him
too well. Anyone know what his changeling features are?

e Bullet Head
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o He has long claws ... maybe something else. But he’s still the
same ork inside.
o Warrior ‘53

OTHER POLISH FACTIONS

Many factions carefully avoid taking sides in the power
struggle, including the powerful Catholic Church, most corps
and various underworld groups. While the Free Poles welcome
any powerful faction that can help them, the rybokrats keep
everyone under close scrutiny, allies or not. Most corp and syn-
dicate operations are under surveillance by Internal Security.

The Church

The Roman Catholic Church is strongly entrenched in the
spiritual and economic life of Poland. Ever since Rybinski took
power, it has consistently denounced corporate excesses while
aiding their most frequent victims, the poor and the unem-
ployed. It can afford charity, since it owns a number of tempo-
ral assets, including the giant Providence Corporation. The
priesthood has a traditional outlook, siding with the Vatican’s
conservative faction. Polish priests aren’t as biased as in Spain,
but their interpretation of Catholic doctrine is quite strict.

e This means that metahumans can be ordained priests (and
there are a few), but magic beyond hermetic or Sylvestrine
teachings is deeply mistrusted, Wiccans, druids and shamans
are considered dangerous heathens.

e Jantar

e Polish bishops argue that a solid, unchanging doctrine keeps
the faithful strong. They fail to see that doctrine is sterile if it
doesn’t keep pace with the changes that God has brought
upon His world.
o Fallen Father

The church’s power base is Czestochowa, City of the
Saints. Three million pilgrims from all over Europe used to
visit Our Lady’s sanctuary there every year, hoping to catch a
glimpse of the apparitions of the Apostles that have appeared
at Jasna Gora hill since 2023. Polish pilgrims also flock to the
charity hospitals maintained by the Carmelite nuns, where
they can get food and medical assistance, all shown live on
Rebirth 3V.

e You can’t blame the church for a little publicity, considering
the bad rep it has in Europe ... and you can’t deny that the
charity hospitals are the only social security most Poles ever
get.

e Babinicz

e The church is careful never to define the exact nature of the
apparitions, but it never denies popular beliefs either. The
Sylvestrines actually think they’re very, very old—much older
than Christianity.

e Fallen Father

.

o | was with the crowd at Jasna Géra watching the mgjor sight-
ings in “61. They looked a lot more civilized than primitive Slav-
ic tribesmen. If the Sylvestrines are right, we have a lot of histo-
ry to rewrite ...

e Jantar

Currently, Cardinal Wojtowicz and Rybinski have a sort of
gentlemen’s agreement. The priesthood may point out the
regime’s mistakes and suggest some reforms, as long as it
doesn’t actively support Free Poland. Suchov’s a lot more
pragmatic. He doesn’t want to make waves, but he’s ordered
a few arrests when the criticism got out of hand. Surprisingly,
Saeder-Krupp has also been courting the old Cardinal, and in
last Easter’s sermon he offered the Konglomerat as an exam-
ple of ethical corporate behavior.

o [ronic, Isn’t it? The church is actually giving lessons of realpoli-
tik to those Rybinski-loving Polish corps. Of course, they won't
follow old Woj’s advice, sihce nowadays “low-cost” is the only
thing going for them In the foreign markets.

e Cynic

o Without S-K's neutrdiity, the Liberation War will be a blood-
bath. Dealing with the Devil is questionabile, but the Poles never
asked to be martyrs in the battle between Good and Evil.

o Fallen Father

o Very correct indeed, but what about those priests making ser-
mons about AK'’s righteous struggle and giving them sanctu-
ary? The church's hierarchy has been exceptionally lenient
when they’re caught.

o Poly Tick

Providence Corporation/
Korporacja Opatrznosci Bozej (KOB)
Head Office: Czestochowa, Poland
President/CEO: Father Piotr Znaniewski

KOB is an AA extraterritorial media and financial giant
that keeps a low profile and has a reputation for stability and
confidentiality. Though owned by the church, it avoids open
involvement in Polish politics or matters of faith. Subsidiaries
like Kénigsberg-based Bezpieczny Bank have strong financial
ties with the Vatican. Since the '50s, Providence has quietly
bought out most of the European Catholic media and is now
turning its attention to Matrix technology through its sub-
sidiary PolNet.

o KOB has been known to stand against Saeder-Krupp when it
has a chance; PolNet, for example, was a joint venture with
Yaomatetsu o gain a foothold in the European Matrix market.
Their conservative outlook Is more obvious in the heavy moral-
izing tone of their media ventures, but that’s exactly what has
made them appealing to the Catholic public.

o €spion
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e Rich Catholic families throughout Europe are also preferred
customers of Bezpieczny Bank, especially when they’re Opus
Dei members.

o Poly Tick

The Corps

Besides Saeder-Krupp and KOB, only Yamatetsu has
significant assets in Poland, thanks to their Russian connec-
tions. AG Chemie and Zeta-ImpChem own a number of
coal-processing and chemical plants in Warsaw-L6dz. Ren-
raku’s subsidiary Gaz-Niki used to own most of the auto
industry, but since the Corp Wars it has been losing ground
to S-K's BMW.

e Yamatetsu’s electronic plants in Poznah were the target of
elght AK afttacks Iin the last weeks, and the word in Moscow is
that they re lobbying for Russia to send more troops. Scan this:
some of Suchov’s army friends are backing the plan. Seems like
he’s trying to turn the tables on Lofwyr and get a new patron.
¢ Poly Tick

e Shiawase also has some close ties the Free Poles, inherited
from Fuchi PanEuropa. Who do you think funded Operation
Cruise? Do you think a bunch of green deckers could take
down the Polish Matrix? When the Free Republic takes over
Poland, you’ll see Shiawase take Saeder-Krupp’s place as the
power behind the throne.

e Conspir-l-see

Things are different in Tricity. Since the secession, corps
like Shiawase, Ares, Kvaerner-Maersk and Proteus AG have
invested heavily in the city, hoping to gain a foothold in the
Polish market. A local corp, Pomorze ZS, holds the strongest
position; it has consolidated its assets since the '40’s, buying
up most of the refining industry and the Gdansk shipyards.
CEO Roman Pawtowski has a good relation with the Kaper
smugglers; he helped them set up Tricity's secession and
holds a share of the city’s government.

¢ 7S stands for Zespol Stoczniowy (Shipbuilding Conglomerate).
Pomorze ZS made itself known by buying Shiawase Atomics
= assets in the Baltic States. Pawtowski wants to become the
| major player in the Baltic; he is rumored to have signed a con-
- fract with Proteus AG for building a Baltic Sea Arkoblok in
- Gdansk.

E ¢ €spion

There are also many small Polish corps, but they've
always depended on Rybinski for government contracts and
keeping the workers quiet. They've been pressured to help
the war effort since the Uprising, but the strikes and riots are
hitting them pretty hard. One exception is Perun Security; it
has made a lot of nuyen by providing the rybokrats with top-
notch security. Perun specializes in retaliatory strikes against
AK’s civilian network.

Another rising star is BioMed. Founder Joanna Falejczyk’s
bioware clinics churn out a few surprises every year, and both
Yamatetsu and Saeder-Krupp have shown an interest in taking
over her company.

o Falejczyk worked a long time for Celltec Bioengineering in
Basle before founding BioMed, but she always played down
that connection. I’'m sure most of her “novelties” are just stolen
Swiss tech.

e Schweitzer

o There are rumors that BioMed cuts research time and expens-
es with extensive human testing on political prisoners. Rybirfski
supposedly got some pretty nasty viruses in exchange, and he'’s
keeping those as a last resort if things go wrong.

o CyberSpy

o That’s just the kind of rumor Lofwyr likes to start. Makes his
“peace deals” seem all the more appealing.
e Dragonslayer

Underworld

The Red Vory have dominated the most profitable parts of
the crime scene for years, thanks to their contacts inside the
Russian Army. Their main operations are manufacturing BTLs
and forging credsticks in the rundown parts of Warsaw-£6dz,
which they smuggle to Moscow via Belarus. Funds are laun-
dered back to Poland via legitimate businesses. The most
powerful organizatsi belongs to Sergei Lukin. It’s based out of
Minsk, but has a big network of Russian-speaking immigrants
working for them in Warsaw-L6dz, Poznan and Krakéw.

