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Open Game License
Open Game Content may only be used under and in terms of the Open 
Game License (OGL.)

This entire work is designated as Open Game Content under the OGL, with 
the exceptions of the trademark “Old School Adventures,” “d30 Sandbox 
Companion,” and “New Big Dragon Games Unlimited,” and with the ex-
ception of all artwork. These trademarks, the artwork and the “trade dress” 
(fonts, layout, style of artwork, etc., including all charts and graphs) of this 
work are reserved as Product Identity. 

OPEN GAME LICENSE Version 1.0a

The following text is the property of Wizards of the Coast, Inc. and is Copy-
right 2000 Wizards of the Coast, Inc (“Wizards”). All Rights Reserved.

1. Definitions: (a) “Contributors” means the copyright and/or trademark 
owners who have contributed Open Game Content; (b) “Derivative Material” 
means copyrighted material including derivative works and translations (in-
cluding into other computer languages), potation, modification, correction, 
addition, extension, upgrade, improvement, compilation, abridgment or oth-
er form in which an existing work may be recast, transformed or adapted; (c) 
“Distribute” means to reproduce, license, rent, lease, sell, broadcast, publicly 
display, transmit or otherwise distribute; (d) “Open Game Content” means the 
game mechanic and includes the methods, procedures, processes and rou-
tines to the extent such content does not embody the Product Identity and is  
an enhancement over the prior art and any additional content clearly iden-
tified as Open Game Content by the Contributor, and means any work 
covered by this License, including translations and derivative works under 
copyright law, but specifically excludes Product Identity. (e) “Product Iden-
tity” means product and product line names, logos and identifying marks 
including trade dress; artifacts; creatures characters; stories, storylines, 
plots, thematic elements, dialogue, incidents, language, artwork, symbols, 
designs, depictions, likenesses, formats, poses, concepts, themes and 
graphic, photographic and other visual or audio representations; names and  
descriptions of characters, spells, enchantments, personalities, teams, 
personas, likenesses and special abilities; places, locations, environ-
ments, creatures, equipment, magical or supernatural abilities or ef-
fects, logos, symbols, or graphic designs; and any other trademark or 
registered trademark clearly identified as Product identity by the owner 
of the Product Identity, and which specifically excludes the Open Game 
Content; (f) “Trademark” means the logos, names, mark, sign, motto, 
designs that are used by a Contributor to identify itself or its products 

or the associated products contributed to the Open Game License by 
the Contributor (g) “Use”, “Used” or “Using” means to use, Distribute, 
copy, edit, format, modify, translate and otherwise create Derivative  
Material of Open Game Content. (h) “You” or “Your” means the licensee in 
terms of this agreement.

2. The License: This License applies to any Open Game Content that con-
tains a notice indicating that the Open Game Content may only be Used 
under and in terms of this License. You must affix such a notice to any 
Open Game Content that you Use. No terms may be added to or subtracted 
from this License except as described by the License itself. No other terms 
or conditions may be applied to any Open Game Content distributed using 
this License.

3. Offer and Acceptance: By Using the Open Game Content You indicate 
Your acceptance of the terms of this License.

4. Grant and Consideration: In consideration for agreeing to use this Li-
cense, the Contributors grant You a perpetual, worldwide, royalty-free, 
non-exclusive license with the exact terms of this License to Use, the Open 
Game Content.

5. Representation of Authority to Contribute: If You are contributing origi-
nal material as Open Game Content, You represent that Your Contributions 
are Your original creation and/or You have sufficient rights to grant the 
rights conveyed by this License.

6. Notice of License Copyright: You must update the COPYRIGHT NO-
TICE portion of this License to include the exact text of the COPYRIGHT 
NOTICE of any Open Game Content You are copying, modifying or dis-
tributing, and You must add the title, the copyright date, and the copyright 
holder’s name to the COPYRIGHT NOTICE of any original Open Game 
Content you Distribute.