The Polish crime outfits, called Syndykats, used to run the
prostitution and black market operations, but were divided
due to infighting. Things started to change in '61, when War-
saw-L6d7’s crime boss, Rudy, was killed, allegedly by Vor
Lukin himself. The AK stepped in and brokered a deal
between Zbychu, Rudy’s son and successor, and Jacek Wisner,
boss of the Katowice Syndykat. The month that followed saw
a bloody wave of killings as the two mobs absorbed the small-
er ones. When the Uprising came, they started hitting Lukin's
assets. Nowadays they're strong enough to threaten Red Vory
dominance in Poland.

o Besides the smuggling ops, Lukin also has a lot of nuyen
invested in legal rybokrat corps. My sources tell me he’s lent a
hand to Internal Security to protect his assets. Looks like the
AK'’s little move backfired.

e Poly Tick

Warsaw-L6d# has the largest Syndykat, and they are the
most involved in fighting the Red Vory. Most of its members
come from the city’s street gangs, making it large and disor-
ganized. Vor Cherkezov has taken advantage of this to infil-
trate it at a very high level, up to placing his sovetnik Krzysztof
Wegwitz as Zbychu’s right-hand man.
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The Katowice Syndykat is tighter, structured around the
large and powerful Wisner family. They've got very good con-
tacts with the Kaper smugglers and make a hefty profit
importing high tech from Germany and taking military tech-
nology from Polish Army depots.

e | had a close encounter with some kind of Polish hit-and-run
specialists in New Orleans when | was working for the Zobop.
The word on the street was that Dona Kozlowski had hired AK
muscle, but guess what | found out: Jacek’s mother was born
Beata Koztowska. You figure the Wisners have family ties across
the pond?

e Connor Black

*

o The Wisner family gets a couple of new members every year
Old Wisner is rumored to be a nosferatu; people working for his
Syndykat have seen him around, even though he officially died
in '58.50 I'd say that his “family” is expanding into the New World.
e Conspir--See

o I'm sorry, chummer, but there ain’t no conspiracies here.
Some bojownicy have been selling their services since the
Uprising; they just think nuyen speaks louder than freedom.

e Babinicz

The Kapers
These Polish pirates have outgrown their Kronstadt roots,
and nowadays they’re a mutual protection group for raiders
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and smugglers operating anything from hydrofoil boats to
rigged trucks. Theoretically, all “captains” (gang leaders) have
a vote at the Kaper Council in Tricity, which serves mostly to
coordinate things when there’s a threat to the organization. In
practice, most only bother to show up when they need help,
so current leader Artur Skrzeczanowski has a free hand.

° Non-Slavs call him Skrzecz, or just “that ugly Troll. He was with
the Kronstadt pirates for a long time before coming to Tricity,

~ bringing with him a nifty little sub he calls Cygaro. He's a leg-

end fo the younger generation, even though Cygaro has been
In dry dock ever since Tricity seceded.
® Werewolf

The Kaper smuggling network has ties to both Vor
Cherkezov and Lobatchevski, giving it many contacts in Scan-
dinavia, Germany, the Czech Republic and the Ukraine. Their
main business is smuggling weapons and high-tech wares into
Poland to be sold on the black market. Since the Uprising, the
oldest Kapers have been investing their money into solid busi-
nesses; many own shares in Tricity’s government.

¢ Skizecz himself owns § percent of Pomorze ZS stock. Some
Kapers don‘t like this new business approach, but they’re also
the ones who don’t show up to the council. Sometimes | think
we're becoming more like the Mafia than most of us wish.

o Werewolf

INTO THE FRONTLINES
By Invisible and Werewolf

If you're coming to Poland, there are a few routes and
places you should know about. Special thanks to Werewolf for
making us privy to some Kaper knowledge. I've organized his
info by the NRP’s provincial divisions (called voivodships),
regardless of who currently owns each territory, because it’s
easier for us Poles to follow that way.

THE NORTH: POMORZE AND MAZURY

People left this region in droves after the Baltic died and
toxic tides started hitting the coast. Most cities are centered
on factories; surrounding them are stretches of dying forest
filed with nasty critters that escaped from the Mazury-
Biatowieski Containment Area.

Free Tricity

Since it seceded from the NRP, Tricity has been a gateway
to Poland for both corps and enterprising runners. Though the
Kapers were responsible for the secession, they gave day-to-
day ruling to Tricity Corporation (Korporacja Tréjmiasto, or T-
Korp). T-Korp provides civic government and minimal law
enforcement for the city’s three million people. Both the Kaper
Council and Pomorze ZS have seats on the Board of Directors.

¢ Actually, the Kapers would rather have some kind of Berlin-
by-the-Baltic anarchist dream, but Pomorze S strong-armed

them into assuring some order. Wartime politics required a unit-
ed front; T-Korp won't last longer than the Liberation War.
o Poly Tick

The northern half of Tricity is neat and tidy corporate
ground. Gdynia is an industrial complex built around the Port
Pétnocny harbor and is property of Pomorze ZS. Despite the
Uprising, it’s still the main outlet for Polish exports, and
there’s heavy industrial traffic with Warsaw-L6d# (which
makes this border a lot more porous than the rybokrats would
like). The Sopot sprawl is where the corps keep their head-
quarters and employees.

To the south there’s Gdansk, the Kaper’s turf. Nowy Port
harbors everything from Kronstadt ships to old independent
freighters, and sailors on shore leave fill the rundown bars and
whorehouses of the classical Old Town. It's a rough and vio-
lent place where T-Korp cops don’t go, but the Kapers usual-
ly show up before the fights turn into riots.

o The Kapers usually hang around the Long Quay, a canal filled
with boats and holo screens advertising all kinds of pleasures
and high-tech wares, Many of the boat-shops are docked
Kaper fraders making some extra nuyen; they're a prime spot
to find someone who’ll smuggle you into Poland.

o Ozzle

Mazury-Blatowieski Containment Area

The Containment Area includes the Mazury Toxic Zone
and Biatowieski Forest. Mazury was the site of toxic flooding
during the '31 invasion. It includes such cheerful places as the
Suwatki toxic swamp and the haunted Olsztyn battlefields.
The animal and plant life that survive here have mutated into
one of the nastiest ecosystems anywhere. Bia towieski Forest
has been growing and getting wilder since the Awakening.
More than a few paranormal creatures live here, and they're
very aggressive with trespassers.

e Those that tried to cross through Biatowieski and survived
claim that the forest Is intelligent. Go in too deep, and you’ll
find your path blocked and changing behind you. No one has
ever gotten out of the deep forest.

o Sclence Bytza

© The trees are finally awakening from their long slumber. Leave
them alone, or suffer the consequences.
e Jantar

The Containment Area was formed in 2040 to enclose the
critters terrorizing the Mazurian countryside. Biatystok was
evacuated, and Russian soldiers were deployed all around.
Since the late '50s, this has also been Rybinski’s favorite spot
for deporting dissidents. After the Uprising, though, Suchov
withdrew most of the soldiers. A few brave smugglers have
been crossing what is now Poland’s only unguarded border.
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e Some parts of the areq, like Biatystok, aren’t all that danger-
ous. I've heard that some European governments wanted to
know exactly what happened in the battle of Olsztyn—there
were charges of chemical weapons and “dirty” bombs,
among other things. Rybinski probably established the Con-
tainment Area to cover up for the Russians.

o Babinicz

e Once | was paid good nuyen to go fo the ruins of Tykocin,
where Biatowieski and Mazury meet. Our Johnson wanted some
samples of these little black bushes that process the toxic wastes
In the ground, the forest’s way of growing over the swamp or
something. At least that’s what our botanist told me, just before
she was captured by a sorry gang of people led by some kind
of toxic shaman. | bet they didn’t give her a clean death.

o Kalinin Warrior

HEART OF POLAND: MAZOWSZE AND WIELKOPOLSKA
This is where most Poles live, a crowded maze of apart-
ment towers, factories and corp greenhouse farms to feed
them all. The whole region has been slowly decaying since
’53, and many towns show signs of disrepair or collateral riot
damage. Security is tight since the Uprising, so count on fre-
quent army checkpoints and random Internal Security sweeps.

The Warsaw-L6di Sprawl

Warsaw-L6d% houses eight million people and covers
most of Mazowsze with vast industrial monstrosities, ugly
towers and sticky black smog. Inside the security wall is cen-
tral Warsaw with all of the rybokrats’ houses, corp headquar-
ters and fancy shops. The sprawl beyond the gates is known
as Dzungla (the Jungle), a huge maze of industrial clusters sur-
rounded by dormitory quarters, connected by a web of high-
ways and subway lines. The Jungle’s been boiling since the
Uprising, and even with army patrols and helicopters flying
overhead, riots are frequent. The army’s worst nightmare is
citywide disorder, so suppression of riots is quick and brutal.

o Those that survive are put in Praga Prison. You can see it from
central Warsaw, just across the Wista: a whole city block sur-
rounded by a guard wall, crowded with more than 100,000
inmates sleeping In stairs, back alleys or wherever they can
manage. Many die of cold or hunger or some nasty epidemic.
Any deal you can make is betfter than going there.

© Babinicz

The northern sprawl, called Pustynia (the Desert), was aban-
doned during the battle for Warsaw in 2031. Only a few squat-
ters and the ghosts of the Russian Army’s victims inhabit the
remains of what was to be the pride of Poland: Europe’s largest
space launching facility. The Red Vory transformed many aban-
doned buildings and basements here into BTL factories and drug
labs; street battles have been raging for 9 months, ever since the
Warsaw Syndykat moved in and started taking them over.

o If you need supplies In Warsaw-todz, ask around for the
black markets (the cops don’t seem to mind). There’s one for
every block, usually in some basement or old warehouse. You'l
find your average Kowalski looking through electronic parts,
old computers, assault rifies (they call them kosiara), even the
odd plece of recycled cyberware. Most of it Is drek, but you
can’t find this stuff anywhere else.
e Xunga X

THE FRONT LINE: SILESIA AND MA 1OPOLSKA

This is it—the front line of the Liberation War. Silesia is
half destroyed and filled with landmines, and Matopolska is
going the same way. The Liberation Army, Saeder-Krupp, the
church and Catozerca all have enclaves here.

Free Republic of Poland

The Liberation campaign destroyed much of what is now
Free Poland, and the Russian air raids took care of the rest. Air
strikes target any major activity, so most of the rebuilding is
done underground. Wroctaw is a maze of tunnels and bunkers
beneath the ruins, housing everything from shelters and ware-
houses to a fledgling underground industry. The Liberation
Army has become a master of concealment magic to hide vital
supply convoys coming in from Germany and the Czech
Republic. The front line is burning; both sides are deeply
entrenched and constantly raid each other, testing defenses.

o A lot of forelgn mercs are hired for these raids, especially in
Lisbon. | was sent to help some weird dwarf policlub in Upper
Silesia set up an underground bunker inside an abandoned
mine. They were really excited, and they had a lot of heavy
weapons stockpiled, too.

o Battle Pole

The rest of the Republic is a mess. Liberation Army vol-
unteers (called partyzanci) and citizen committees have
appeared everywhere to establish some kind of authority, and
sometimes they fight the government-appointed mayor or
even each other. Every town has found its own way to help the
“Revolution-in-the-Making,” from setting up weapon factories
to greenhouse farming. There’s a kind of electric feeling in the
air; everyone knows they’re part of something big.

e Those partyzanci can really get on your nerves. | was in
Zielona Goéra setting up for a raid up in Poznah when they
came to town, flashing their AK-97°s and demanding our
weapons, claiming “revolutionary necessity” and other such
bulldrek. They learned very quickly what real soldiers can do.
e Flak Jack

Matopolska Free Trade Zone

The region around Krakéw is under the administration of
Saeder-Krupp. There were some Russian forces present until
the Uprising, but Schur replaced them with METZ000 mercs.
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Coupled with the better working conditions here, this means
that demonstrations in Krakéw usually don’t end in a blood-
bath. The Konglomerat has its largest industrial assets in the
area; Tarnéw hosts a number of labs from Arianespace, Her-
mes Eurocom and other S-K subsidiaries, where they’re rela-
tively safer from espionage and government meddling.

® | was surprised when some Johnson up in Tricity paid us good
nuyen just to snap a few recon photos of Morgen-Tek’s new
nanolab. We ran Into all kinds of trouble, from security check-
points to a few angry spirlts. Be careful, security Is very tight.

e Werewolf

e Not fight enough fo sfop the AK's carnage at Krakéw Hospl-
tat last month,
o Poly Tick

Oswiecim

The ghosts of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp appeared in O§wigcim in 2011; most of the living
inhabitants left within the week. Some of the strongest occa-
sionally escaped to haunt Krakéw, so in 2035 the Sylvestrines
built a fence of astral wards around the area called the “spirit
barrier.” It worked well until the Comet passed, but now the
ghosts are getting stronger, and breakouts are common. The
priests can’t hold it for much longer.

e Oswiecim Is the most painful place I've ever visited. Most of
the ghosts relive thelr prison lives, suffering and dying many
times over. The splrits of the SS guards have It worse;: some of
the most powerful prisoners keep them locked up in the cre-
matory and forture them.

o Jantar

e Father Suchoki of the Sylvestrines is hiring outside help to
keep the ghosts In. Just last week, a ghost took over a troll from
the tech crew and made it as far as Katowice. The local Huma-
nls chapter was wiped out before the priests could do any-
thing about the possession.

o Fallen Father

¢ And we all feel so sorry for them.
© Babinicz

The Carpathlan Enclave of the Dragon of Wawel

The dragon Catozerca has been busy since he was
released last year. I say “released” because | was there when
it happened, but that’s another story. He took over the Tatras
Mountains and set up a little private state he calls his
“Carpathian Enclave.” Word has come of a group of fanatics

forming around him who claim that he’s the Dragon of Wawel,
returned from the ashes.

° People will go along with anything as long as they're fed and
protected.
o Poly Tick

o Catozerca will want to take back Wawel Castle in Krakow,
right?
o Bullet Head

© Only if the legend is right, but he doesn’t seem all that Inter-
ested. He's been spotted in Germany, Pomorya, even Tir Na
nOg ... Lofwyr and Schwartzkopf are watching him closely.

e DragoniX

¢ That’s because some Tatras-based AK cells have been blow-
ing up S-K's assets In Matopolska. If they keep it up, Lofwyr
keeps backing up Rybinski and Suchov. Neat trick.

o Werewolf

Rybinski and Suchov are very worried; the dragon already
destroyed a couple of Polish Army detachments with full Russ-
lan air cover. The Free Poles like to call the dragon their ally,
yet there is no proof that he’ll side with the Liberation faction,
or that he cares for anything in Poland other than his enclave.
There’s very little hard evidence of what's going on with him.

e Mateusz Znaniewski has been spotted in the Tatras. | knew his
brother Is KOB’s CEQ, but | dug up a little bit more. Scan this: his
son Janusz Is a Colonel in Internal Security, his daughter Mag-
dalena works for S-K and his other daughter Elzbleta is married
with a Wisner from the fraggin’ Katowice Syndykat! | bet he's a
fraggin’ nosferatu too and has been adding some “family”
members here and there.

o Conspir-l-see

e Don’t mess with the Znaniewskis. One Kaper diverted q little
something that he was supposed to take to the Black Forest for
Mateusz, and ended up floating In the Long Quay, right in the
middie of Kaper city.

© Werewolf

e Catozerca has a lot of contacts outside the Tatras: this
Znaniewski guy and the AK cells are just the tip of the Ice-
berg. The more | hear about this dragon, the more | worry
about his motives ...

e Babinicz
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of tea, but with the amount of biz that goes through the Cidade do Pecado it’s the perfect
place to learn about the intrigues that keep the Old World running. For a little R&R, or for some
serious dirt-digging, nothing beats the vice-dens and back alleys of Portugal’s capital. My friend
Restelo, a local infomonger, will be doing the honors.
e Synner
Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 6:27:21 CET

I t's time for a visit fo one of my favorite party zones. | know Lisbon isn’t exactly everybody’s cup

by Restelo

“Welcome to Portugal.” If you've been here, you've seen that line plastered everywhere in
a dozen languages. It says a lot about the locals. We're a welcoming people—too welcoming if
you ask me. Sometimes I think all the garbage in Europe ends up on our streets. But you're not
hear to listen to me whine, you want to hear about the buzz about the City of Sin, the beaches,
the nightlife and drugs, the merc deals, the smuggling, the corp action ... in short, the Biz. I'll try
not to disappoint.

Let’s go over the basics. Portugal is the westernmost nation of continental Europe, the sunny
home to ten million people, framed by big brother Spain to the north and east and by the Atlantic
to the west and south. The southern coastline was leased to a consortium of Eurocorps to form
the Algarve Corporate Enclave resort, in an attempt to finance Lusiada’s startup in the late Thir~
ties. Portugal also counts overseas teritories such as the Azores, Madeira and the enclave of
Cabinda in Africa. 75 percent of the population and most major industry and commerce are cen-
tered in the major coastal urban centers: Lisbon and Oporto.

o There's a big love/hate thing that's been going on between Spain and Portugal for the past 900
years. The two countries have a long history.
o Sbio

In the past fifty years I've seen many influences shape Portuguese society, for better and for

worse. Our traditional Mediterranean lifestyle has intermingled with North European influences 5
since the late twentieth century, but a lot of African, Arab and Brazilian culture has fused with our

120 | Shadows of Europe







PORTUGAL AT A GLANCE

Government:

Mono-corporate Parliamentary Republic

Population: 11,655,200

Human: 74.5%
Elf: 5%

Dwarf: 3%
Ork: 12%

Troll: 5%
Other: 0.5%

admittedly open
local culture, creat-
ing a unique blend
of fashions,
rhythms and atti-
tudes. Almost a

million  Brazilian
refugees fled to
Portugal ahead of
the Amazonian
takeover; their
presence, like that
of the second and

third generation
African immigrants
and Arab refugees
from the Alliance’s
purges in North
Africa, is felt in all
aspects of society,
from Lusiada’s

Per Capita Income: 24,600€
Estimated SINless: 22%
Below Poverty Level: 34%
Corporate Affiliation: 45%
Education:
Less Than Twelve Years: 25%
High School Equivalency: 45% boardrooms to Lis-
College Degrees: 22% bon’s vivid music
Advanced Degrees: 8% scene.
Major Ethnic Groups: 1 Figure in
Portugese: 80% - mercs from four

African: 5% continents, Middie

Other: 15% Eastern diplomats,

. " sararimen tourists

M"'“; ':“9"“9;20/5"“"“‘ and African tribal

EO |t'Jghue]S?).°/ ! rebels looking for
nglish: 10%

d help, and you've
African/Creole: 9% got a one-of-a-kind
Major Religions: place. The low eth-

Catholic: 75% nic tension
Muslim: 5% B extends to racial

dh ' integration as well,

zggg’h? 15?,2/ Other: though you’ll still

' find some discrimi-
Currency: Euro (nuyen also accepted) nation towards the
LusoServices  Medical Coverage | Goblinized. This
{unarmed): 100% eclectic melting

pot of lifestyles has
produced a culture
that is extraordi-
narily tolerant and versatile, one of the fascinating aspects of
life here and one that makes the shadows all the more inter-
esting. But as always, there’s a snag. Our elites count many
reactionaries and bigots, and most of them loathe the current
state of the nation. The influence and politics of the local
Catholic Church, led by archconservative Cardinal Tavares,
fuels this simmering tension.