7. Use of Product Identity: You agree not to Use any Product Identity, in-
cluding as an indication as to compatibility, except as expressly licensed in 
another, independent Agreement with the owner of each element of that 
Product Identity. You agree not to indicate compatibility or co-adaptability 
with any Trademark or Registered Trademark in conjunction with a work 
containing Open Game Content except as expressly licensed in another, 
independent Agreement with the owner of such Trademark or Registered 
Trademark. The use of any Product Identity in Open Game Content does 
not constitute a challenge to the ownership of that Product Identity. The 
owner of any Product Identity used in Open Game Content shall retain all 
rights, title and interest in and to that Product Identity.

8. Identification: If you distribute Open Game Content You must clearly in-
dicate which portions of the work that you are distributing are Open Game 
Content.

9. Updating the License: Wizards or its designated Agents may publish up-
dated versions of this License. You may use any authorized version of this 
License to copy, modify and distribute any Open Game Content originally 
distributed under any version of this License.

10. Copy of this License: You MUST include a copy of this License with 
every copy of the Open Game Content You Distribute.

11. Use of Contributor Credits: You may not market or advertise the Open 
Game Content using the name of any Contributor unless You have written 
permission from the Contributor to do so.

12. Inability to Comply: If it is impossible for You to comply with any of the 
terms of this License with respect to some or all of the Open Game Content 
due to statute, judicial order, or governmental regulation then You may not 
Use any Open Game Material so affected.

13. Termination: This License will terminate automatically if You fail to 
comply with all terms herein and fail to cure such breach within 30 days of 
becoming aware of the breach. All sublicenses shall survive the termination 
of this License.

14. Reformation: If any provision of this License is held to be unenforce-
able, such provision shall be reformed only to the extent necessary to make 
it enforceable.

15. COPYRIGHT NOTICE

Open Game License v 1.0 Copyright 2000, Wizards of the Coast, Inc.

System Reference Document Copyright 2000-2003, Wizards of the Coast, 
Inc.; Authors Jonathan Tweet, Monte Cook, Skip Williams, Rich Baker, 
Andy Collins, David Noonan, Rich Redman, Bruce R. Cordell, John D. 
Rateliff, Thomas Reid, James Wyatt, based on original material by E. Gary 
Gygax and Dave Arneson.
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Using This Book

The Rhombic Triacontahedron (d30)
The d30 is an oft-overlooked but versatile tool in the world of role-playing 
games. This supplement offers a compilation of d30-based mechanics, 
charts, and tables to support the DM’s role at the gaming table. It picks up 
where its predecessor (the d30 DM Companion) left off—developing 
adventures in the world above ground.

This book uses the d30 roll in a number of ways.

Random Numbers from 1 to 30
Individual numbers generated on the d30 are used to index 1 of 30 
outputs on a table. 

Simultaneous Rolls of 1d3 and 1d10
Ones digits and tens digits are read separately on a d30 roll to index 
two resulting outputs from a single table. 

Probabilities in Increments of 3.3
_
%

Probability curves (linear or bell) can be generated on the d30 for  
almost any range of numbers, including bell-curved ranges typically  
associated with rolls of multiple polyhedral dice. This is done by using 
the d30’s native probability increments of 3.3

_
% to quantize the prob-

ability of numbers in the desired range (or 0.1
_
%  increments, if a second 

roll is triggered).

Substitutes for Other Polyhedrals
Polyhedrals with a number of sides easily divisible from 30 (d2, d3, d5, 
d6, d10, and d15) may be emulated with a d30.

Reading the Tables
Bolded Numbering
Throughout this book, all die roll results have been set in a bold type-
face to visually aid the GM in retrieving outputs from the table.

Convention I: Single Result from a Single Number
Using this convention, the result of a single d30 roll determines a single 
result designated by an individual number (or range of numbers) on a 
given table.  

Example 1: On the page entitled Adventure Generator Tables I 
(p.10), table “AG1: Triggers” features 30 individual results.

Convention 2: Multiple Results from a Single Number
Using this convention, the result of a single d30 roll is referenced in mul-
tiple directions to determine more than one result from a single table.  