Guaranteed Response Time: None

o Tolerance is nice in theory, but Restelo doesn’t mention the
thousands of Brazilians still living in the Alcantara Pit, or Favela,

*

PORTUGAL TIMELINE

2012: The anti-Awakened Papal Bull from Pope John Paul IV gives birth fo o
Catholic revival in the Iberian Peninsula.

2022: The chain of earthquakes that began in Auvergne in 20171 causes o
seaquake; the resulting tidal wave hits Lisbon, killing thousands, destroying
large strefches of the city and halfsinking the old downtown into the river plain.
2023: A new apparition of the Virgin at Fafima during a visit by Pope John
XXV is witessed by thousands, reinforcing his Imago Dei message and cement-
ing the change for many otherwise conservative Portuguese Catholics.
2033: Invasion of Europe by Alliance for Allah forces. In late "33, a second
front opens in southem Spain and combined corporate, mercenary and home-
guard forces repel an attempted landing in southem Portugal.

2034: In the wake of the Amazonian uprising, close fo a million Brazilian
refugees sail the Atlantic to Portugal in any ship they can find, from framp
trewlers fo private yachts. Their reception is not what they expected.

2036: The Euro Wars end; the recession that follows prompts the Godinho
Plan, calling for steps that eventually lead to the founding of Lusiada, the
national corporation.

2038: Desperate for funds due to the continuing postwar recession, the gov-
enment leases the Algarve fo corporate interests.

2040: Lusiada applies for Corporate Court recognition of AA status.

2063: The NEEC is established with Portugal as a founding member and a seat
on the Corporate Policy Commission for Lusiada.

a massive, squalid shanty town housing close to 400,000
refugees next to Lisbon’s docklands.
® Ambassador

Other aspects of Portuguese lifestyle that throw many for-
eigners are people’s priorities and schedules. For instance,
standard working hours are 10:00 to 18:00 hours, and the
nightlife doesn’t stop until the sun comes up. Spiritual beliefs
are also different and sometimes even contradictory; a good
section of the population diligently attends Church on Sundays,
though most have no qualms about later visiting a bruxa to get
a hex cast on the competition. Sports and media also reflect
these skewed priorities; the country grinds to a stop for major
football (soccer) games, and [ won’t even mention what it’s like
when Portugal plays Amazonia!

e Great time to do a run, as you can count on sec guards o be
distracted by the game. And If it's a home game, the chaos
aofterwards provides plenty of cover.

o Arsenal

As in many places in Europe, the Biz in Portugal hinges on
who you know and what they are willing to do for you. Webs
of contacts permeate the otherwise stratified society, and you
never know when the joker you're mouthing off to is a straight
razor, an infomonger like me or a snitch for one of the players.
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of remaining competitive and ultimately saving the econ-
omy. The ambitious plan gave shareholders in the various
companies an equal value stake in the new amalgamated
corp. As part of the massive merger, the government
would also buy out smaller shareholders and compensate
foreign interests until it owned 20 percent of the final
incorporated company.

When proposed, most international observers consid-
ered the plan a last ditch protectionist gamble. Many of us
in the shadows, however, now believe the Lusiada deal
was actually a carefully orchestrated coup by the survivors
of the Crash of '29, the fat-cats already at the helm of the
country’s largest companies. In effect, the plan was a
carefully concealed play to take over the economy and
the government, simultaneously muscling out the com-
petition and pulling off one of the most daring political
coups in contemporary history—one that has to a large
extent gone unnoticed.

Four families collectively owned slightly more than 60
percent of the companies incorporated, and they traded in
their stakes for the equivalent control of Lusiada. This gave
the four an unbeatable voting block on the board. They
quickly leveraged themselves into influential positions and
became the powers behind the throne. United by common
interest and greed, this oligarchy influenced Lusiada’s struc-
ture from the onset, defining their own internal fiefdoms.

e The four families may form a united front against others,
but when it comes to their own litle patches of Lusiada
turf, they take to tearing each other apart as often as not.
e Lobo Luso

Though the elected prime minister is nominally chairman
of the board, the corporation’s structure puts true control
in the hands of the board of directors and the CEO. Lusia-
da has nine divisions, each led by a director with a seat on
the board (all major shareholders or their appointees).

e If you believe the hype, Lusiada’s got so many puppet

jir Riv4
Guadalqut eﬂ masters it’s hard fo tell who's puling the strings—the Alta

Commissione or Lofwyr himself.
o Malikot

Once Lusiada’s consolidation was complete, the econo-
my re-opened to private and foreign investment in ’39. The
next year, Lusiada applied to the Corporate Court for recog-
nition as an AA-privileged corporation based on net profits
of twelve billion euro the previous year. For a long while

LUSIADA

In 2036, the Portugese government, struggling with the
Euro Wars recession, proposed the Godinho Plan. Named after
the then-Minister of the Economy, this plan called for the incor-
poration and partial nationalization of Portugal’s 150 largest
industries and services into a single corporation, in the hopes

thereafter the corp wallowed in corporate oblivion, but in the
past few years its fortunes have changed under Emanuel
Salles. The former corporate raider-cum-CEO took advantage of
his 5 percent stake and talked his way into the CEO’s office by
playing all the factions against one another until he was the only
compromise candidate they could agree on. Under Salles, Lusia-
da has become known for making venture-specific alliances with
megacorps and milking the connections for all they’re worth.
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® For runners, Lusi-
ada has so many
Cross  purposes
and Inferests that
you can find your-

LUSIADA CORPORATE PROFILE

World HQ: Lishon, Portugal

Chairman of the Board/Portuguese

Prime Minister: Rodrigo Sentos selves running for

CEO: Emanuel Salles one  side or

Corporate Status: Semi-Public Corporation :gflhi;éllgrec:;

Primary Known Shareholders: oﬂenq as running
Portuguese State (20%), Balsemio family

for or against out-
(12%), Espirito Sontos fomily (15%), Cas- siders.

fro Marin family (14%), Champalimoud ° J-pax

fomily (14%), Emanvel Salles (5%), Soed-

er Krupp (4%), Wuxing (2%) FAMILY MATIERS
Major Divisions: Latinpomgé?)]u:xstr_\a/

(NI (banking, insurance), Lusiada Telecom where  internal

(telecom/MSP), LusoAgronomica (agribusi
ness), LusoServices (services, policing, ufili-
ties), Lusiado Técnica (microtronics), Lusia-
da Naval Interests (shipping, naval construc- shadows, it's an
tion), Foreign Operations (all overseas infer- open secret that
asts), PetroGas (petrochem, natural gas), the country is

Lusiada Infrastructure (construction). actually run by the
families that

scammed Minis-
ter Godinho into
proposing Lusiada in the first place: the Balsemdos, Castro-
Marins, Champalimauds and Espirito Santos—known collectively
as “the Four.” I figure I'd best fill you in on who’s who and who's
doing what to whom.

family politics are
everything. For
most in the local

Balsemaos

The most public of the Four, the Balseméos are the picture-
perfect image of a dysfunctional high-society dynasty. The family
elder, Joaquim Balsemao, inherited the clan’s media and financial
empire when the Quake of *22 wiped out his family. He married
young and spawned three troublesome children. Joaquim is a
member of the New Western Dawn Masonic Lodge, thanks to
sponsorship from the elder of the Champalimaud family, Manuel.
The two men shared many interests despite their age difference,
and got along well—until the Crash.

The virus nearly ruined the Balsemdos as the family
exhausted its fortunes buffering its tech-dependent companies.
When things were bleakest, Champalimaud offered to help his
protégé, but Joaquim suddenly pulled an ace from his sleeve,
not only settling his debts but re-investing piles of cash in his
companies. Though the source of the money was never dis-
closed, it provided the Balsemdos with enough capital to stake
out his part of the Lusiada deal. Champalimaud took Joaquim’s
refusal of aid as a personal affront, and their relations have
been strained ever since.

o We looked into this a while back. After some serious digging info
some arctic systems, we found out where the Balsemdo bail-

.

money came from: the Dresden Bank—and we all know who
owns that, don’t we boys and girls? Consider this a wakeup call
for those who thought Portugal was free from Big Scaly’s control.
® Bloco Bandido

Joaquim is head of Lusiada’s powerful Foreign Operations
division, responsible for the African subsidiaries among other
things. He recently scored a coup by negotiating a 20 percent
stake in Saeder-Krupp’s Fatima Petrochemicals in exchange for the
multi-million euro Cabinda and Timorese oilfield joint-ventures.

e Joaquim'’s eldest, Carlos, follows Claudia Romanov around like
a puppy. He's always begging for her affention whenever she’s at
her Lisbon winter home or visiting her red-hot Equilibrio nightclub
in Estoril.

e Raz

Castro-Marins

Guilherme and Jaime Castro-Marin are the twin scions of
one of Portugal’s old money families and a powerful Brazilian
entrepreneur. Mommy died at childbirth and daddy was often
associated with shady deals and underworld contacts—word is
he was close to old man Baptista from the Rio de Janeiro days.
It’s likely they get their infamous vicious streak and suave charm
from their old man. Daddy died in '51 when he allegedly
walked in on burglars at his Estoril mansion. The murderers
were never caught, and the twins, who had just turned 18,
inherited the family fortunes.

o Nobody was ever brought to justice and the case was shut
three months later. Draw your own conclusions.
o Jodo Ratdo