Example: Table “SHS: Shop Stock (Availability & Pricing)” (p.35) utilizes 
the result of one die roll to determine two results—pricing (at top) and 
depth of stock (at right). 

Convention 3: Results from Simultaneous 1d3 and 1d10
Using this convention, the result of a single d30 roll is used to simulate 
a simultaneous roll of a d3 and a d10. 

Example: Using table “REMS: Road Markers & Signs” (p.24), a single 
d30 roll of “27” would produce a runed wood sign (1s digit of 7) that 
is old, worn, and overgrown (10s result of 21-30).

Results With Bracketed Extensions
Some individual results throughout this book may require a secondary 
roll to determine a variation of a more general result. These additional 
rolls are normally indicated within brackets, either next to the result or 
as a footnote to it.  

Example: On table “TG1: Temple Type” (p.20), a result of 18 (pagoda)  
requires an additional roll of 1d3.

Table Titles 
Most of the tables herein begin with a short code of two-to-four capital 
letters followed by a number. In some cases, these letter/number codes 
are followed by an additional lower case letter. 

Capital Letter Title Codes
The capital letters used for table titles are intended to be used as a 
shorthand for the title of the table. 

Example: The “Adventure Generator” tables (pp.10-11) use the code 
“AG” for “Adventure Generator.”

Numbered (Sequenced) Tables
When several tables are meant to be used in combination, those tables’ 
titles will begin with the same capital letter title code followed by a 
sequential number. These tables are almost always intended to be used 
in sequence.  

Example: The “Ruins Generator” (p.19) uses 3 tables in sequence—
table “RG1: Type of Ruin,” table “RG2: Character of Ruin/Decay & 
Degree,” and table “RG3: Inhabitants & Number.”

Alternate Tables
When table titles appear with the same capital letter code and number, 
but with different trailing lower case letters (e.g., XX0a, XX0b, XX0c, 
etc.), usually only one of these alternate tables should be used to satisfy 
the number in a sequence of tables (e.g., only XX0a or XX0b). 

Example: The “Classed NPCs” generator (p.38) begins with determina-
tion of character class and race. Under the header “CLS1: Class/Race”, 
the table “CLS1a: Oe/1e” should be used only for Oe/1e-comparable 
rules editions, while table “CLS1b: BX” should only be used for BX-
comparable rules editions.

Table Title Exceptions
Some tables in this book may not be titled (as described above). In these 
cases, refer to the directions presented in each instance.
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Tools for the Sandbox
Ultimately, this book is about supporting the DM’s role as a game guide 
and world creator—providing inspirations and/or answers as needs arise. 
Results are by no means decrees. The details of any game world should 
always be at the discretion of the DM.

From a blank slate, this book’s Adventure Generator tables create the 
broad strokes of an adventure, and its worksheets and tables fill in the 
details, but the DM and players should drive the creativity and interaction 
that fill in the remaining spaces. 

World-building Worksheets
In addition to the content-generation tables included in this volume, a 
number of worksheets have also been provided. These worksheets are 
designed to: 1) help the DM quickly flesh out the areas of the game 
world the players choose to explore, 2) keep essential information as 
accessible as possible, and 3) help sandbox-style play run as smoothly 
as possible. With those goals in mind, each of the three worksheets is 
designed to support one of the three major sections in this book. 

The Hex Crawl Worksheet (p.7) has been designed to be used in 
conjunction with the the first major section of this book—Wilderness 
Locations & Locales (pp.12-29). 

The Settlement Worksheet (p.8) has been specifically designed to 
be used in conjunction with the second major section of this book— 
Settlements (pp.30-37). 

The NPC Record Sheet (p.9) has been specifically designed to be 
used in conjunction with the third major section of this book— NPCs 
(pp.38-51). 

Adventure Generators
There are only a handful of heroic themes and story plots. All narratives 
are simply variations on formula. Utilizing thematic elements common to 
the fantasy adventure genre, the Adventure Generator tables (pp.10-
11) produce over 590 trillion unique story combinations—results which 
still leave room for interpretation by the DM. 

Take the following example results generated on these tables:

Table		  Roll	 Result
AG1:	 Trigger	 01	 accusation

AG2:	 Major Goal	 10	 investigate locale

AG3:	 Obstacle to Goal	 05	 beat time limitation

AG4:	 Locale	 28	 mountain

AG5:	 Locale Feature	 02	 barracks

AG6:	 Phenomena	 23	 poisonings

AG7:	 Villain/Goal/Reason	 18	 honor

AG8:	 Artifact/Relic	 16	 orb/sphere

AG9:	 Theme	 07	 forbidden

AG10:	 Key NPC	 01	 cleric

 
From the sample set of results above, a variety of interpretations could 
be considered. For example, the “accusation” could be pointed toward 
any one or more of the PCs, or any number of NPCs (e.g., a key NPC, 
a government official, a nearby monster, or even a legendary figure 
that may not even exist), while the “poisoning” could be part of the 
introduction of the adventure or a mystery the heroes must uncover.

Wilderness Locations & Locales
In the context of this book, the term “wilderness” is taken generally to 
mean “the world above ground,” as opposed to the underground world 
of dungeons and the like, and includes both the unexplored wilds as 
well as settled areas of all sorts. The tables in this section of the book 
deal with terrain and climate (e.g., navigation, hunting, foraging), as well 
as wilderness locations (e.g., ruins, temples, strongholds, types of settle-
ments) and encounters (e.g., pilgrims, travelers, bandits, patrols). 

Overview of Hex Types
Atlas-level Hexes represent the “top” mapping level, and usually 
present an overview of continental terrain, major locations (like capitols 
and large cities), and major geographic features (like mountain ranges). 
The standard scale for an atlas-level hex is 1 hex = 36 miles.

On atlas-level maps (e.g., maps of entire countries or continents), it is 
suggested that columns be lettered progressively (i.e., A, B, C, D, etc.) 
while each hex down from the top of each column be numbered pro-
gressively (e.g., A1, A2, A3, A4, A5, etc.) 

Sub-level hexes represent the “next” level down from atlas hexes, and 
the standard scale for a sub-level hex is 1 hex = 6 miles (or 1/6 of an atlas- 
level hex). Sub-level hexes can be used to present larger geographical 
features (e.g., mountain peaks or lakes) or locales (e.g., cities, towns, 
and ruins). Sub-level hexes are of particular use when tracking a party’s 
outdoor movement. 

Detail-level hexes represent the “lowest” level down from an atlas-
level hex, and the standard scale for a detail-level hex is 1/6 of a sub-level 
hex (or 1/36 of an atlas-level hex, or 1 hex = 1 mile). Detail-level hexes 
may be used to depict the position of minor geographic features (e.g., 
cave entrances) and locations (like hamlets, houses, city districts, and 
monuments), while several contiguous detail-level hexes may be used to 
present larger features (e.g., a canyon or a sprawling city).

Hex Crawl Worksheet
Mapping Area (1): The large/bold hex that comprises the majority 
of this area may be used to depict one atlas-level or one sub-level hex.

The random generation of realistic terrain is too complicated for paper 
and dice. Even basic attempts would take too much work for unsatifac-
tory results. 

The DM should choose a primary terrain type for each atlas-level hex, 
then fill in the remaining sub-level hexes with related terrain types.

Special terrain features for sub-level hexes may be gener-
ated using the “Natural Features & Phenomena” table (p.16).

2

3
4

6

7

5

1
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Habitations for sub-level hexes may be generated using the  
“Settlements & Inhabitation by Population Density” table (p.18). 

Name (2): Use this area to label the worksheet with any name that 
quickly identifies its contents.

Map Location (3): Use this area to note the location of the work-
sheet’s hex on a larger map (e.g., atlas-level hex “G4”).