Jaime eventually took over the family seat on the Lusiada
board as well as directorship of LusoServices. Meanwhile, Guil-
herme maneuvered himself into an influential position within
both the Social Technocrat Party (STP) and the Luso-Brazilian
Repatridados policlub. Both siblings take their Brazilian heritage
very seriously, which puts them at odds with the traditionalist
Espirito Santo family.

e Way | heard it, the joke was on the boys. They also inherited
daddy’s debts with the Baptistas mafiosos. Don Daniel Martins
likes to squeeze a favor out of the twins once in a while both for
himself and for his Alta Commissione bosses. Jaime slipped a
crony info the top slot at Lusiada Security—who police Lisbon,
among other confracts—so nobody asks questions when investi-
gations are closed or case files go missing.

o Alfacinha

Champalimauds

Probably the most influential of the Four and a long time sta-
ple of Portuguese high-finance, the Champalimauds have weath-
ered the ups and downs of the economy better than anyone. This
can be attributed to Old Man Manuel’s financial wizardry, intelli-
gence and his web of contacts. Not the least of these is the Novo
Amanhecer Ocidental (New Western Dawn) Masonic Lodge,

12W | Shadows Of EUrope | -




whose influence is wide-ranging, both locally and internationally.
The Old Man’s interests extend into politics, the arts and the intel-
lectual fringes. Despite his age, the Champalimaud elder seems
to be the most open-minded of the Four elders. In fact, many
claim that Lusiada was Manuel’s brainchild all along. Frequent vis-
its to Oslo and Swiss bioclinics have kept the Old Man looking 60,
though he’s allegedly 96—at least until he recently vanished from
public view.

e Sirange story there. According to my sources, the guy—who's
never missed a day’s work in seventy years—just didn’t come in
after a trip to a Swiss clinic. He later named his granddaughter
Catarina to act as interim director of Lusiada Infrastructure in his
stead; he supposedly, however, still handles all board business.
Nobody knows what happened, but | have a couple of people
who will pay fo find out.

o Ozie

e | hear the old goat SURGEd. Horns, furry legs, the works!
e Satanik

o Believe what you will, but remember that reality is often stranger
than fiction.
o Cat C.

Espirito-Santos

Last but not least are the Espirito Santos, the most conserv-
ative and religious of the Four. In the last one hundred years, the
family lost two fortunes and made three. They suffered tremen-
dously when the Crash took down the Portuguese financial sys-
tem, but had enough put aside in off-line Swiss accounts and
stocks that they pulled through and were still in a position to sink
their claws into Lusiada as the second biggest shareholders.

The dynasty has dwindled in the last few decades and looks
likely to become even smaller after the younger of the two heirs,
Diogo, takes his vows and becomes a priest. Both brothers are
active members of the international lay Catholic policlub Opus
Dei and the conservative Popular Christian Democratic Party
(PPCD), which is renowned for being nationalist, racist, metapho-
bic and magophobic.

o That's putting it lightly. Though the PPCD beat the STP by a 2 per-
cent margin in the "62 elections, they lost the cabinet when the
STP agreed to a codlition with the smaller Alianga Party and the
Repatridados policlub, which under Portuguese law can run for
Parliament. Thelr anti-meta and racist policies cost them the gov-
emment.

® Politico

© Rumors of Human Nation ties have cropped up several times,
but nothing’s ever been confrmed.
® Jodo Ratdo

Bernardo Espirito-Santo recently married Josephine de
Rohan, and the family has ambitions to further the ties with Euro-
pean aristocracy. Bernardo holds a Lusiada Directorship with the

help of a long list of cousins that includes a popular candidate to
PPCD party leadership, a magistrate on the European Supreme
Court and a second Lusiada director.

Someone | have to mention here is Cardinal-Patriarch

Tavares, Diogo’s godfather. An old guard traditionalist who found
John XXV’s about-face on the Awakening hard to swallow, he is
influential among the masses of Portuguese Catholics and the
Opus Dei. The latter, despite its good works with the poor and
orphaned in Portugal and Spain during the Euro Wars recession,
remains a bastion of conservative thought and has a significant
following among politicians and businessmen. Fortunately for
people like me, most have dirty laundry they’d prefer not to be
aired.

o Tavares wos elevated to cardinal by the previous pope.
Nowhere near as outspoken as some of the Spanish and Italian
Conservatives, he makes it known he views Enlightened partisans
in his diocese dimly.

o Sdbio

The Wild Card

Emanuel Salles is the single most important man in the coun-
try to those who run the shadows. This corporate raider turned
CEO maintains an extensive network of contacts and deniable
assets in several countries and has an uncanny knack for uncover-
ing opponents’ weaknesses. He’s at the top of his game, but lives
a delicate balancing act on the Lusiada Board, where he has few
friends. Little is known of his past, but it seems he was school-
mates with Johnny Spinrad, and the two remain close.

o Salles has a finger in every little deal that goes down at Lusiada.
He likes to keep an eye on his fellow directors’ businesses, so don’t
be surprised to catch him acting as Johnson occasionally. He
allegedly loves the thrill of slumming.

o Ozzie

© The big question when it comes to Salles is, why is he in it at all?
He’s a 6 percent stockholder who managed to outsmart the Four
intfo giving him the top spot. Of the Four, only Champalimaud is
friendly fowards him, so you have to wonder if the grief he goes
through is worth it when he could lay back in a minor directorship
and relax.

e Dentax

e Well, one “candid interview” | read had him quoted as saying
he’s *in it for the love of the game.” Whatever that means ...
o Raz

MAKING MONEY

Portugal isn’t a big market, it isn’'t a big exporter and it has
none of the international production facilities that neighboring
Spain has. So the keywords are diversification and small scale.
Except for monolithic Lusiada, local corps are rarely even up to A
rating since the incorporation of '36. A couple of corps merit spe-
cial mention though: Spinrad Industries and Aegis Cognito.
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SPINRAD INDUSTRIES

The life’s work of billionaire playboy, celebrity
and sometime Formula 1 driver, Johnny Spinrad,
Spinrad Industries (Spin) used to be a major play-
er in cybernetics and biotech through the Forties
and early Fifties. Famous for stylish and flashy augmen-
tations of all types, it diversified into tourism, luxury and fashion
industries, artist and sports management, arts and even magic.
Eventually in March 2051, Spinrad brought together a consor-
tium of corps and haggled the Monaco reconstruction project

from the French government in exchange for a fifty-year lease.

o As mentioned eisewhere, $-K was conspicuously absent from
the consortium—which brought down Lofwyr’s ire and triggered
the following events.

© €spion

After almost two decades of growth, Spin started falling
behind the SOTA imposed by newcomers like Universal
Omnitech and Tan Tien. So it decided to short cut expenses by
circumventing legal restrictions on “human volunteers” for
experimental tech. Initially, the ploy pushed Spin’s R&.D into high
gear; for half a year they were industry leaders and major inno-
vators. Then a scathing report from Sol Media’s maverick new-
shack Madeleine Muller revealed the extent of Spinrad’s opera-
tions in Marseille. Forced into action, the French government filed
suit against the AA corporation with the Corporate Court, which
stripped Spin of its AA rating in a landmark decision and fined
them two billion nuyen.

o Johnny-boy dodged the ban on Spin production and research
faclities on French soll by relocating to Lisbon and New Monaco.
o Money Man

o Spinrad remains well connected amongst both the Grand
Tour aristocracy and corporate elites, despite the bad press. But
ever since the Nexus blew the lid on his plans (see the Dragons
of the Sixth World download), some old friends will be keeping
their distance.

e Spider

Spinrad, who claimed no knowledge of the Marseille
operation, almost went mad and the corp almost went bust.
SpIn shed many of its assets to meet the penalties, with
Johnny keeping a stubborn hold on the Monaco Project
shares even in detriment of more profitable ventures. Spin-
rad shed almost all his interests in the fashion and luxury
industries and much of his personal real estate. Before his
struggling corp was eaten up by a competitor, he cut a deal
with the Portuguese authorities and relocated his head
offices to Lisbon.

For the past ten years, Spinrad has been discretely
rebuilding and plotting. Now, with the brand new Spin-X
series of sports and fashion cyber and a TechWarrior cybersuite
for military and merc clientele, Spinrad Industries seems to be
taking the market by storm.

.

o Every fime | turn on the trid, | get that “Johnny’s Back” ad that's
everywhere! Drekking imttatin is what it is!
o Siamm-0!

o The guy has a chip on his shoulder like you wouldn’t believel
He’s on a revenge frip against whoever tripped him up and
stepped on him while he was down. Even though there’s never
been conclusive evidence he was involved, guess who tops the
list? Lofwyr himseif. The drekhead sure has his job cut out for him.
o Malikot

e Spinrad has been the hottest shadow contractor out of Portu-
gal. I've done runs for Spin Johnsons on Sol assets, S-K Iberia and
even Olso shadowclinics all in the past year.

o Sepherim

e Which would explain the two assassination attempts in the
past six weeks. Lucky bastard got away with minor scratches
both times.
o Flak Jack

@ Luck has nothing to do with it
o Weaver

AEGIS COGNITO
Founded by Gustavo Carvalho,
Aegs Cognio Consutans ~~ A€gis  appeared on the scene in early
2030. The small corp’s mission statement
was to help recover records lost in the Crash. A young entrepre-
neur with a background in software design, Carvalho’s idea was
for Aegis to use newly commercialized Matrix technologies and
abundant, computer-literate but unemployed Portuguese man-

power to reconstruct missing data.

Setting up shop in the old National Archives building—the
Torre do Tombo—Aegis began rebuilding the official data that
had been kept there under contract for the government. Its efforts
drew attention, first locally and later internationally, and soon
both private individuals and companies started seeking out Aegis
to piece together lost research data and business records.

A witness to the rise of the megacorps in the Thirties, Car-
valho realized he was unnecessarily limiting his operations. Aegis
expanded its consulting services into the intelligence arena,
acquiring “restricted” and secret information for anyone capable
of matching its price. Even though its services started as perfect-
ly legal, during the Forties and Fifties the increase of inter-corpo-
rate shadow ops and the growing power of the extraterritorial
corporations prompted Aegis to use its own shadow assets. It is
now one of the primary intel contractors for runners in Europe.
Today, it provides subscription-based intel/news analysis as well
as mission-specific intelligence services.

© Aegis runs are invariably information gathering and datasteals,
but they are almost always high-risk. Their own crack deckers are
extremely efficient at acquiring low security material through
quasi-legitimate channels.

o Bloco Bandido
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e Aegis ops contracts runners when deniability is essential or as a
last resort when targets cannot be acquired legally.
o Cloak

Aegis has since been joined in the field of private intelligence
contracting by InFolio and Met2000’s Argus, but it’s still one of
the best independent intelligence firms out there, on par with
some megacorps’ intel divisions. Carvalho died from cancer in
51, but fulfilling speculation on secret shareholders, the compa-
ny just kept rolling on without him.

o Aegis avoids acquisition by bigger corps by making itself essen-
| tial fo everybody and possessing dirt that no one wants released.
o Ozzie

¢ Keeping copies of the stuff it digs up sure helps.
o Dagger

¢ A few rumors about Aegis stand out, like the one that says
Aegis has deep-cover agents infiltrating many corps, or the one
claiming that the corp Is actually controlled by Lofwyr or a yet
- unknown dragon.

¢ Sabio

o No one will be surprised to know that Aegis’s main databanks
are kept offine and the Torre do Tombo security is arctic.
e Bloco Bandido

UNDERWORLD REDUX

After that visit to the rat race, here’s the skinny on the under-
belly of society, or Submundo as it’s called here.

BAPTISTAS

The Baptista family represents the Mafia. In the Thirties, Luis
Baptista, a Brazilian expatriate, remade the myriad local under-
world concerns into a Mafia-worthy familia. When Luis passed on
last year, his lieutenant Daniel Martins ascended to the Boss’s slot
and has continued Baptista’s policy of independence from the
Spanish Vasquez syndicate.

Portugal provides the main gateway for African and South
American Ghost Cartel drugs, pirate loot sales, Awakened
drugs, and diamond traffic and talislegging from central
Africa. It’s also used for gunrunning to half the southern hemi-
sphere hotspots and is one of the most active hubs on the
Amazonian and African smuggling routes. The Mob gets a cut
of all the smugglers’ action and it also has its own hooks deep
in Lusiada. Don Martins understands the leverage all this
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brings and has made overtures to members of the Alta Com-
missione to negotiate a complete break from the Vasquez syn-
dicate. Don Vasquez is not happy. He’s been financing many
of his efforts to restore control of Spain from his share of the
Baptista turnover.

o Ironic twist there, since Martins was originally a Vasquez plant to
keep old Luis in line!
o Bigfuute

The Baptista’s legal gambling interests are handled
through Casablanca Holding, which launders the proceeds
from Lisbon’s illegal dens. Others rackets include gunrun-
ning and international trafficking of Carib Moodies and
Maghreb Beetles through the Commissione’s network. Black
Ankhs, a snuffsense sideline, have their own unique distrib-
ution net.

e Each Ankh goes for six figures in the right crowd. They‘re dis-
tributed through secure Matrix link only and the feed only
records onto custom chips.

o P-vert

e Sick fragger.
o Dentax

o Other buzz focuses on a newcomer called Branca, with fies o
the Vory in Antwerp and the Europort but also to the Tongs in
the UK. She’s invested heavily in arms and diamond deals, set-
fing up alternate routes from Africa to Northern Europe and
causing Martins all types of grief.

e Busceftino.

KUSSONDULOLA

The Galo Negro (Black Rooster) Afro-European policlub
was originally organized in the Teens to give the Luso-Africans
a voice in politics. While it quickly took root in African immi-
grant communities, so also did its darker twin: the Kussundu-
lola Ghost Cartel.

The Kussondulola’s network in southern Africa is impres-
sive, dealing with Gold and Ivory Coast pirates and Dark Africa
smugglers, if you believe the buzz. The Cartel is led by Jah
Soba, a Euro War-vet and former merc. It controls a remarkable
number of talislegging, critter smuggling and bioengineered
Awakened drug circuits from Africa to the Caribbean through
to London and Europort. These routes are collectively known
as the Black Trade Triangle.

Kussondulola has a gentlemen’s—and [ use the term
loosely—agreement with the Baptistas to handle their drug
and BTL distribution in Lisbon. Heavy-handed and brutal, they
have sidelines in protection rackets and the skill-slave trade,
but they're infamous for both the gladiatorial pitfights they pro-
mote and their trademark Jogo do Bicho (paracritter fights).

o These jokers are nasty pieces of work. They’re ethnic racists In
the old sense of the word. They’ve heaped their operation in

.

African styles and mofifs but don’t be fooled, they‘re as com-
fortable on the Matrix as in one of Lisbon’s vice-dens.
e J-pax

LISBON

The City of Sin, the melting pot of three continents, nes-
tled in our own decadent biend of centennial history and mod-
ern opulence. The sprawl straddles the balloon mouth of the
Tagus River, but Lisbon itself, the old city, hugs the north bank,
covering seven hills. Lisbon went through massive reconstruc-
tion after the Seaquake of ‘22 but still centers on the now-
flooded Old Baixa district. Eighteenth-century mansions now
stand in murky canals, while a gridwork of catwalks and plat-
forms allow access to the many small businesses.

The architecture of the city now mixes restored centuries-
old facades with the glass and chrome of current urban styles.
The pastels and light shades of the Old Town starkly contrast
with the vivid African and Brazilian motifs of the newer neigh-
borhoods and the neon glows that light up the city at night. The
buildings are also quite low, rarely rising more than ten stories.

o Even SK Iberia and MCT’s HQs in the Parque das Nagdes are
only twelve stories high. Ares’s Belem complex is only four levels
high but covers a whole block.

e Sdbio

Coiling around the ominous battlements of the Castle of St.
George that overlooks the city, the claustrophobic alleys and
streets of the Moorish neighborhoods provide cheap, if old,
housing,. These becos hide small stores with exotic goods from
all over the world. It is common to see street magic here:
bruxas pimp their hexes and charms, orishds invite passers-by
in for a seance and peddlers hawk the magic cures of a Pai de
Santo. Here you can also find student cafes, art galleries and pri-
vate clubs of all sorts, from the sanctums of the Masonic Lodges
to Baptista’s basement casinos to Repatriados chapterhouses.

e Every Thursday you can also find the traditional street market,
known for centuries as the Thieves’ Market.
e Xunga

The infamous Docklands industrial port waterfront lies to the
west of the Old Baixa red light district, where the vicedens and
brothels vie for attention with dealers and street vendors. This is
where the city comes alive at night, the clammy summer air car-
rying the smells of a hundred different cuisines and the rhythms
pouring from dozens of nightclubs. The exuberant nightlife,
flashing neon African motifs and Arabic graffiti, the joygirls and
boys, the mercs out for a good time and the pervasive electrici-
dade are something that needs to be seen to be believed.

e On any given day there’ll be a couple of dozen ships
anchored at port. Worldwide Shipping will always have some-
thing in town, but Maersk and ESUS are regulars too. Pirates find
Lisbon the perfect place to fence or deliver their Boo’ry since It’s
considered a neutral port by everyone.

o Neon Blue Beard
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o Lisbon is the perfect place to unwind after a four of duty, but
it’s also a good spot to do biz. Many merc companies keep
offices in town, a practice that has drawn miltech corp show-
rooms and wdrehouses 100.

o Picador

Inland and to the west, behind the Docklands, a huge
walled-off refugee shantytown has housed 400,000 people for
nearly 30 years now. Many of these refugees are only allowed
outside during daylight hours to work on the docks or at other
menial jobs and then are forced to return to the favela at night.
Known as the Alcéntara Pit, it's a shameful scar on the face of
our city.

To the east stands the impressive Parque das Nagdes, a
corporate district overlooking the river where major corps like
Shiawase, MCT, Yamatetsu and Saeder Krupp Iberia have their
high-rise offices and research facilities. Other oases of corpo-
rate power dot the city however, centering on the well-policed
rotundas like the Marqués do Pombal, the Saldanha and the
Campo Pequeno.