Scale (4): Use this space to note the scale of the worksheet’s map 
(e.g.,  “Large Hex = 6 miles, Small Hex = 1 mile).

Overview (5): Use this area for the inclusion of optional notes  
regarding the mapped location.

Key Locations (6): Use these spaces to record details about  
locations as generated by the tables in the Wilderness section of this 
book (e.g., notes on buildings or geographical features).

Wandering Monsters (7): Wandering monsters are at the dis-
cretion of the DM, based on the locale and terrain.

Settlements
In the context of this book, the term “settlement” is taken generally to 
mean any grouping of two or more buildings, from the smallest thorp 
to the largest city. The tables in this section of the book deal with 
settlement population, politics, concerns, and commerce, as well as 
settlement-level encounters.  

Settlement Worksheet
Mapping Area (8): The grid may be used to represent any scale 
that accommodates the size of the settlement. Use the space in the 
lower right corner to note the scale being used. 

Overview (9): Use this section to record basic demographic and 
background information on the settlement. 

Type (e.g., thorpe, hamlet, village, town, etc.) may be chosen 
at will by the DM, or may be generated on the “Settlements & 
Inhabitation by Population Density” table (p.18). 

Population may be chosen, or it may be randomly gener-
ated using the header row on the “Settlement Suppliers by 
Size of Settlement” table (p.34). 

Additional Overview items (Government, Reaction to 
Outsiders, Economic Outlook, Prices/Taxes, Settlement 
Issues, and Nearby Threats) may be generated using the 
“Settlement Background” tables (p.30). 

Vendors/Shops (0): This area of the worksheet is designed to be 
used with the “Settlement Suppliers by Size of Settlement” table (p.34). 
Before this chart can be used, an exact population must be determined 
for the settlement (see Overview, above). The number of vendors of 
each type should be marked in the “blank” spaces in the second column. 
The “Key” column shows a two-letter code that may be used to mark the 
location of each vendor/shop on the map.

Key Locations (!): Use this area to include information on impor-
tant locations in the settlement. Given the relative importance of inns 
and taverns to adventurers, a set of tavern-related generators has been 
provided (p.36-37). Other key locations are at the discretion of the DM. 

NPCs
The tables in this section of the book deal with the creation of both 
major and minor NPCs, as well as henchmen/hireling recruitment.  

NPC Record Sheet
Use this sheet to record the following information, which may generated 
using the tables in this book, or determined at the discretion of the DM:

@ - Class, Race, Sex, & Level (p.38)

# - Ability Score Generation (p.39)

$ - Inventory (p.40) and Magic Items (p.41)

% - Background/Notes, including: “Physical Traits” (p.46),  
	 “Persona & Behavior” (p.47); “Backgrounds, Eccentricities,  
	 and Talents” (p.48); “Language Determination” (p.49)

8
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Wilderness Mapping Key

capitol

CONSTRUCTED LOCATIONS

city town village hamlet/thorpe

castle tower/keep/
stronghold

fort camppalace

mine mountain
stronghold

temple shrine

plateau hills mountains volcano cave

deciduous forest evergreen forest jungle (or oasis) swamp water feature

NATURAL TERRAIN/FEATURES

clear/farmland grasslands scrub desert barren/broken land

ice flow river trail road border

tree fortress shire

ruin lighthouse rock shelter

floating (cloud)
stronghold
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Area: 

Check every      turn(s) 

Area: 

Check every      turn(s) 

Name of Area:

KEY LOCATIONS 

WANDERING MONSTERS

Cities & Castles

Settlements & Strongholds

Dungeons & Ruins

Monster Lairs

Miscellaneous Locales

HEX CRAWL WORKSHEET

© 2013, New Big Dragon Games Unlimited. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for personal use only.