Lisbon University’s campus, while small by European
standards, houses Aegis Cognito’s Torre do Tombo offices, the
National Library and, just to the north, the Alvalade Soccer
stadium.

o Portugal’s football craze Is refiected in the fact that Lisbon
houses three soccer teams and their stadiums: the now-centen-
nial Sporting, Spinrad’s Benfica, and Sol-sponsored Belenenses.
e Diabo Vermelho

o The Balsemdos and Castro Marins have mansions in nearby
Estoril, and many Euro-celebrities keep summer homes there
t00.The casino is one heck of place to spend your money and
rub shoulders with the aristos.

o Spider

THE SENTINEL

Across the river, watching the city from the south bank,
stands the 120-floor spire of Lusiada’s headquarters, the build-
ing called the Sentinel. Surrounded by a complex of three
smaller domed buildings, the tower overshadows the statue of
the Christ King—which is inside the compound—and the Novo
Mundo Bridge. The tower houses the central offices of several
Lusiada divisions and subsidiaries; others are sufficiently inde-
pendent to have offices elsewhere. The domed buildings
house two TRI clean fission reactors, LT broadcasting studios
and Lusiada Técnica’s Lisbon R&D facility.

e Though it isn’t an arcology, the Sentinel Is as close as you'll
come in Portugal. It’s an impressive structure that can be seen
from anywhere in the city and a particular contrast to the dingy
Dockiands across the river.

o Flak Jack

The complex was built in a fit of corporate hubris following
the Lusiada incorporation, its pearly white facade laced with

Lusiada’s patented “awakened polyp.” Though designed for
25,000 workers, it has never housed more than 15,000. Offices
are immense by contemporary standards and entire floors
stand empty and abandoned.

o While others are used for unidentified research projects and
production unlts.
o Sdbio

ALGARVE CORPORATE ENCLAVE

To jumpstart Lusiada and pay for the partial nationaliza-
tion, the southern coast of Portugal was leased to a megacorp
consortium and granted extraterritorial status. Under corp rule,
it has been transformed into a super-resort where corps the
world over can send their execs and saraimen on holidays. It's
been described as the perfect beach and nightlife vacation
spot.

o More than twenty megacorps are members of the consor-
tium, including all of the original triple-As. The consortium is
run by a proxy administration that has next to no responsibili-
ties except to keep the golf courses green and the conve-
niences working.

e €spion

o Ares, MCT and S-K share policing duties with Lusiada Securi-
ty. While the joint-police force is tough, security at individual
resorts, nightclubs and hotels is handled by the sponsoring cor-
poration and varies enormously. Do your legwork to avoid
nasty surprises.

o Ali Baba

The coastline is fringed with chrome palaces and the white
stucco vivendas of the locals interspersed with Arabic-style
bazaars, colorful nightspots and restaurants for all tastes.
Beyond the beaches stand the mountains, huge golf courses
and ranches where arcology-bred brats can pretend they're
looking at wild animals. Other areas specialize in diverse forms
of entertainment: the casinos and cabarets of Vilamoura, the
pseudo-underground bars of Lagos, the quiet retreats of
Sagres and so on. Higher level execs have reserved the east-
ern side for their huge mansions in the sandy islands of the
Nova Ria, guarded by man and machine against outsiders (and
against each other).

e This place is paradise for the international runner. Whether
you're performing security, pulling an extraction or running a
sting operation, the ACE is the spot to go. At some point every-
body takes a vacation here.

e Portuguese Man’o’War

o There’s always work being handed out in the shadier bars
and clubs. Spread some cash around and the natives’ll point
ya in the right direction.

o Ozzle
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Europe—but not anymore! My chummer Munin, one of the local Helix sysops, tells me the
Scand Union Is becoming a hotspot for globetrotting runners. Competition over govern-
ment contracts for the most exclting Matrix development since the cyberdeck is the main
draw, along with a new round of friction between the Corporate Court and the union gov-
ermnment—but that's Just the tfip of the ICberg.
o Synner
Transmitted: 02 June 2063 at 6:31:09 CET

I'I ext, we head up north for a lowdown on what used to be the least eventful part of

by Munin

Hoi there, kjgmmers! So, you want to know about biz up here in the upper-left corner of
Europe, huh? You aren’t the first, I'll tell you that. Over the last couple of years we've seen
more and more “imports,” as out-of-town talent is so lovingly called here. The work is piling
up around our ears, so we don’t mind more visitors, but please scan this file first so you don’t
act like a fish out of water.

e Munin ("memory” in the old Norse language) was one of the two ravens that Odin, the top
god in Norse mythology, used to gather information on what was going on in the world. The
other raven was Hugin (“thought”), and there is a sysop with that name as well. Hugin prefers
to stay In the background, working on the system and maintaining security, while Munin is the
archivist and moderator.

e Hazard

STATE OF THE UNION

The Scandinavian Union was formed out of economic and military necessity. Ravaged by
the Black Tide and Crash of '29, Denmark and Norway were left reeling. Border skirmishes
and the threat of invasion from Russia spurred Finland to the negotiating table, while a more
stable Sweden sought to have a louder voice in world affairs. The result was a political and
economic union based on the late European Union model.
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SCANDINAVIAN UNION TIMELINE

2011: The Block Tide mokes lorge parts of Denmark uninhabitable and
destroys many of Norway’s oil drilling installafions.

2015: Awakened forests erupt in several areas of Sweden and Finland; the
largest covers the northern shores of the heavily polluted Gulf of Bothnia.
2019; Telecommunication gionts Nokia and Ericsson merge, giving birth fo
Erika.

2026: Heimdall Security evicts squatters from Christiania, later creates o “free
trade zone.”

2029: The Crash cripples Norway's already-domaged oil and technology-
dependant economy, forcing the country deeply info debt.

2031: Denmark, Finlond, Norway and Sweden unite as the Scandinavion
Union in the face of military threats from Russia ond to coordinate economic
recavery from the Crash.

2031: Finland nationalizes the majority of its large corporations.

2042: The Scandinavian Union is pressured info signing the Business
Recognition Accords (BRA) with the Corporate Court, but with some impor-
tant alterations.

2058: The Union and Erika announce the Wireless Matrix Inifiative.

2060: The Norwegian shipbuilding and offshore engineering giant Kveerer
ASA and the shipping and engineering divisions of Meersk merge into one com-
pany, Kvaemer-Maersk, becoming o world leader in these fields.

The decision to unify was controversial, and still is. Despite
strong efforts from nationalist policlubs and economic isolation-
ists, large protests and even riots, the political leaders of the
time pushed forward, citing a need to jointly defend against the
Russians, economic recession and megacorporate predation.
Ultimately, they were successful, overcoming vastly different
economic conditions and ruthless behind-the-scenes deal mak-
ing—though clearly some member countries got a better part of
the deal. Norway in particular, with little to bring to the bar-
gaining table except a desperate—and exploitable—popula-
tion, has benefited the least from joining the union.

o Don’t let the Union’s anti-mega bias fool you; Erka’s head,
Anders Malmsten, was one of the driving forces to unionize.
Many other megas who already had a foothold in the Union’s
territory saw the advantage of tearing down internal borders
and discreetly supported the move.

o The Chromed Accountant

INSIDE THE UNION

So how does this union work? Simple. At the top is the
Council of Ministers, with ten ministers from each member
country. They pass on the less important legislative and deci-
sion-making responsibilities to the Union Parliament, whose
fifty-four members get elected every sixth year, and both turn
to the Scandinavian Commission to put their decisions into
life. The Commission is an executive bureaucratic institution,
whose leadership is assembled by the Council.

¢

o The Commission’s chief these days, Svante Samuelson, is real- -

ly close to Malmsten, Erika’s CEO, making him a prime target for
the other competing corps. I'll be willing to wager a lot of cred 4
that he's gone by the end of the year. '
o Lorg

e The Social Democrats have run the show since day one, but
lately they’ve faced increasing challenges from both the cor- ]
porate-sponsored Conservative Party and the left-wing Socla- -

ists, led by a charismatic giant named Jens Vik.
e Poly Tick

e The current hot butfon issues In the council and parliament

include the possible absorption of Iceland and Estonia into 3

the Union and the Union’s exact relationship with the NEEC,
Some Unlon officials are worried the NEEC might assume more

and more of the Union'’s tasks and functions, putting them out

of a job.
e Kzeentch

The Union represents its members as a united entity in
terms of international relations. Internally, the individual gov-
ernments and laws are secondary to union institutions and reg-
ulations. Internal borders have effectively been dissolved and
extensive immigration and changes of residency have made
the Scandinavian populace more heterogeneous than ever.
Union citizens can vote on any parliament representative, not
just those representing their locality. Most constituents stil
vote locally, but that trend is changing.

Despite these changes, the individual members of the
union still retain their own unique character. Sweden maintains
a higher standard of living and effectively controls the Union’s
leadership and political direction, while Norway suffers a large
poor and SINless population, thanks to carefully constructed
maneuverings by corporate entities and union leadership.

o The Norwegian elite benefits from this situation and so they :

perpetuate it, despite confinued grumblings and trouble from
the country’s disenfranchised. Norway collectively serves asthe
Union’s ghetto and cenfer for black market trade, which the
Unlon’s corps exploit to their full advantage.

e Kalmar Krazy

o The Swedes bend the regulations to check and restrict traffic
coming over the border from Norway as much as possible. Most
of the illegal goods moved through the Union are smuggled
into or manufactured there, and the Swedes fry 1o keep the
poorer Norwegians from immigrating fo and ruining their little
paradise.

o Sven

o Well, at least the Norwegians still have free health care, like the
rest of the Union. Not that you can go to a state hospital with
bullet or spur wounds and expect not to be interrogated ...

o Glllette
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* Corporations with extrater-
ritoriality in a country cannot be
hired to perform police func-
tions there.

o The Union wants to keep the
police corps under a tight leash.
Since extraterritoriality means that
those corps only redlly have to
answer to the Corporate Court,
the Union avoids giving such
corps additional legal and judi-
cial powers. ’

o Snoop Catt

* Corporate armed forces are
subject to strict restrictions.
Large armored vehicles, explo-
sives and certain crowd control
agents, for example, are prohib-
=y ited. Police corps have more lee-
way, but they need specific court
permission to use anything
beyond what standard policing
X“" duties call for.