Area: 

Check every      turn(s) 

Area: 

Check every      turn(s) 

Atlas Location:

Scale 
Large Hex=      mile(s)    Small Hex=      mile(s)

Overview
Region: 

Climate: 

Predominant Terrain: 

NN



�

Name of Settlement:

Overview
Type: 

Population:

Government: 

Reaction to Outsiders: 

Economic Outlook: 

Prices/Taxes: 

Settlement Issues: 

Nearby Threats: 

Other Notes 

Key Locations 

Name/Type: 

Description:

Name/Type: 

Description:

Name/Type: 

Description:

Name/Type: 

Description:

Name/Type: 

Description:

Name/Type: 

Description:

SETTLEMENT WORKSHEET

© 2013, New Big Dragon Games Unlimited. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for personal use only.

Type

alchemist

armor smith

boatwright††

fletcher

healing

horses

inn

leathercraft

magic supplies

magic items

potions

provisions

resale items

scribe

sage

smith (general)

tailor

tools

weapons

      #

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

Key

AL

AR

BW

FL

HL

HR

IN

LT

MG

MI

PO

PR

RS

SC

SG

SM

TA

TO

WP

Vendors/Shops

NN

Scale:    =
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Background/Notes:

NPC RECORD SHEET

© 2013, New Big Dragon Games Unlimited. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for personal use only.

Background/Notes:

Background/Notes:

Background/Notes:

Character Name: Race/Class: 

Level: HP: Sex: Alignment: 

STR: INT: WIS: DEX: CON: CHA: 

AC: Armor Type: 

Weapon(s): 

Bonuses:   

Saving Throws:  

Inventory & Magic Items: 

Spells & Special Abilities: 

Character Name: Race/Class: 

Level: HP: Sex: Alignment: 

STR: INT: WIS: DEX: CON: CHA: 

AC: Armor Type: 

Weapon(s): 

Bonuses:   

Saving Throws:  

Inventory & Magic Items: 

Spells & Special Abilities: 

Character Name: Race/Class: 

Level: HP: Sex: Alignment: 

STR: INT: WIS: DEX: CON: CHA: 

AC: Armor Type: 

Weapon(s): 

Bonuses:   

Saving Throws:  

Inventory & Magic Items: 

Spells & Special Abilities: 

Character Name: Race/Class: 

Level: HP: Sex: Alignment: 

STR: INT: WIS: DEX: CON: CHA: 

AC: Armor Type: 

Weapon(s): 

Bonuses:   

Saving Throws:  

Inventory & Magic Items: 

Spells & Special Abilities: 
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•	a robust adventure generator that allows the DM flexibility	
	 to interpret its results, and to support existing campaigns   

•	wilderness tables for weather, off-course navigation, 	
	 and foraging & hunting

• wilderness encounter tables for pilgrims, road travel, 	
	 and castle/keep/stronghold patrols

• location generators for ruins, temples, magical places, 	
	 castles/keeps/strongholds, and settlements of all sizes

•	settlement background generators, including: 	
	 government, economy, settlement issues, city guards 	
	 & watches, availability of shops & suppliers, shop 	
	 stock and shopkeeper information, and robust tavern 	
	 information generators

The d30 Sandbox Companion is the ideal right-hand man for the DM who wants to avoid his sandbox campaign 
running him. Whether starting an adventure from scratch, filling in the details of a campaign world, or just struggling 
to keep up with players, this compilation of d30-based mechanics, charts, and tables will support and simplify 
the role of the DM/GM at the tabletop. Inside these 30-something pages you’ll find a host of d30-based sandbox 
resources, including:

© 2013, New Big Dragon Games Unlimited

•	super-quick classed character generation, including: 	
	 class, level, race, sex, attributes, and inventory

• an extensive set of NPC tools for both classed	
	 and non-classed characters, including: occupations, 	
	 physical traits, persona & behavior, background, 	
	 eccentricities, talents, and languages 

•	fast generation of complete sage information

•	a system for quick-and-easy recruitment of henchmen	
	 & hirelings, their reactions, and loyalty

+	a wilderness mapping key, a Hex Crawl Worksheet, 	
	 a Settlement Worksheet, and an NPC Record Sheet 	
	 to assist DMs in fleshing out their campaign worlds

And much more!
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