* Sales of local multinational
corporate shares to foreign
investors are limited, keeping
majority interest local.

© Which didn’t stop Saeder-Krupp
from acquiring Hydro in ‘45, Goes
to show how much power the
megacorps got in Norway.

BELARUS
® Minsk

3
.

o]

CORPORATE COURT NEGOTIATIONS

The Union’s relationship with the foreign megas is some-
what strained. Back in 42, when most of the world bowed
down to the Corporate Court’s Business Recognition Accords,
the Union blatantly refused. After several months of negotia-
tions, the Commission signed a modified agreement, with
some important amendments, concessions and a clause to
renegotiate every four years. The most important parts of the
amendments are:

* The Corporate Court only assures extraterritoriality for
the AAA corps. It's up to each member country to grant
extraterritoriality to AA corps independent of the Union.

¢ While most of the Unlon has been stringent in granting
| extraterritoriality (Denmark six, Sweden three and Finland only
one), Norway has whored ifself out to almost any corp that asks
- (well, fifteen). Among the local corps, Erika has extraterritoriality
. In Finland and Sweden, while Maersk has it in all the countries
except Finland.

¢ Snoop Catt

e Snoop Catt

The periodic renegotiation rounds of these amendments
gather international runners to Scandinavia like moths to a flu-
orescent light. Though the proceedings look courtly and civil,
behind the scenes there’'s a frenzy of underhanded deals,
blackmail, good old-fashioned extortion and even the occa-
sional assassination. Both camps prefer to hire runners from
their own home turf, so these meetings are a showdown
between local talent and runners from abroad. The negotiators
meet in Gothenburg, where the Union has its headquarters, so
the locals have a slight edge.

o Both sides are very picky with whom they hire. You'd better
have a solid rep as being exceptionally skilled and discrete.
o Hazard

The next meeting is scheduled for early September, and it
looks to be a brawl. The Corporate Court have signaled that the
gloves are off and that they expect major movement towards
scrapping all amendments, while the Union actually wants to
add more, albeit minor, amendments. It's quite possible that
one or both have some cards up their sleeves.
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THE WIRELESS MATRIX INITIATIVE

If you need to grab the attention of your decker, just utter
the words “Wireless Matrix Initiative” and he’ll be all ears and
eyes in nanosecs. When the Union called for tenders for a major
upgrade of the Scandinavian cellular network early last year,
the chat rooms lit up like a Christmas tree. The discussions
have been raging since, and the jury is still out on what the
specs for this new network really are. I recently acquired good
intel from one of my best insiders at Erika, who alongside Tran-
sys Neuronet have signed most of the contracts. The full low-
down and subsequent discussion are on the WMI SIG, but the
quick and dirty version is that the first logins will begin in the
fall of 2064, and the average I/O speed will start out at 300 but
will reach 500 within two years.

For the technically challenged out there, this means that
your decker will soon be out of excuses to stay away from the
heat. The Matrix in its purest form, with hot ASIST and instan-
taneous upload of utilities will now be available everywhere, or
at least that’s what the ad-sheets will tell you.

e There’s also a significant upgrade in the software, or so I've
heard. Erika’s wiz brainchild, Horst Brava, came up with a way to
maximize throughput with the help of an army of agents armed
to the teeth with the very best in pattern recognition software
and backed by a presumably huge user-behavior database.
o Hugin

o Be afraid. Each of those little base stations is an Al in the making.
o Pefter

e Or Just an efficient use of modern software and technology.
o Hugin

Since the project started, the shadows here have bustled
with activity. Scientists are being extracted, government deci-
sion-makers pressured, data and tech gadgets stolen, compa-
nies acquired—all activities that fill runners’ pockets. Erika and
Saeder-Krupp are at each other throats constantly, though
Saeder-Krupp has lost some momentum recently. Now that
Celedyr and Transys Neuronet have joined the fray, the action
is sure to pick up. I shudder to think what the outcome may be,
with not only money and power at stake, but also the pride and
reputation of two great dragons. The potential of this under-
taking has also attracted attention from the rest of the world,
especially from Renraku, Novatech and Mitsuhama.

o Siemens-Nixdorf, a subsidiary of Saeder-Krupp, is pretty pissed
at the Commission for not giving them the contract for the WMI
frequency allocation software. According to my sources,
they're the ones organizing the character assassination of
Commission head Samuelson.

o Snoop Caft

® | got my grubby little hands on one of the early prototypes,
and right now I'm In downtown Stockholm, where they‘ve set
up a test network. Disregarding the glitches and instabilities, it

.

works fairly well. Guess it won’t be easy for corps to track down
deckers anymore. It might be a bit hard for them to pinpoint the 7
source if she’s at a rock concert or football game.
e Hugin

e So, that’s where you’re off to. Don’t stay In the sun too long!
Yes, that’s the blg round bright thing in the sky.
® Munin

e Qur friendly neighborhood sysop should be more anxious
about the dozens of runner teams out looking for that proto-
type. Not to mention the base stations that surround him.

o Andvare

o it’s likely that some of us will get a hold of those prototypesin
the near future. Erika and Transys often let runners they hire play
with their new toys.

e Rina

CULTURE AND RELIGION

Due to extensive immigration and the relaxation of bor-
ders, the Scandinavian countries have undergone many
changes over the last few centuries. Culturally, the bulk of these
countries’ populations are very similar, though the representa-
tive samples of other ethnicities, cultures and religions have
also dramatically grown. Giants are not an uncommon
metatype here, and it is not unusual to meet Japanese busi-
ness, Indian researchers or Eastern European laborers. A few
cultural groupings deserve specific mention:

The Sami

The Sami (also called Lappish) are the indigenous people
of northern Scandinavia. Though they have undergone a cul-
tural revival since the Awakening, they have not attempted to
declare their autonomy like the Native Americans or Siberi-
ans—yet. The Sami have their own representatives to a special
Sami Caucus attached to the Union’s Parliament, which has
jurisdiction over Sami affairs. But as Norway continues to be
plundered by corps and the Union increasingly bends to cor-
porate pressure, radical elements in Sami society are calling for
the creation of an autonomous Lapland.

o An underground Sami group called the Tjuds has been col-
laborating with Swedish eco-activists to make strikes against
driling operations up near the Arctic Circle.

o Sandi Claws

o A |ot of Sami communities have returned to their traditional
methods of organization, practicing the kind of direct democ-
racy that gives anarchists wet dreams. The noaqidi (Sami
shamans) play a central role, advising on spiritual matters,
lifestyle (in harmony with the living world) and social disputes.
The noaidi who follow Bear can work miracles with their drum-
ming and yoiking (traditional Sami chanting) if you need some
serious healing.

o Ananova
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¢ The noaidi use various labyrinths as spiritual areas. Usually
these are near the sea and constructed from deep trenches
and stone. Several times unwelcome tourlsts or curious kids
have entered these labyrinths and never come out again. The
labyrinth on the island of Kjegya is rumored to hold some some
of gateway to the world of the dead in its center.

e Bigrnar

The Aesir Society

Though Evangelical Lutheranism used to be big in Scandi-
navia, most folks didn’t go to church much. Since the Awaken-
ing, the fastest growing religious group in the Union is the
Asatru and similar Norse pagan/heathen polytheistic group-
ings. These beliefs are particularly common among elves,
dwarfs and giants.

o Ironically, some sects preach discrimination against metas in
the belief that they are indeed the mythical enemies of the Aesir,
o Jules

One of the most controversial of these groups is the Aesir
Society, with their message of Norse superiority, gender
equality and a back to nature lifestyle. It is particularly popular
among the poor people of Norway, who gain both a sense of
identity and a support network by joining up. Many Aesir
members seclude themselves from mainstream society, both
socially and geographically, building large farms and ranches
in the country. Their secretive nature has sparked much curios-
ity, but several prominent arrests and scandals involving
weapons trading and links to far-right extremist groups has
stigmatised the group.

e Some of these Aesir loonies are out-and-out old-school
racists, but that’s not always the case. A lot of them are just
pissed off at the drektastic hand they’ve been dealt and are
wiling to throw the blame at anyone.

o Jules

e One thing’s for sure; they are prepared for anything. Some of
the Aesir seftlements are very tight with the Futharks Viking tribe,
who’ve been working overtime for the last couple of months to
stockpile enough food, supplies and weapons to survive a siege
by the authorities or even a nuclear winter.

o Lorg

e Funny you should choose those words, Lorg. A source of mine
told me about a prominent Aesir member who repeatedly
mentioned a “Fimbul” winter—the mighty winter that according
to Norse mythology will herald the end of the world.

© Expressen

e It’s an open secret that a fun litfle club called Winternight in
these parts likes to use the Aesir Society as a recruiting ground.
No wonder they're all bent out of shape about an upcoming
apocalypse.

© Munin

The S